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Alexander, David L. Jr., 2d Lt. 
Allen, Floyd W., Pvt. 

Altergoit, Richard H., Tec 5 
Asay, David W., Sgt. 

Babich, Frederick J., Tec 5 
Bargdill, Charles C., Pfc. 
Baumgard, Leonhard A., Pvt. 

Berg, Zachariah H., Pfc. 

Bjertness, Theodore O., Pfc. 

Black, Bruce B., S/Sgt. 

Blair, Earl L., Pfc. 

Bontecou, Pierre, 1st Lt. 

Books, Everett W., Pvt. 

Borden, Wayne G., Tec 4 
Box, Maury D., 2d Lt. 

Brennan, Alfred J., T Sgt. 
Brigneli, Biagio, Pvt. 

Brill, Orin M., Pvt. 

Brodersen, George F., Pvt. 

Brown, George L., Tec 5 
Broward, Richard S., Pfc. 
Buckmaster, Carl E., Cpl. 

Burch, Melvin J., Pfc. 

Burke, Loras A., Sgt. 

Campbell, Charles L., S/Sgt. 
Campbell, John M., Sgt. 

Casseday, Claude M., Pfc. 

Castillo, Jose L., Pvt. 

Casio, Virgil C., Pfc. 

Chow, Wesley, Y., Pfc. 

Clapsaddle, Perry J., M/Sgt. 

Clark, Howard J., Pvt. 

Cole, William F., Pfc. 

Cooper, Donald E., Pfc. 

Currier, James J., Tec 5 
Davis, Thomas W., Cpl. 

Densiow, Melville E., Sgt. 

DeRosa, Jerome A., T.-Sgt. 
Diffenderfer, Norman A. Jr., Pfc. 
Dollar, Ira A., Pfc. 

Driesen, Daniel, Cpl. 

Eddington, Edward H., Pvt. 
Enfield, Robert L., Pfc. 

Falcone, Natale E., Pfc. 

Faulkner, Ralph H., Pvt. 

Felkins, John T. Jr., Pvt. 

Feltman, Alfred, T/Sgt. 

Ficke, Martyn A., Pfc. 

Finn, Paul W., 1st Sgt. 

Folatti, Edward H. R., Sgt. 
Follman, Gordon R., Pfc. 
Forsythe, Russell G., Pfc. 
Freeman, Lester L., Pfc. 

Gaines, Thomas C. Jr., 1st Lt. 
Gebbie, Howard G., 2d Lt. 


Ginsburg, Jack, Pfc. 
Glassberg, Sheldon, Pfc. 
Goff, Kenneth W., Pvt. 
Gosney, Maurice E., S/Sgt. 
Gouse, Frederick F., Pfc. 
Griffin, Clifford, G., Pfc. 
Grubb, William T., Pvt. 
Guindon, Louis, Sgt. 

Hamill, Robert W., Pfc. 
Hargrove, Elvin., Pvt. 
Harrison, Acey E., Pfc. 
Harshbarger, Calvin W., Pfc. 
Head, Austin P., Pfc. 

Hill, Bert A., Tec 5 
Hill, Boyd C., Pfc. 

Hill, Jack L., Pfc. 

Hite, Ray M., Pfc. 

Horn, Donald J., Pfc. 

Howell, Lawrence M., Pfc. 
Hudgins, Henry C., Capt. 
Huntley, Robert P., Pfc. 
Jackson, Willard A., S/Sgt. 
Jiran, Charles P., Pfc. 
Johanson, Knute P., Pfc. 
Johnson, Hurbert, Pfc. 

Jones, Crawford H., 2d Lt. 
Kamecki, George R., Pfc. 
Karger, Harold E., Pfc. 
Krumrine, John V., Sgt. 

Lacy, Waldo S., Pfc. 

LaDue, James H., Pfc. 

Lamb, Russell A., Pfc. 
Ledesma, Robert R., S/Sgt. 
Lezotte, Gerald J., 2d Lt. 
Louie, Tew M., Pfc. 

Lozano, Jesus, Pfc. 

Maass, Robert H., Pvt. 
McHugh, Richard A., Pfc. 
MeVay, Walter R., Pfc. 
Meister, Paul A., Pvt. 

Miller, Leon J., 1st Lt. 

Miller, Noel O., Pfc. 

Miller, William G., Pvt. 
Mills, Roy A., Pfc. 

Mills, Sidney E., S/Sgt. 
Mitchum, Troy Jr., Pfc. 
Monterio, Francis T., Pfc. 
Morgan, Kenneth L., S/Sgt. 
Morris, Robert E., Pfc. 

Moss, John, Pfc. 

Musselman, Paul J. T., Pfc. 
Myers, Joseph L., S/Sgt. 
Nagem, Anthony J., Cpl. 
Neder, Felix S., Tec 5 
Neill, Grover W., Pvt. 


Nelson, William H., Pvt. 

Pandel, James P., 1st Lt. 

Pettigrew, Carl E., S/Sgt. 

Proffitt, James E., Pfc. 

Quinn, Gerald J., Pvt. 

Reiter, John C., Pfc. 

Reno, Robert V., Cpl. 

Repo, John E., Sgt. 

Revilock, Steven, S/Sgt. 

Rhatigan, Robert H., Sgt. 

Ricketts, Forrest D., S/Sgt. 

Rizzo, Jerome P., Pfc. 

Roberts, Thomas H., Pfc. 
Robinson, Clifford, S/Sgt. 

Rubens, Arthur T., Pvt. 

Sabella, Charles, Sgt. 

Sacco, Frank, Pvt. 

Savely, Fred W., S/Sgt. 

Sidell, Stanley, Pfc. 

Signor, Harry L., Pfc. 

Silverman, Bernard, 2d Lt. 

Simone, Ferdinand A„ Pfc. 

Sindt, Wayne K., 1st Lt. 

Smith, Harold B., Sgt. 

Smith, William N., Pfc. 

Smithson, Harry A., Pvt. 
Steinmetz, John F., 2d Lt. 

Stone, James E., Pfc. 

Swartz, Harley E., Sgt. 

Tarbell, James E., 2d Lt. 

Taylor, Albert H. Jr., Pfc. 

Taylor, James B., Pfc. 

Thomas, Robert O., Sgt. 
Thompson, H. C., Pvt. 

Thompson, Paul M., Pfc. 

Thorton, Richard G., 1st Lt. 

Toles, George M., Pfc. 

Tyson, William L., 1st Lt. 
Underwood, Harry C., Cpl. 

Utrup, Edward R., T/Sgt. 

Valdez, Isabel G. Sr., Pvt. 

Venable, John S., Pfc. 

Viadell, Wayne H., Sgt. 

Viele, James F., S/Sgt. 

Von Prittwitz, Siegfried K., T/Sgt. 
Wagers, Louie, T/Sgt. 

Watson, Vance A., Pvt. 

Weaver, Carl E., Pfc. 

Wesley, Edwin T., Pfc. 

Williams, Orson J., Sgt. 

Wilson, Robert C., Pfc. 
Winkelman, Ralph C., Pfc. 
Woodburn, George R., Pfc. 
Zaccaro, James D., Pfc. 


Oriijii il r: ! ; 


I GO'. 'glc 



Photos by Burdette Marker, Joe Daurer 
and the U. S. Army Signal Corps 


Engravings by Brend’amour, Simhart & Co. 
Munich ■ Bavaria 


Maps by Emil Albrecht and Roland Wille 


Published under supervision of the 
71st Division Public Relations Office 


Printed in Augsburg, Bavaria, by 
E. Kieser KG • Druckerei und Verlag 


Copyright 1946 • by 71 st Infantry Division 


''igitize::; 



Original frcn 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



FOHIlllOlU) 


T) oc, , f / 
4 - - \ ' -s L. 


f — /v Day found combat elements of the T I Infantry Division jtoised alonfi the Enns 
River in the vicinity of Steyr. Austria. The Red ('irelers were ready, if neces.sary, to start out 
again on the long and arduous drive which had originated HOO miles bach in I'rance H*) days 
earlier. 

Uthough the officers and men were hal>f)y the bloody Euroftean conflict had ended, there 
were no riotous f-E celebrations. lEar still was raging in the Pacific and the men of the 
T I St figured they had a good fighting outfit which would be needed in the bittei final 
struggle. 

The reaction to T-J Day was a little more joyous, hut .still rest rained . Einal victory found 
the 7! St with an important security mi.s.sion in Havaria. and immediately concentrated many 
minds on the big (fuestion: IThen will I go honied 

It was in this confused fusst-war period of rajud redeployment and turnovers in personnel 
that this volume was prepared and pnbli.shed, in .Augsburg. (Germany, where the Dwi.sion CP 
was located. 

Prepared by members of the Division's public relations staff . with as.sistance from lower units 
and other staff sections, this booh covers the history of the 7 1 si from activation to final 
occupation days in Europe. 

The aim was to mahe it an interesting booh, not only to Red ( 'irelers and their families, but 
to almost anyone who might happen to pich it up and rend it. 

We hope you lihe this account of one .Inierican infantry division's role in ITorld ICar II . 
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Rifles gleaming dully in die mid'>aftemopn The Division Artillery was composed <>f the 

sunshine, the khaki - clad infantrymen swung 607th, 608th, and 609th Field Artillery Battalions 

across the parade grounds at Camp Carson and which were descended froin the old 602dj 

passed before the crowded reviewing stand. Big, 604th, and 605th Field Ardnerji' Battalions, Pack, 

raw-boned pack mules paced steadily after them The artiliety, organized some months ahead of 
tinder battle equipment, lead bells jangling with the division as the Mountain Training Center 
every step, ^ AiliUery, had been assigned to the 71st in June, 

Only a few minutes earlier, command of the The 271st Engineer Combat Battalion was ac- 
brand-new 71st Light Division, numb<ning some tivated at Camp Carson on July 15, 1943, undet 
9,000 men and officers and l.SOO mutes, had Ll. Colonel Charles Keller. The battalion cadre 


passed to a tough, battle-wise veteran rsf 30 years 
experience. Brig. Genera) Robert T, ; Spragins. 
The general had just recently returned from the 
bloody campaign of Guadalcanal. 

In creating the 71st, the War Departferaent had 
asked for a small, compact striking force design- 
ed for work in the roughest possible terrain. -A 
unit that could work equally well in either 
mountain or jungle country, apd one that would 
still be in action when motorized transportation 
was unable to move. 

In spite of the' nearly S.OOO spe.ctators gather- 
ed at the foot of Pike’s Peak to witness the 
activation ceremonies on this Augiuit 21i 1943( 
little time was W’ssted on the. perfunctory details 
of the proceedings. For every rnan 'rn the outfit 
knew t^ outcome of future battles lay in the 
stiff training program ahead, ' 

In accepting the responsibilities of the untrain- 
ed division, me first of three experimental light 
infantry divisions. Brig. General Spragins had 
for his staff a group of officers chosen for their 
familiarity with the problems that faced the unit, 

Brig. General Onslow S. Rolfe, a veteran of 
World War I and former comraaiidcr of. the 
Mountain Training Center at Camp Hale, Colo., 
was second b command. Colonel Marlin C. 
Martin, chief of staff, and Colonel J. H. Hind.Sj 
head of the Division Artillery, were also yeteratfs 
of considerable overseas service, 

The organization that had been activated was- 
built around two old regular army ohtfits, the 
5th and 14th Infantries, whose pcdigi-ecs date 
back almost to tiie Declaratidn of Indcpeaderice, 
A sister regiment, the 66th Infantry,: was ass- 
embled shortly before the division was formed. 




was formed from the 61st Engineer Combat Bat- 
talion of the Eastern Defense Command, and the 
majority of the personnel came from the 314th 
Engineer Combat Battalion. Later replacements 
arrived from the Tank Destroyer School at Camp 
Hood, Texas. 

Personnel for the 371st Medical Battalion came, 
for the most part, from the 34th Infantry, which 
was serving in the Hawaiian Islands, the 89th 
Infantry Division, from a replacement school at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas, and from the 5th Infantry. 

On May 26 of the next year, the 771st Ord- 
nance Light Maintenance Platoon of the division 
would be redesignated the 771st Ordnance Light 
Maintenance Company. 

Also with the division upon activation were 
the 731st Anti-Aircraft Artillery Machine Gun 
Battalion and the 581st Anti-Tank Battery. The 
731st, commanded by Lt. Colonel Kenneth W. 
Foster, was later dissolved and its personnel ab- 
sorbed by the division, while the 581st, com- 
manded by Captain Arthur W. Gunn, was as- 
signed to the 5th Infantry at Fort Benning. 

The Division Quartermaster Office consisted 
of onlv three officers and four enlisted men. 
However, this section had jurisdiction over three 
Quartermaster pack companies, the 251st, 252d, 
and 253rd. which had four officers and 68 enlist- 
ed men each. When the division left for Benning 
and reorganization, the 252d and 253rd QM Pack 
Companie.s remained behind and the 251st was 
redesignated as the 251stQuartermaster Company. 

« « « 

Back in the spring of 1815 another new Army 
unit had been formed. As in the case with the 
present Red Circle Division, the 5th Infantry 
was a consolidation of several older outfits. At 
the end of the War of 1812, the 4th, 9th, 13th, 
21st, 40th, and 46th Infantries of colonial days 
were combined into a single regiment under the 
command of Colonel James Miller. 

In that day, regiments were numbered accord- 
ing to the relative rank of their commanding 
officers, and, as Colonel Miller was the fifth 
ranking colonel in the United States Army at the 
time, his regiment was designated as the 5th. 

Since the honors of the parent organizations 
became the heritage of the new unit, the 4th 
Infantry passed on to the 5th the distinction of 
being the third oldest regiment in the nation’s 
history. The origin of the 5th is given as May 
17, 1815, but its birth is generally calculated 
from the second formation of the old 4th Infantry 
on April 12, 1808. 

The regimental motto was adopted from an 
incident occurring in the history of the 21st In- 
fantry, previously commanded by Colonel Miller 
during the War of 1812. 

On July 25, 1814, after an all-day battle with 
the hard-bitten British Regulars at a place called 
Lundy’s Lane, Colonel Miller was asked by Ge- 
neral Jacob Brown, the American commanding 
officer, if he could capture a battery of enemy 
cannon that dominated the field. Every previous 


attempt to dislodge the enemy had failed but 
Colonel Miller promptly replied, “I’ll try. Sir”, 
and led his men in a successful charge. 

After organization, the 5th was assigned to 
guard the Northwest frontier. Headquarters were 
established at Detroit where the regiment re- 
mained from 1815 to 1845. 

When war was joined with Mexico, the 5th 
Infantry, mustering 400 men, united with General 
Zachary Talor at Corpus Christi, Texas, and 
engaged General Arista’s Mexican army. The 
enemy was forced to retreat after the 5th repell- 
ed a flanking strike by cavalry. Later, the city 
of Resaca de la Palma fell, Monterey was cap- 
tured, and on August 18, 1847, the 5th came 
within sight of Mexico City itself. 

While many bloody skirmishes occurred be- 
fore the city surrendered, the principal battle was 
for the massive fortress of Chapultepec, which 
dominated the country for miles around. Both 
the 5th and 14th Infantries were in the force that 
overran the citadel and marched into the capitol 
the next day. Seeing action in nearly every im- 
portant engagement of the campaign, the 5th lost 
more than 75 per cent of its original strength 
before the war ended. 

The regiment turned to Texas and New 
Mexico for its new assignment, protecting the 
frontier settlements from the Indian tribes that 
swarmed over the region. From El Paso and 
Santa Fe, the widely dispersed unit conducted 
campaigns against the Navajo and Apache. 

By 1857, the regiment was waging a punitive 
expedition against the elusive Seminoles in Flo- 
rida and aiding in military operations against 
seditious Mormons in Utah. The force in Utah 
wintered at Fort Bridger and moved into Great 
Salt Lake Valley in the spring. The Mormon 
government decided to capitulate, a peaceful 
agreement was concluded, and the 5th returned 
to New Mexico. 

With the secession of the southern states, offi- 
cers from those states either resigned their United 
States commissions or simply left their posts to 
serve in the Confederate Army. Nine officers 
left the 5th, and of these, five became general 
officers in the Southern forces. Twenty -two 
former 5th Infantrymen became Union generals 
and seven attained the rank of major general. 

The 5th Infantry, continuing its assignment of 
patrolling the west, saw little action in the Civil 
War. Following the mustering out period of the 
war, the regiment, strengthened by the addition 
of half of the 37th Infantry, was assigned to 
garrison the Departement of Missouri in 1866. 
This area included Missouri, Kansas, and the 
Territories of Colorado and New Mexico. In 
1868, regimental headquarters were set up at Fort 
Riley, Kansas, and the line companies were dis- 
persed in forts over a wide area. 

During the next 11 years, the regiment was 
under the command of a veteran Indian fighter. 
Colonel Nelson A. Miles. The 5th strove to 
stop the depredations of the neighboring tribes- 
men and in 1874 the Kiowas and Comanches 
under Chief Satana were defeated. 
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Brigadier General Otuluw S, GbramandeiV v 
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Tbit Dmskm Special Sta£f. Xop rci«^ left to 2yta|. Soberi G. Hauser, »4iutafit general; Maf- Kiebardspn D. 
Bentop, ((aKrtermaster; tL CoL Peltr Si Ro«ii> ti^plain:; MaJ. George E. Mann, spednl service otBcer; It. Coi. Charles 
R, Berry, inapeirtor general. Center row; ti. Col. Jaroe* M. Seegarr finance officer; MaJ. Roy E, Stone, proyoiat jnawhal; 
Lti .CbL.'Thomat J. Sefgler, fignat officer; Lt. CbL Byron Nifioiler,:|uilge advocate; Maj. VilliaKts S, |acobt, snrgenn. 
Bottom row: Li. iCo{. Jiahies F, Ryan, ordnance officer; Maf. John B. Straban, headquarters commandaot; 1st 

Lt, Robert 1. Bloons, chemical officer. 


participating ip f’tesidmt Theodore Roosevelt’s 
inaugural parade tn J905, 

The first machine gtin platoon of the 5th was 
organired t« 1906 when a U. S^ force,, including 
the Second and Third Battations was sent into 
Cuba to enforce peace there. The regiincnt later 
retarned to Platl:^.yrg in and remained at 
that station anti! World War J broke out. 

With the oiitbreak of the Europeari War^ the 
veteran 5th was rushed to the Isthmus to guard 
the newly opened Panaima Canal. The regim^f 
built a, 4^imp at Empire,, ip the Canal Zone, and. 
in spite of heat and Utipical discaise, stood guard 
over the "Big Djtch'*^ uotU 1918, 

The unit was brought, back to the States in the 
summer of 1918 ^id i»c«rporated i»l^ the 17Ui 
Division at Camp Beauregard, Ta. The War end- 
ed before if saw combat and it became a part of 
the Army of pccupaliotv atamiing the: “Watch 
on the Rhiiie'’ for two and a half years. 

Tlic regiment returned hatae in. April of 1922 


to take up garrison duties at Portland, Maine, 
for the next 18 years. But in 1939, with Europe 
once again in turmoil, the 5th sailed for Panama 
to guard the Canal. It returned in January of 
1943 and was stationed at Cuimp Van Dorn, 
Mississippi, where it was attached to the 99th 
Division for training purposes. After Idsing most 
of its personnel to other units, it was filled out 
with recruits and sent to Camp Carson in June 
uader Colonel William H. Bigelowi Die regi- 
ment later was commanded by ColdoeJ Sidney 
C, Wooten, who led it in combat. 


The present 14th Infantry, with 86 years of 
duty behind it, is the fourth U. S- Army regi- 
ment to bear that numerical title. 

The 147 year old history of these regiments 
includes seAke Ui every American war ance 
1812. while only three of them have had a hand 
in the nation's defen.se; all were Organiied under 
the threat of war. . 




ordered the regular army mcfeaised by 25 itjfan- 
tr>’ regiments. The actual recruiting of the I4tb 
Iniantry,- resurrected for the Ihitd time, began at 
Tort TumbuH, Conn., on August 5. 1861. 

The Firs! and Second Battalions of the 14th 
joined the Army of the Potomac for the 1862 
campaign against Richmond. They remamed. in 
that army through the war and saw action in 
most of the great battles, from Manassas to Ap- 
pomatloH. . 

As with the 5th Infantryj the sj'inpathies of 
many former officers of the regiment were with 
the Gonff derate States, whose cause they faith- 
fulB" served during the CHdl War. 

Lack of sufficient officm. parhcularly those 
of senior grade, handicapped the regular regi- 
rhents throughout the vfar. The 14th was no 
exception* and, during most of the contiict, was 
Jed by its setdor captain, ‘Taddv'VO’GonneHv 
who once boasted: 

“I would take the I4th to the Very gates of 
Hejly-^but 1 want a chance to whip the devil 
when I get there." 

When the Army of the Potomac >.• as being 
fonned autside of \Svashinpton for the great 
review that Celebrated the VKtprv'vdts comman- 
der, General George G. Meade, wws asked where 
the 14th Infantry should form. 

“Take the right of the line/’ he said, "Ihe 
14th has always been to the front in battle and 
deserves the honor.’’ 

The regimental motto bears witness that the 
regiment took him at his Word and has been 
there ever since. 


CoJ, Geosge R. Sciihets, Division .ArliUtry Cotnnuindef. 


The first regiment was created ih 1798 as the 
threat of vyar w.ith/N^ spurred 

the nation to a fever of preparedness. But 18 
months later, with this danger averted, , a wave of 
antj-miUtetriss throughout the country swept the 
unit into oblivioni 

With the outbreak; of the War of 1812, how- 
ever, artd the resuiuhg expansion of the smSll 
American army, a reborn 14th appeared in the 
battle line-up. 

Three years later, after the battles of Fort 
Niagara, Frenchman’s Creek, Fort George, Bea- 
yer Daws, Chrystler’s Farm, De Cole’s Mills, 
Chippewa, and Cook’s Mills, the powder-black- 
ened colors were laid away once again, Tii the 
demobilization of t$l5, the I4th Was combined 
with the 1 2th Infantry and the 20th Infantry to 
form the present 4th Infantry. 

Gvet 30 years later, an expanding Unired Sta- 
tes clashed with Mexico over possessioh of Texas 
and Calffomia. And tn 1847, a btand hew 14lh 
jpiaed; T^tieral Winfield Scott's atwy in tlie 
march rjii Mexico City. The regiment ihst had 
been m>uj ted in Loutsatia .Kwk part in the batl- 
les of Contrem, Ghumbiisevj, Molino del Rev, 
CKapuitepec', ^id the -San Ci‘sme Gate of Mexico 
City, The war over^' the regiment was returned 
to Louisiana to W mustured out, of: the service in' 
1848 aite^■;litth^ laore than a' year hf action,- 
. But the smoke had hardly btown way from 
the falkm ForthStimter %yhen Prt’.sident Lincoln 


Major ,Gen«r*! Rofcett 1. Spragins, 
■fUnocr Division Cowlroandep 



Some ailunni of the 7{st. Lel^ to right: Col. Marlin 'C: Mariitii fohiner Staff; Brig. Gen. Frank A. Henning, 

former Division Artiliery Ciomtnander, and Col. Oscar R. Jolurston, former Chief of Staff. 


Arjxl now, >oi the first time in its history,, the 
Hlh yvis: teWfned in active service at the erid of 
a war. Seihrt into the Pacific Northwest to tjnclJ 
Indian outbursts, it subsequently saw action 
aijainst the red skins in Arizona, Califernia, 
Oregon and Washington. 

In 1S66, during the reorganiaation of the army, 
the Second Battalion became the 23rd Infantry: 
the Third Battalion became the 32d Infantry; 
and the First Battalion, expanded info ten com' 
panics, remained as the I4th Infantry. 

During the next 18 years, the reginrent vyas 
almost constantly in the field against the hostile 
Indians who were trying to drive ihe whites 
from the west. The red and biack battle strea- 
mers bearing the names, “Wyoming. 1871,'* 
“Little Big Horn", and "Bamnocks” which were 
added to the colors during this peric^ .testify to 
service against some of the best fighters any 
narion has ever produced. 

The regiment w'ent into gafrisdn service ai 
Vancotiver Barracks in 1884, to be disturbed 
only occasionally by strike or riot duty. In 1893, 
however, four companies .sailed for Alaska where 
ihey arrived iust in time to prevent perniansnl 
occupation of the .Lynn Canal District by E.ng-- 
lahd. - ’ ' 

The Spanish - American War, touched off by 
the sinking of the Maine, broke loose on April, 
19, 1898. On May 25 of that year, five com- 
panies “A’’, “D'\ "E" and "?'■ sailed from 

San Francisco for the PhilUppiPes, 

“B" and “H" w'cre still on duty in Alaska, and 
CompAnv "G" remained behfna to be . the nuc- 
leus of the newly authorized Thitd Badalion, 
The Hth's field service waS terminated in No- 


vetnbirt. anti the regiment returned to Manila. 
Frbfti there, the First flattaiion, designated the 
‘‘borne battalioa“, wa« sent to Forts Brady sod 
in Miehigan. 

In 190CC the pent-up hatred of China agamsr 
the “Foteigii: DiviU” expiocktl at Peking in the 


Major General Eugene M. Landrum, 
former Division Commander. 



Infantry regimental eomtnandew. Left to rtehtr CSttL Sidney C..^oaten, 5th Inf.; Col. Carl E. Lundquist, 14th Inf. 

Col, Au;uetiiy j. Regnier, 66tfa Inf. 


ing fire threw San Francisco into chaos, and 
most of the 14th V/as ordered there to issue relief 
Stipplies and stand guard over the stricken city. 

in 1908, the fegilhent vyas sent into the Phil- 
Sippihes for another tour of duty, but by 19t0 
it was back in the -States and stationed in the 
nortliwcst. The First Battalion went to Fort Lin- 
coln, North Dakota, the Second to Fort Hafri- 
son, and the Third to Fort Missoula, Montana 

Anothet shift occurred in 1913 with the First 
Battalion sent off to Alaska and the remainder 
of the regiment being split up between Forts 
LaWi:on and George Wright, Washington. Unrest 
along the Mexican Border in 1916 found both 
the Second and Third Battalions at Fort Douglas, 
Arizona, patrolling the wastelands. 

When the United Slates entered the war in 
1918, the 14th returned toVancoiivet Barracks to 
prepare for combat. The long absent First Bat- 
talion reioihed the regiment at Camp Dodge, 
Iowa. With the signing of the AimistiGC, the 
14th moved to Camp Grant, Illinois, where it 
was stripped of its war strength. 

Although the 14th had become a crack jungle 
outfit through its experiences in the Phillippines, 
it really earned the title, “Jungleers”, when it 
entered the steaming forests of Panama in 1920. 
The rfigittient landed oh, the Istlunus on October 
27 to take up station at Fort Davis, 

After spending 23 years in guarding and train- 
ing in tire feyer-ridden jungle, the 1 4th shipped 
from Panama to undergo combat trainirig in the 
Slates. The regiment unloaded at San Francisco 
■On June 15, 1943. 


Boxer Rebeilion. Troops were dispatched from 
the United States, England^ France, Germany^ 
Russia. Italy, and Japan to control the situation. 

On July S„ as part of the Americaii force com- 
manded by Genera! Adna R. Chaffee, the l4th 
received orders for China. Reaching Xaku. China, 
on July 28, it left Tientsin lot Peking on 
August 4. August 15 found the weary Allied 
columtis before the walls of Peking and the ini- 
tial attack was launched the following day. Soon 
after* W^hen the' enemy surrendered the inner 
stronghold of foe Forbidden City, the 14th was 
selected to lead foe entry of Allied troops. 

The 14fo letuRied to Manila to spend, a mono- 
tonous year guarding warehouses and offices, 
and in June, 1901, was recalled to the States, 
Back home, foe Regimental Headquarters, plus 
the Second Battalion; was sent to Fort Snellingj 
Minn, The Third Batifalioti was split up| bet- 
ween Forts Porter and Niagara, N Y. ' • ' 
95Tiile stationed at Fort Pottei, Companies 
‘‘R'y ahci "L * guarded the martyred President 
McJCiidey as he, lay dying from 3 b htira an 
® gun. Artec Ids dyadh Gornpany “F' 
.asetoi^d his body to Can ton,, Ohio, and stood 
itjayfo state/- , v 

The regiment was again ordered to the Phil- 
[jppfoes in 1905. The First Battalioti disembark- 
ed at Gamp Hartshocoe, Samar, vvhile the re- 
mainder of the unit proceeded; to Camp Connell 
on the West coast of the island. Two years later 
’the regiment returned to garrison life at Van- 
couver Barracks, ' 

The great earthquake of I9t®;and the result- 



B»ttalioti «nd separate company cnnuoanders. 7op row, left fa M*i> Irving HeymonU Bn,> 5tb In£.; Maj. 
James W- Haley, 3d Bn., Sih InL; Xt. Col- Philip D- BranX Isi Bn-j WA lnX( Ma|. Thomas W. Alvey, 2d Btu, Htfe teX; 
Maj. Robert C. Cameron, 3d Bn., 14th Inf, Second row: Xt. CoX Bvcreit §. Thomas Jr.. 1st Bn., 66lb Inf.; Maj. Fmierisfc 
a Teicfa, 2d Bn., 66th Inf.; JMaj. WBliam F. Harrison, 3d Bn., 66th lai.j Xt Col. Donald A, Hendon, Seith F. A. 
Bn.’; Maj, Clarence W,. Qapuddle, 607 ih F, A, Bn. Third row; XI. Col. Clay O- Collier, 608th F. A. Bn,j Ma|. Doan 
X. Smith, 6p»ih F. A.Bn.; Li. Col. Own R. Eddy. T7W Enjcr. Bn.; Maj. Ralph E. Hockenherry, 37lsi Med. Bn.; Capt. 
George H. Rogge, Dlv.Hq.Co. BoHom row. 1st Xt. William W. Sdunitt, 71st Ren. Tr.; Capt Arthur W- Reese, 57Ut 
Sig. Co.f 1st Lt OIItcv H. Davis, 77iiit Ord. Co.; Isi LX John Q. Staples, 251st QM Co. No photo of Lt Col, Walter 

F. Schmidt commanding 1st Bn., Jih lnf.^ was available. 


By June 21, the entire Uflif had amved at formed originally in 1929 as the 1st lank Regi- 
Camp Carson, where it was incorporated .into the ment" (Light Tanks). 

71st Division under the cornmand of Cofonel It was redesignated as the 66th Infantry (Light 
Henry L: Lyon. Tanks) in 1932, and on July 15, 1940* was renatti- 

ed the 66 th Armored Regiment, Under the latter 
|/ The forerunner of the pt®ent ^th Infantry designation it- still e.\ists according to the His- 
was the 66tb Infantry ( Light Tankis} which was torkal Section of the Army War Gollege. 
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So, unlike her sister regiments, both of whom Hawaii, and a number of troops from the 89th 
have long and colorful battle records, the 66th Division. 

came into being in 1943 just shortly before the The regiment instituted under the command of 
71st Division. Colonel Andrew J. Shriver was built around 

It was formed from the First Battalion of the veteran, jungle-trained troops. The “Old Man” 
14th, known as the “Pathfinder” Battalion, and himself had just arrived at Carson after a three 
the Second Battalion of the 5th, along with a year tour of duty in Puerto Rico, 
cadre from the 34th Infantry, then serving in 


I i jil 'll fl T j 

I. N'V-Hbn 'f UF i-'fCHiGAN 


^Atcuniiun^ 


With the formalities of activation over, the 
71st started on its experiment. The light division 
was a new wrinkle, and the Army would pay 
more than casual attention to the outcome. 

Training began immediately. The proverbial 
book was thrown at the men. They were trained 
on one hand in all phases of modern warfare, 
from carbines and pistols to bazookas and flame- 
throwers, and on the other hand in the more 
primitive means, particularly where the mule was 
concerned. Later it was found that no compro- 
mise could be worked out, because the mule was 
too slow in getting around to synchronize into 
the pattern of mechanized war, but it wasn’t be- 
fore the men had learned it the hard way that 
the Army decided to sign this noble experiment 
off its books. 

During the training both the men and the 
mules were conditioned. It’s hard to say which 
became more rugged or suffered more during 
this conditioning. For the mule it was that in- 
cessant climb up the mountains with “dummy” 
loads; for the men it was playing nursemaid to 
the mules on these mountain excursions plus a 
motley of conditioning routines to relieve them 
from the monotony of just plain walking. 

The infantrymen couldn’t brag too much about 
being a “foot soldier”, because in the light divi- 
sion everyone walked, from the general down. 
On the road marches the first ten miles didn’t 
count; they were only the “warm-up” that brought 
the men to the starting point, where the march 
would begin, and from there the official twenty- 
five miles up into the mountains and back would 
commence. 

Besides the mules and the men’s backs there 
was another common carrier. It was the steel 
cart, a two wheel job, originally built to be used 
with a jeep. It was an indispensable piece of 
equipment, particularly on the longer mountain 
climbs and road marches. To make it easier to 
haul around the cart was equipped with inflated 


rubber tires. But it could be a terrible burden 
at times, with 20 men ganging up on one cart 
to get it over a gully or an embankment. The 
men lamented, “Why, if all the guts we strained 
to get those damn carts over the hills were laid 
end to end, they would reach to the moon, and 
what was left over we could stretch to Japan and 
Germany and hang Tojo and Hitler”. 

The “stable cop” honor was bestowed on the 
new-comer. In brief, that detail consisted of 
massaging the stable floor with a stiff broom 
and shovel, and then hauling away the “sweep- 
ings” to be used for fertilizer. It was during this 
briefing in stable chores that many an urban 
dweller decided to remain just that in his post- 
war life and not be swayed by propagandists of 
the “back-to-the-farm” movement. 

Included in the essentials of light division 
training was knot-tying. First, it was learning 
how to tie the different types of knots, and then 
came the lessons in applying this knot-tying to a 
load to be tied to a pack saddle of a mule, se- 
curing it and balancing it, even on the balkiest 
mule. In this department only a few ever became 
experts. 
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First lej an the assault of Pike’s Peak by the 608th Field Artillery Bn. The picture shows the aaJi^tfHanee section of 
Battery A going from Bradley Pasture to Rosemont Dam. 


Cheyenne Mountain was in the “backyard” of did it while, at Carson. The first was the 60Sth 
Camp Carson, so that all the possibilities of a Field Artillery Battalion, whidh, iii &pten»beti 
light division could be tested without going out scaled to the top, taking along 4CK) men and 200 
of the way. The nearby rnoiintain larige was tmiles. All the men carried full field packs, and 
made-to-order with accentuation on rough ter- the mules were fully loaded. In October, the 
rain. Training problems were conductecl along 731st AAA Battalion also scaled to &c top with 
the slopes without too much pau« between pro- its full complement of mules and men.: 
blernsj, some lasting only, overnight and others It cost double fare op the bus to get to Co- 
up to a week, loraclo Springs from Carson. The rhen of the 

But the story was the same for both the mule 71st made it '’their” city after duty hours and 
and the man, groping and struggling, always on week-ends. There yvas the Blue Spruce Cafe 
nphin - — never down with a full corapLe- where everybody met everybody, and ate when 
m^f of gear, for tire mule it was that burden- they missed chow ; and also there wa.<i the Antlers 
some pack saddle with 9 full toad that was very Hotel and its oocktail lounge. The Antlers cater- 
often unbalanced and worked itself off; before ed mainly to the “brass”, but an EM could have 
the: destmation w'as reached j while for the men his fun: if he was willipg to put out tire dough, 
it was a steel helmet, field and pile, jacket, two At the outskirts of the city .was ihsi Broadinoori 
pairs of trousers, shoe pacs with two pairs of the ultra-modern millionakc's resort with its 
heavy woolen socks, a full jungle pack loaded million dollar hotel, where the lowest rate for a 
down with a sleeping bag, tent, and ”G” rations, room was 12 sma«kers a day. Befote the War 
plus a rifle, shovel, or pickaxe, and all his per* only the gilt-edged incomes could afford it, but 
sonals. And underneath all tfds equipment was wfaile. at Carson the 7Ist men made it just another 
a scratchy and itchy underweaff which was very hang- out. On week-ends, whenever the men 
uneomfortable during the climbs, but was indts- could afford it, there was Denver, an hour away 
pensable in sumviog the night coolness of the by bus, where scarce steak dinners could be 
mountains. bought without dealing through the black market. 

Although scaling Pike’s wasn’t on the Winding up the training program in Gamp 

regular training schedule, two units of the 71st Carson were the *‘D” series of field problems, of 
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which there were three, each lasting^ a week, with latct, no ^nches were to be pulled and the light 
mock warfare being carried on, The ettrire Divi* division was to get its acid test; Equiptnent yvas 
sion took to the fields and was Split into two packed and crated; the mm given a final 
units the Red and the Blue Forces ~ briefing: the mules were given a bttte-over: and 

which were pitched against each other to carry an attempt was made to weed out, all those who 
out simuiated battle. The whole series was tacti- were considered to be physically unfit for the 
cal, even to the eating of “C” rations the maneuvers. 

old style, Although it was December, and the During the first week in February the pack- 
Eockies had their cold spells, no fires were ing was finished, and all was set for shipment to 
allowed, resulting in many cases of frost-bitten California. The first units began to leave during 
hands and feet, plus the normal run of ‘'colds", the first week, and the remainder of the Division 
During the operatiorts of these “D” series the pulled Stakes within a week after. The outfit 
men and the mules both got in their share of travelled via Sait Lake City, Las Vegas, and Los 
walking atxd, mountain climbing. Angeles, spending three days and hvo nights on 

Xiy the dime the scries was completed both the the train before being greeted by the orange 
muk and the men knew every stone and grain groves of California and the mammoth camouk 
of sand that made up the local mountains, from laged aircraft plants that stretched along the rail- 
Pifcc's Fealc down, because if they traveled that road right-of-way. 

area once, they did it a hundred times before Hunter Liggett Military Reservation looked 
they finaJiy' left Camp Carson. very inviting from the level ground, and didn’t 

To get a marching song exclusively for the show' any of the drabness that the title of mili- 
71st men a contest was sponsored by General tary reservation suggests. In fact, it was a very 
Spragins. More than 200 songs were entered, scenic spot; typifying the great outdoor beauty 
Out of this lot the “71st Light Division March- of the Wesi. with its abundance of trees and 
ing Song" was selected, it was comfKwed by a picturesque mountains in the background, 
cmlian, Elsie peVoc of Tampa, Fterida, a concert One could even say it injected romance into 
pianist and teacher. the veins as this panorama of Hunter. Liggett 

V7itb the advent of 1^44, the Divdsion Military Reservation was viewed from the level 

ed for its famous finnter Liggett episode, tte ground. But only from the level grouiid. be- 
Division was to be shipped to this military re- cause, after the first week 
servadon in the California motmtains for full mountains all the beauty of them disappeared, 
scale maneuvers in which, as the men found out The v'eather at Hunter tiggett atsd vs'asn't the 





W'eakened by the incessant rain, they were out 
repairing the damage. 

Five A.M„ three weeks after they had settled 
into tKis base camp, the units were alerted to 
break carap, and get ready to innve on the first 
phase. Sleepily and awkwardly the men began 
to .stumble around in the half-light of early 
morning, gathering up their scattered equipment, 
and grumbling, “Why in the hell do they have 
to staft the war so early in the morning?" By .six 
o’clock the mules were brought to base camp 
areas, and loaded witli equipment; chow was 
served; and at seven o'clock the units were ready 
to move. 

Thm the. famous 21 days of the 7 1st light 
Division began. There haven’t been 21 days. i|ke 
it since, not even in combat, and to Hc-xr tir^ 
talk about it, one wonders howv even one man 
survived it, “So, you think this is tough - - 
well, you should have been at Hunter Liggett.” 
They even said that in combat. 

From the start the first phase was like getting 
out of the w'rong side of the bed and having 
everj^hing go wrong. The , ram ^ 
downpour spree that nevyr , Completely s 
until the phase w'as almost. , oyer, 's,: 

After traveling four miles 
carayan halted at the hMO of 
looked about as easy to scale as 
skyscraper. It would have looked forbidding 
withovrt the rain, and the '’swUchhack*' trail that 
scaled it still didn’t niak.e the clirnh look any 
easier. It was impossible to climb, so eveiyone 

dream the California chambers of commerce had 
been piping out to the fourists. As the men 
recall )tr the first day they set foot on the resets 
vadon they didn’t even bother to pitch their 

tents because it was one of those golden days. ' 

When night come, they just rolled out their 

and missed out on the “rest" eiiWely, for as 

the rOads were washed out and bridges were This «. the way water was transported in the mountains. 


A mountain canary and {tielid. 





Scenes «n Armistice Day, 1943, ptrade in Coiocado Springs. Topii' The Divisjpa batxi swings down the itrassc. 
BoHoin: The Division's pack miiles add color to the occaaion. 


thought, but iiY the booUs it said it wouUi be 
done - - —with the mules, fujl field pacfe, tatts, 
and, if necessar y , in jhe rain. 

The advance units of ibe infiatry bt^an tire 
ventute first. THeV trawled a huhdr^ J'^rda 0i> 
the switch baejes, atuf then the fa«t began ta Have 
its telling effeete. Tfe trail became a vetbable 
mud bog. After the first bundned yards as the. 
trail became steeper and th.^ mud deeper .ibey be- 


gan to crawl .tnd grope on their hands and knees. 
The carts W^jfe finally abandoned. It was; onH' 
the mcir abd fheit pa^ 

By . tefb bftytnt^ advaoce units .made it 

to thc‘ top of ;ihp,fitsP ^ and were bc^ 

gimwng to get pjady b> the nest onei 

several hundred yards ^jead. The other siniis 
wett: still below, waiting to follow but finally 

the irall bi«a«ie 




Rain, rocks and mud. 



Squads of men attempted to get up to the men 
on top of the mountain, but with the trail wash^ 
ed out complet^, scaling the mountain was 
more difficult. The men who had reached the 
top were not happy. Some had raincoats over 
their overcoats, fatigues, and a couple of under- 
shirts, but even with these layers of clothing the^* 
became drenched to the skin. And they couldn t 
build fires, because the rain had drenched every- 
thing so thoroughly. Most of them just laid 
down on the ground and tried to keep warm 
that way. 

Finally, late in the night, other men managed 
to make it to the top with blankets and food. 
The medics were dispatched, and they managed 
to make it to the top early the next morning. 
They worked in shifts well into the next day, 
bringing down casualties. 

As the men put it as they wormed their way 
up the mountain through the mud, “And they 
say combat is tough”. 

the next day the rain let up, and rescue work 


was carried on. The maneuvers were temporarily 
called off to take care of the casualties, and allow 
the gumbo of the mountain trail to dry up. 

On the third and fourth days the infantry 
units, with the engineers to hack a trail into the 
mountainside, again started up. By the fifth day 
even the rear units got up into the mountains. 
It kept raining, but the men kept on thrusting 
from one mountain crest to the next, each one 
getting steeper and the terrain rougher. 

As the Division reached farther into the 
mountains and farther away from the main 
supply base, the supply problem became more 
complicated. At first wKcn the rain had made it 
impossible for the mules to travel, the outfits 
had to resort to the relay system, lining up the 
men along the "firebreak” and passing the sup- 
plies, one at a time, from man to man. A very 
slow process at its best. And as the supply line 
got longer one guess was good as the ne.xt as to 
when the supplies would come through. 

The higher the mountains reached the greater 
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a week, and {be imni ha<ilcd only efsoajfb eijSA- 
fi-ttes tor n Vi'cek By ihe. end of ihn? second 
week the scarcity ot tigaiette.v brougiu the price 
Up to a dollar. \Vhenever *v butt was lit »p a 
"breadune” tonped to get snipes on ii, and be- 
fore (he cigarette was firajly disca^^ as a 
‘'ftngcr-burji’* at least ten men would have had 
“butts” on it. 

When the pha.se roUed into its third week the 
89th Division w'as, fi»a,lly spotted. Excitctnem 
became rife among the men. “The phase can't 
last much loDgei nawt that's for sure," was the* 
hopeful cry. 

Although it was true that the phase vyas;p6ar^ 


became the watci supply problem. A sirapUfied 
way of getting if never could be figured out, 
Whatever means detosed always speUeef 

hard work, Watot bad :fo bt hauled on a pack 
board attached to a roan s back. £t was one- of 
the worst details to gel assigned to, a duty that 
carried the same distasic -as K.P in garrison. All 
the water fmlnts were on ih^ ftt'pts t>bfhe valley, 
and usually oft the beaten path in a mass o£ 

jungle uftdej'gi'owtb. 

,As the first week oh, rumorsi started to' 
circulate that the phase would be over in another 
day or so. They heard it down at the base camp 
where some of the men had just been on defaii 


Upward, ever vipwai-d, with' (ht b«nd c«rt at Hunter Liggett. 


But, at the end of the first week, the Iphase was htg its ttod, its 

just getting A start* The ttvotintaiiis the CoUftonting the epi^to^ regLui- 

men had to cUmb and the obstacles they created rement. of outoMheuvering 

became harder, A'ftof . getting oyer the crest of The third yfbek Was the .bi^t j^ctok'S' nightmare 
one^mountain another svould bob into view right all over agtotn dniy doubled.; Katl almost 

behind it, only a h'ttk: sreeper and higher. Mean- disappeaied. The rains came agaiti, coupled with 
while^ the supplies were getting fewer and fewer, \ an incessant wind. The men were at the ap<?x of 
DuLtng the second week the *‘C’’ radbos were the mountain chain now. Life in the raw became 
becommg a laxurious repash Even the vegetable a fact. Tents pitfhed at night blew avvay befoto 
stow tocT the Chelsea cigarettes had a heretofore morning. 

liiwiiscbvaieii appeal and grandeur. Cigarettes Casualties from cplds^ poison oak, and eJe- 
became a -^‘black market” commodify on the han.stion again began to 'mount. These maJieu.'- 
mouiitain top. Before the phase began it had vers had befen officially pronounced the toughest 
been taken for grantod the phase would List only ever held by the Army, and they were lakmg 





Moving up Firebreak Ttail 


thdr toll. At one time over 1500 men were located on the other side rbe wwuRUitn ranges 
hospitaliiied, and the phase officlaih- ended ^ not before 

i^he men„-f«i3lly lopped the last mountam the men had re-climbed the rnountain range, arid 
crest, and descended into Naciemento Valley, traveled back to the base camp. 


A team of Company C, 371*1 Medicai JI.n., pullii and pushes 
a '-vbeded iilldir loaded rrifts supplies and e*)uipiaent up a 
deep Hunier liggeti trail, 


731*1 AAA Btt, moving up Firebreak Trail, 
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After first attendinjj to the mules, the men 
settled doivn for a mst period r- ~ — arid "B” 
rations. The rations at first Were too rich anti 
bowels couldn't stand prosperity, 

A mobile PX came to the base camp witb its 
beer, cigarettes, and candy. U SO shows from 
Hollywood with Carole Landis, Jack Benny, Pat 
O’Brien, and a florit of chorus girls toured the 
units to entertain th<>5« who chose to ^Stay in 
camp during the *'break'^. . ^ 

Many men got three-day passes to Ixia An- 
geles, fiollj'wood, and San Prancisco- In LoS 
Angeles and Hollywood there were, besides the 
sunshine, the Hollywood Canteen, Trocadero, 
and Santa Monica BeacK, where the Hbllywodd 
stars could be seen, talked to, and danced with. 
At San Francisco there was a lot of robust night 
life, plus a lot pf sailors. But there Were enough 
pretty women to go around aiid friction between 
soldier and sailor was negHgible. . 

But wbethet the man went to L. Ai or Frisco, 
there was a common grievance a three day 
pass W'aS hardly enough compensation for all the 
rigors of Hunter Liggett, and hardly enough, time 
to shake off the gumbo of ihg ftmu trails. 
But, back he went. Into the barracks bags went 
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In left foregtound is » light machiiM! gtto defending Hill 
3229 l durkig die eerend .pbate. 



A«»fat pboio of Firebreak Xraili Moving sotiffi. dt' 
additional trails neceasary (4 {!>rMdde eaatef sidpeti ^At- 
the bindicans. 


the OD’& and the civilian shoes and oUt came 
the fatigues and GI shoes. 

The second phase began. The weather was a 
little more favorable, which was a god-send on 
the orte hand., but a curse on the other. With 
h^lllllll^ better weather/ tiie enem^ -was met faster, and 

combat assumed more serious; propbitioHS. And 
that meant more woth for the men, mote hill 
climbing, more ^walking, atrd irmre cussing.. Battle 
alerts were always given at the most inconvenient 
hours of the mightt usually iwheh^ t^^^ 
was getting good, around one or two A. M. 

^he 71st and 89th struggled ^amst each 
other in simulated war, each was firm in its 
belief that it was winning the battle, and both 
fought the umpires. The umpires, like all good 
umpires, were completely unmindful of the rc- 
.’^ . marks being made about their judgment: When/ 
ever they though the time had come, they would 
dash out between the tw'o, waving white flags 
. and assessing casualties. And being a casualty 
|B|H||H||HH|Bpyra[3 had very definite disadvantages.; The umpire 

/would have to be very subtle; in going jsbout 
An umpire with red flag disqualifies an aitempl of flSih ‘‘tagging” a would-be casualty.. In most cases he 
Division foivea to (uipture a squad of Red Ctrdert. would resort tO htS enlisted assistant, who WoUld 
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walk up to one of the men picked to be a cas- 
ualty, and start a conversation. When he had his 
unsuspecting victim completely off-guard, he 
would slap a tag on him, saying he was “wound- 
ed”, and then the long walk would begin to the 
medical clearing station. The medics would read 
his t ag, sympathize, and tell the man to go back 
to his outfit. So back up the hill the “wound- 
ed” went, muttering all sorts of nasty things 
about the umpires. 

For the litter-bearers there was the headache 
of simulated litter patients. Usually the patient 
seemed to be a six-footer, weighing between 200 
and 250 pounds. He was a very awkward load 
to tote uphill and through brush to the clearing 
station, which always was far to the rear. 

On the third day of the second phase a very 
disconcerting fact was discovered, and morale 
within the 71st took a dive. Some officer in the 
artillery, while looking through his BC scope, 
saw one of the 89th men carrying his mess gear. 
Observing the man further, the officer found he 
was headed for chow that was being dished 
from a mobile kitchen unit. It was “B” rations! 

The men on this second trip became more and 
more familiar with the terrain and mountains. 
Such names as Chalk Peak and Wizard’s Gulch 
became as common as Main Street. But nobody 
ever got used to climbing the hills, and the men 
were just as tired and winded the last time as 
they were the first. 

A gas attack was thrown into the second 
phase, smoke pots simulating the gas. Fast-fly- 
ing P-39’s simulated air strikes, and L-4’s drop- 
ped flour sacks for the bombing and shelling 
effects. 

The break after the second phase was like the 
first “B” rations, mule care, passes to L. A. 


and Frisco, poker games in tents, and shows. 

The third phase began. Again it was up those 
hills, toting “C” rations, and leading the mules. 
Speculation was rife. Would it be the last phase? 
Rumor had it there would be as many as four 
more. Officially, nothing was said. 

It was during this phase that the rumor came 

up right from the personnel clerks, to 

that all privates and privates first class would be 
going POE after the maneuvers. 

Another rumor that got “hot” was that the 
whole Division would be sent to the Pacific or 
India to join General MacArthur’s forces right 
after the maneuvers were finished. 

Also there was speculation that the 71st would 
end up in some infantry camp, with Fort Lewis 
in Washington and Fort Leonard Wood in Mis- 
souri as the best bets. 

The third phase, lasting only nine days, was 
officially the last phase, but it wasn’t until the 
phase was over that the men found out. At first 
no one would believe it. But, when it was 
established as official, everyone went into a fren- 
zied celebration. To most it couldn’t have been 
better if the war had ended then. 

With the maneuvers over the Division moved 
to a new base camp where the pup tents were 
discarded for six-man pyramidal tents, and gar- 
rison life took over while the Division awaited 
its next assignment. 

One rumor that became a fact was that all the 
privates and privates first class would be trans- 
ferred to POE, and 3,200 men left the Division. 
ASTP students were sent in to replace them. 

And so ended the Hunter Liggett episode, not 
to be forgotten for a long time by the men who 
went through its agonies. 
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Fort Bcnntnfi:, Ga., was chowsen as the next site 
of the 7lst. The official orders, directing the 
Division to its new location, came in the middle 
of May. The advance parties left irmnediatelv, 
and by the end of the meiith the entire, outfit 
had completed its movement into the Sand Hill 
ares of Fort Beoning.- 

Wi^out fprmaiity, after settling down on Sand 
Hilh the 71 sf was converied into a standard tri- 
angidar infanbry divisiqn. The infant:^ regiments 
were increased fr<gn theft: li strength 

of 2,075 to the standard regimental strenmh of 
3,350 men, and other units were increased pro- 
portionately. To the three field artillery batta- 
lions was added the 564th Field Artillery Batta- 
lion, The 58lst Anti-Tank Battery returned to 
the 5th Infantry as the Anti-'Tanfc Company. The 
7yisf AAA Battalion was deactivated, and its 
personnel w’as absorbed by the other units within 
the 71st„ ■ : . ■ 

Also, in converting, from a light to 4 standard 
division, the inules were completely replaced by 
molofiied equipment. The last that was heard 
of the mules they were somewhere in Nebrask- 
pasturing on the ranges. 

Tire Division was still light in the number oJ 
men, Replacemints Began tb trickle in during 
July and Angustj but: it wamh until October 
that re'mforcemetils brought the imit up to full 
strength, The men came from all sectors of the 
country and from many diffcient army camps; 

General Spragins continued to comm.nid the 
71st until August, and then he was sent to 
Europe to command the 44th Infantry Division. 
He. >vas replaced in command by Major Gener.il 
Eugene M. tandrum, a Veteran of the Alcutianst 
whose temite lasted until the end of October', 
when the command was taken over by Brigadier 
Genera! Willard G. Wyman, who was a y^eieras, 
of bojh the Asiatic and European of 

combat, and wa.s on Gener.il Srillv'ell’a staff dur- 
ing the China rBumna campaign in 1942. He 


remained in command through the 71st s Benil- 
ing days, and led the Division through ^combat. 
Brigadier General Onslow S, Rolfe continued as 
Assistant Division Commander and Brigadier 
General Frank A. Henning continued in com- 
mand of Division Artillery, Colonel Marlin C, 
Martin, Chief of Staff, was replaced in August 
by Colonel Oscar R. Johnston, who remaiited 
Chief through the reroainer of the stay at Bcftn- 
ing and througk combat. ; 

At Benning, new land marks became establi- 
shed with the men. There w^ CoJumbus, the 
nearest city to the Fort, tp wBich the meft 
ked most often, and where the GTs outnumber- 
ed the civilians, tw'o to one. Adjolnilig it oh the 
Alabama side of the Chattahoochie River was 
Phoimix City, With hi siat-boa^^ beer joints 
and its ev'er*^ present B- girls, who hhstled for 
upstairs tirade as they dished out the drinks to 
the soldiers. It was the hot spot oh Sund 33 rs 
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Coitunandlng officers of the feOTtlr, 608th, 609lh and 584th Artillery tiaUalions eume before Brig, Gen^ ffenning, Divi’ 
sioa Artillery Commander, to receive their colors at a Fonrih of July teremony at Tiger Field, Ft. Bemiing, Ga. 


when the Georgia liw closed (he gin mills in 
Coltunb us. 

Idle Hour Pafk, on the outskirts of Phoeaix 
City and Spallings Pool and Baw. on the out- 
skfcts ot Columbus, were also heavily patronised 
by ih'e men foV dancing, and as the place, to pick 


up a girl. On week-ends il was Atlanta, a hun- 
dred miles, away.,, where, nea^^ eyery GI made, at 
least one trip during his stay at Benntog, 

"When the Division moved into Sand; 
summer was just coming into its own in Gboir 
gia, and Sand Hill, like the rest of. die st-1te, 
became an interfio. The heat replaetidltl^^ 

4 .S dig thing to be cussed. Es'eri during the 
coolest part of the night the tempfetature retnaih- 
ed in the uncomfoinablr nmctiesv 
The routine at Benning was heavily ear-rnatk- 
ed with basic Gaining', , . There Were the road 
mar cbes, the firing" range, ll&ies, gas attack 
drills. Arid all the o of army- tratn.- 

Ihg,, were also the Saturday- inoiiiing in- 

spectiahsf af n&t oclock with the- belt buckles 
blitsedv shoes shiaed and placed in the right 

- ordet under- the bed, and special stress on .the 

, ' ' '-yf-.A •- mspepfion of (he most . remote <x*rnei;s of (he 

barracks for, dust. 

As t he summer wore on, unit training supple- 
mented , ittdiv'idtiaVtiAtniiig. Part of the unfl 
traming was (he (iveakly night problem, whkh no 
one liked. M.ap otiebtalion, inf(ln<anon thiough 
.\ general view of the four Field Artillery battalions as enemy lines and recdnnaissaiice ot enemV p05)> 

-they jtotid in formation at the presentation ceMniony. tions. were Strewed, V ’ 



Rinemti: tB dMM fornM^on at Xigier Field, Ft. Benning. 


Jn Sefitembw men were sent to Camp Gotdori and fort Benning, battle conditions were closely 
to a packing and crating school to learn how to simulated druing die maneuvers^ Fox holes were 
box and crate organdatiortal equipment so damp dug and all Installations ■were camouflaged- The, 

salt .air wouldn’t rufii it;. The course , was one field arftlleries set up their guns to give Fire .supr-* 

week long, and as soon as one, group completed port to the infantry units .as they laiihched their 
the course another would be sent to take it, attacks. Field tommHnicattons were set up, and 

With the Division teadring full strength in 
October, talk of gotiig overseas became more 
serious. If washT to idle rumor any- longer and 
the imminence of that day of comfcat could be 
felt in the wine! .ft eJme on Oetolwit 13. The 
Division was alerted for overseas movement, and 
preparations were begun Jitimediaiely ' to ready 
the Units for shipment to the staging areas. Fuiv 
loughs, were cancelled, wills: were made out; in- 
SUr.ince policies were increased, and the packing 
and loading of equipment began. Then the aleit 
was called off. 

pivistOR maneuvers began on December 12, 
and wouod up on January 12, maiking the final 
phase of trajoing at Benning- 1» was atsb the last 
dry run fot thg men of the 7isk The tnaitcuvef s 
were; divided into four tatdtcal pe&blgms, each 
lasftog five undeF the conttol of the 

Division Commander, 

Staged in the immediate vicinity of Sand Flitl 


Full tieiil impection. 





Scenes a( an autumn Division review. Top; Marching past the reviewing stand. BottPm; The t>{ vision band, 


retxrnnai&sance into enemy positions was carried 
on. The medics established clearing siations and 
evacuated simulated casualties. 

.During the breaks between the problems, pas- 
ses were limited^ and those who didn’t get passes 
had tb: work on the packing of egulpateat, and 
taking inventory of supplies. ' 

It wasn't official yet, but the citiiens of Co- 
lutnbos had it all doped out. that the Division 
Was “hot”, and it would be less than a month 
before the 71st would nwving o.ut of Sand 


A howitzer of Battery C, W)9th Field .ArtiUery Bn„ fires 
from 4 rearward slope. 


aod plenty of It. 





TaJctng a break:. 


Hill and heading for POEi Xiiis was around skeptical then, 'The false alert in; Octdher was 
Christmas; However, most of the men remained still too fresh in their tiiinds, and now 


stilt too fresh in their twnds, and now they w 
determined not to Eelieve it until they set foot 
on that .gati^piank. ; 

But packing and crating begki again in ear- 
nest after ihe raweuvers were finished; Fur- 
loughs werit eanceUed, ;and the personnel clerks 
stafted their hoandiBg oh the insurance .policies 
and Class “E” allotments. Show-down tn^cc- 
fiohs of clotliing became a daily grind; w^al 
Was issued one day for a replacement of worn 


Members' nl Assault Sgu«d'i2, Ccitnpatiy S, ilk tnfanlry, 
aWih «{rm>l tu bcg.ln sssautl ofl forttfieji poittlon ai soon 
as stiilkry fht U lifted during !Pf; 5?E.T»ni«i|! field probUm, 


Scene in a Medical En. surgical tent during Ft. Benning 
maneuvers. ... 
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Tired lolditrt in » CP bUefcout l•Di. 


who had attejidcci &e padjdilg and crating 
gchooL if was a slow and tedimss, job, particu- 
ia^ly the and bulky equipijjtent. Firsts the 

boxes had io be made, then lined with paper, 
and tarred. After the equipment was put in it 
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£TO>boun<l. Ttoopii of the 7tst advAoce entrain at Ft. Benning for the tong journey to France. 


had to be wired and nailed, which was done on 
ah improvised assembly line. Then, with that 
processing completed,' the box' had to be stencil- 
ed with ndmbers and letters to identify the or- 
ganijation to which it belonged. 

On January 12, the Division received orders 
to triove to the siagihg area at Camp : Kilmer, 


The advance detachment forming, at the railroad yards. 


New Jersey. The advance vdetaiTte already 
moved out about nine days previous to make 
preparations for the arrival of the main l^y of 
troops. 

The night before leavihK, .all buhl« arid mat- 
tresses were turned in, and the men slept on the 
bare floors. Most of the packs had been rolled 


A machine gun squad of the 66th Infantry moves forward 
during Ft. Be ntiing maneuvers. 
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So overcoats and jackets served as blankets. 

Next morning, the buildings were swept out 
for the last time and the grounds about the bar- 
racks carefully policed. After the Fort inspectors 
had given their okay, the men marched down to 
the trains. 

The trip was uneventful. Meals were served 


on paper plates three times a day, and the Red 
Circle men watched the southland drift out from 
under them, played cards, or just read news- 
papers and magazines. 

“This is it, men,” was heard many times, but 
somehow it seemed most unreal that the 71st 
was at last headed overseas. 
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The loii^; troop train finally wbeeaed to a stop 
on a cold, snow-covered siding at Kilmer. In- 
side the cars, men who had recently griped about 
the chilly weather of Georgia buttoned up extra- 
tight against the brisk northern breeze. 

The tiorthym bred men rather enjoyed the 
new climate. Naturally they tried to explain to- 
their southern buddies just what snow was, but 
the lesson didn’t take very well. The latter held 
some pretty strong opinions of people who 
would live in a country like this. 

The trek to the barracks led up the hill j'kast 
the bus station advertising “Broadway and -42d 
Street”, on past the theater and the telephone 
buydings, and down mto the barraeks a«?a„ The 
camp, you sOon learned, was split up into areas, 
each having its own PX and tneafer. Ititer-area 


bus service allowed yon to visit friends or attend 
shows in any other area. 

The advance party of the division had left for 
Kilmer on January 3, but the last contingent 
didnh arrhe until the 20th. By that time the 
advance detail for the overseas destination had 
been at sea for about 10 days. 

Tlie business of getting seftled Went off fairly 
smoothly,. In a short time you Were skidding 
across a slippery porch and groping into the ugly 
misbegotten huilding that was to be home tor 
the next few days. 

Once inside, you staked out a claim to a brink ,, 
just in case there shouldn’t be enough to go 
around, parked your rifle atrd pack, and started 
looking things oyer. 

A quick inspection of the imerior- revealed 
hundreds of nairres scribbled on the w^aUst^- 
plus the dates of arrival and departure. For most 
of yoii there was ttothing encouraging about 
those dates, not if you disliked getting seasick. 

The more optimistic reported dates such a.s 
‘■Arrived b Oct i4 - - Left 14 Oct .44'.''. The 
pessiniists uritoVcfed ones like ‘Arrived 12 Sept 
44 ^ ■ Left f5 ^pt 44"! 


“Baby,” breathed a disgusted private, defini- 
tely in the latter c,ategory. “i’ll never get to the 
■BigCityV’ 

‘Ah, keep your shirt on,” advised a corporal. 
‘Tt only takes them three days to process us, if 
were here longer than that, you'll g^f to go. 
Besides, ail the division isn't here yet.” 

Unpacking activities vvere , irderrupted by the 
annottncemeni that- knifCt fdtk, and spoon would 
he needed at chow. The ntess. hahs tttrned out 
to be big roomy affairs, serving plenty of good 
hot food, 1 

“It’s worth being sent. over.scas to get to eat 
like this,''’ a refugee from the Benning chow lines 
rernarked- 

“Yeah. The condemned man ate a hearty meal," 
the Pfe next to him replied, gloomily shoveling 
food into his mouth. 

There W'ore really tw'o dining halls under one 
roof, and i| one side was fitled'by the time your 
Outfit reached it, you double-timed around the 
building and into the other side.. 

Most of the men spent a day on KP, during 
whrcK they sniffed themselves as full as possible. 
“Too wOti't get anydhing like this overseas”, was 
the general verdict, so the Reid Circle men tried 
to leave itpdtiiig edible befiind. 
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service club, theater, or USO show oh the post. 
And things reall)' started to hum when fvasses 
were issued. 

For the majority ol the men. passes were 
limited to 12 hours. But iif your wife and family 
were somewhere close, the non-coms generally 
tried to steer a 24 <it 36->bour pass your way. 

Censorship b^gan at Kilmer. For the first 
time all letters were checked and telephone calls 
were rapnitofed. When a unit left camp all tele- 
phones were disconnected. You were cautioned 
against letting anyone know where you were 
located, but it seemed that most of New York 
knew this secret. 


The fii-st three days at thy ^st were devoted 
to ieciuECS, movies, and dothirig and equipment 
shakedowns. New gas masks were issued, and 
an outdoor drill found both men and officers 
trying to keep warm while going tbrougb the 
motions of testing for gas. / ^ 

A final physical exam was held, and the boys 
with the hypos jabbed you with, typhus and 
typhoid shots as you ran by. You learned what 
a modern lifeboat contrins and how to abandon 
ship. Down the side of the "U.S.S. Rock ’n Rye," 
you crawled, clutching desperately at the frozen 
net while your “friends” aerideq your method 
of descending. 


Pi.tchin:g t«nt!i in the mud and rain at Camp Old Gold. 


The division stayed at Kilmer for about eight 
days. You knew it wouldn't be long when the 
sergeants marked your helmet with the number 
of the train seat you would occupy. You would 
be governed by ibis ritttnber until after leaying 
the ship. At last, tlie supply sergeanfe calk'd in 
.til O. D, blouses. and passes were cahceiled. 

The rie.vt. day all, belongings Went back into 
the dufflebags, and you gave the rifie another- 
good cleaning. ' You moved out thjough the 
snow after dark and wondered if the men still 
in camp were griping because the telephones 

were out of order- 

The dufflebagS had already been put on tJw 
train by a special detail, and you rolled them 
off onto the floor and 'tried to get as' comfort 
table as possible duripg the brief trip. At the 
harbor yoti wety herded onto a ferry. A short 


Insurance and allotments were straightened out, 
and many men thoughtfully converted their 20 
per cent overseas pay' into Class "E" allotments 
for their familic?. 

Marching from one theater or demonstration 
to the next was something of a problem. Fox 
one thing, it equ Id hardly be called marching 
when every man in a unit expected momentarily 
to break his neck on the ice-covered pavement. 
For another, there were so many lectures to at- 
tend that even the officers in ch«wge .got their 
wires crossed now and then. An outfit that had 
mushed from oi» to anothe? occasionally 
found hxttlf ioofcuig fbr sdfl atm ctrea. 

It was pretty bard to keep ; track of your 
friends during dits period. At the end or tl»e 
day they scattered alt over camp. You could 
find a Red Circle man in just about any PX, 



ride and you had rcachetJ the dot;k. There was 
the ship. You didn’t know bes iiatne and weren't 
espedaUy interested m tmdinK .<Hit. Just so she 
got across tire pond okay. 

While you were waitiuff to dimb the gang- 
pfaitk, the Red Cross worheh W'ho had come to 
see you off passed out hot coffee, doughnuts, 
and cand>'t As -the men began to go aboard, you 
sneaked another doidthnut before picking up 
your own pile of equipment. 

Reaching the deck of the tran.sport, someone 
poked a mess ticket at you and said not to lose 
it. Another man (miuted yoii toward the hold 
and you stumbled down the metaV stabs. 


your back, reading or sleeping or just listening 
to the bang and rattle of the ship and the splash 
of water beyond the bulkhe.td. 

There were one or two picture shows during 
the trip, and mttskai entertainment was to be 
had almost nightly. A mimeographed news- 
paper came ouf daily with the news that the 
Russians were still 10 miles from Berlin. 

If you were lucky, the ship you rode served 
chow three times daily, You were even luckier 
if you could sweat out the mess line and still be 
able to eat by the time the galley was reached. 
Even though it was tonsidered a SToooth trip, 
mal de mer held many a good man in its grip. 


Steaming a lOS-mm howitser to remove all trace? of tlw cosmnline with, whuh it was Voated prior to shipment overseas. 


The compartment was warm after . the cold, 
windy dock, and eyerytone in it soon wrished hg 
wetc rid of his overcoat. After chtribkig over, 
and stepping on each othe! for 15 or A’' minutes 
the men bad the bunks in.uh up. But tto’ .ship 
Was sotan undey way ,tnd a gttod nuny men ts ent 
up^on deck for a ktst look at a land thej might 
never See agtori. Signal lights (nym shore and 
ships glarEd a‘^toss the watet -In the early d-wem 
of January 27 r 

BelpW' decks once ,tgai yon recottd a tuim- 
ber rif paptu: Sacks to be «ck jtrs. and a 
ditty bag, c&titaihing among otlwr {ihlrigs’ a book 
or tw'o to read on the way across. 

You were to .spend a good deal of time oft 


All annouhetwtents were made over the ship's 
loud Speaker, and before, the trip -was over the 
men had rrteraori'ed all routine drdcU's and were 
able to shout them in. unison 
The most jtopular your 

breK>ni$'", ”'flie stoftkihg lamp'ls Jii' ., ''The smok- 
ing lamp ri ouriV and the itWss' to^ 

You were suppo.sed; to tenta’n below until 
yoUr compartment W'fs called but with 

the notice Ttompartment Ohc--Abk, form your 
mess line on the port, side aftr* the “Two-Ba- 
ktrs'\ ‘'Thfec-Chitrlies’^i. and ''Eour-Etogs” be- 
gan fastening on the clUntsy*^ life-belts. Each: 
time you ate, the meat', ticket and 

if you were in the .Wtong lifttl; orihad lost youi 






Chow l»n« «rC*«np OIJ Gold, 


ticket It w js toukh sledding- Oii rough days the 
ettlbhtd meti promenaded thNugh “troop offt-' 
cets' eoHntrj*'’ to reach the galley,’ 

£r€h tnererting during the i|-daj' trip, you ar- 
ranged yoitr hunk far inspection and then went 
topside where the otticers held PT classes to 
keep each man in condition. If voti were too 
woory to participate, you tri^ tq ^nd a place to 
■sit down and watch the waves JoU hy p gaze at 
the convoy spread out on either side of the ship. 

Making up the convoy were other transports, 
cargo ships, oil freighters, and, desttoyers. It 
wasn't lope until the rumor gof around that a 
hoatloiad of W ACS was also along, hut it turned 
out to he just 3 mmor, 

DccasrkHiaUy there would l?c a practice alert, 
and you would fall out to one of the stapons. 
The boats would ho swung out and Anti-airci.ift 
gunners w'ould. anlimbot iheif wt-aftons. Alote 
iUterCstitig to tire men dun the possihilitv of en- 
emy atta^. were the big gu»« .nodding up and 
dowm, keeping httgut- thvrrito .the. roll of the 
ship. 

There- were more rumors tiraa vou .Loujd shake 
a stick, at. ”hee those guUs? T^^ ineans wehe 
near Greenland. “ "I Svas taUcittg tq dtj.e of .tho, 
sailors last nighl. He w'ehe .going straight: 
fhrough the Sue; Canal toTfutltta.^' '■h’Slawv \*ou're 
all wet. I ov'cihe,rrd the oificers sm ^vve’re going 
to England for trarntng “ ‘'Who said England? 
W e'rc going to It.dy to help open up a drive in 


the mountains ’ -'Oh, blow it out youc barracks 
bag. We'm going to Tr^ance.’’ “llnh-unhf Nop 
way\“ “No, sir, 

It wa.s a relief to everyone when the convoy 
eased into harbor at Southampton, England, tm 
Eebruarv > and dropped anchor. Pattol boats 
chugged busily around, LCls, loaded with ’war 
goods, splashed along in single file, and war- 
ships rocked in the peaceful port. Whistles greet- 
ed two British women on board a Htfle patrol 
ho.rt that had come alongside. 

You didn't go ashpre though, isnd the gtape- 
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vine brought news that a heavy fog had prevent- 
ed the fleet from putting into Le Havre. Next 
morning, as the channel fog steamed upward, the 
ships nosed out of the harbor. It was a peaceful, 
quiet day, but a dirigible soared past looking for 
subs, and you could spot the debris of war 
floating in the water. 

The once-modern port city of Le Havre was 
a smashed and shattered ruins. In the harbor, 
the wrecks of transport and cargo ships peered 
above the water at the crumpled docks. On the 
quay and in the city there were natives and GIs 
working on buildings and streets. 

You didn’t get to stare Lng at this, your first 
sight of France. The order came down for all 
army personnel to go below and stay there. 

About 10 o’clock that night the order came to 
move out and again the roll was called. Sweat- 


ing in the close air of the compartment, you final- 
ly staggered up the ladder and down the gang- 
plank. Double-timing some 300 yards through 
the thick French mud brought you gasping and 
panting to the queer-looking “cattle trucks” that 
would take the outfit to the staging area. 

It was cold in the truck but you crawled to 
your feet to look at the ruined buildings as the 
city was passed through. 

“You know,” muttered a T/5, “it looks to me 
like this outfit is getting hot.” 

“Yes,” laughed another man, trying to push a 
duffle-bag off his foot. “Back in the States you 
said we weren’t coming across.” 

It was a rather thoughtful organization that 
piled out of the trucks early the next morning 
and gazed at “Tent City” spread out in the mud 
of Normandy. 
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were not so bad<: aiid KP was a much fetter task 
than in the StateSv Ta f»ct>;tKe prifaies and Pfc s 
were rather fortunate m getting to kitchen 
duty, for there they tnanaged to que:II the pangs 
of hunger ioin^what 

Evm one was hungty and there never seemed 
to be enough to eat at efewv The daily exercise 
in the open ai^r s^h forced each tent to send out 
patrols after retreat to roimd up eggs, bread, and 


With the long ocean voyage just behind, the 
Division restricted its training program for- a few 
days to road hikes through the muddy, £}uiet 
NoiTtiandy countryside. 

The marches were rather pleasant for the weather 
was not too cold to enjoy the novelty of “la 
belle France", 

There Were the bldv «toss-eoy®t«d farm houses, 
thick-walled affairs built to keep out the damp 
climate' the Kigh'wheeled carts dravii'U by the big 
Percherons and sometimes' by Shetland ponies, 
the hedgerows that had been such a night-marc 
to Alfed fotceV m past summer, aad the 
bteyde belles who rode with a coutineartal aban- 
don that left the men gapiug in astouishment. 

Church spires could be seen in ifoy' dtreerton 
aftd the multilude of roadside shrines testified- 
to the piety of the natives. Fraace was Catholic 
and soldiers of that faith often attended the civi- 
lian services. 

Later, company and platcton, problem's Would 
keep you b,iisy both day gnd night as. the Divi-r 
siOn l?%an to prepare for edmfet. You were still 
xloftbtful sfeut the outfit ever hearing a shot 
£ii^ hi kftger, and when word came down that 
theTlst was under control of the XV Artny, the 
boys ih the know predicted occup^tibo duty. 

“WelL” was the general bpinion. ^^Td rather 
help occupy Europe for two years than stand 
guard over Japan for one.” 

Camp Old Gold, Where the Division ivas sta- 
tioned, was located in tlie Seine Infericure, the 
upper half of tlie Province of Normandy which 
was split into two parts by .the Seine River. 

The artillery battalions vvere stationed near 
Gremonvilk and the infancy; regiments were 
scattered betw een YcrvillW ^!«d:; St,: Lauiem jn 
areas of battalion size. V ^ 

When not eng.iged ni- marching or' -probkins” 
there w'tre the routine duties of guard and KP. 
The two hours of guard in the cold and rain 



anything else edibly The ifariners were glad to 
swap their farm produce for dgarettes> candy, 
and soap, and for a while it was easy to return 
to camp ioaded with provender. But the topger 
the divisian remained at Old Gold the hifftep 
the p rices bBcartie. A do^en eggs that Used to 
sell mt half a pack of cigarettes cotic to be worth 
one or two packs of butts with some extra booty 
thrown in for good ineasiire. .Blame for this 
state of affairs came to rest upo;h the non-smo- 
kers. “Those guys are really screwi up the 
works. They |ust walk up and Irarid over ail 
iheyVe got for a fe\v eggs,'’ it was rumored. 
Genejcally, however, the men who didn’t smoke 


"Look at the guys in the other companies. 
They get to play baseball and volleyball/’ you 
could hear the men grumble as they lifted mud- 
pies off the right-of-way. But when a program 
of athletics was instituted, a good many were 
vociferous in their desire to be inside doing bunk 
fatfoue or w'riting letters. 

The time required for a letter to move between 
France and home was another soilroe of irritation. 
Your buddy, who wrote a letter to the little wo- 
man every night, would report receiving a letter 
from her burning him up for not writing. The 
next week or so a letter from home would say all 
of his missives had arrived on the same day, 



Platoon formation »t Old Cold. Note typical t«nl layout 


traded their dgarettes to heavy smokers for candy 
or other things Just as soon as the rations show- 
ed up. 

The big Army trucks loaded with rations, sup- 
plies; and animtmitiort pountled clown the high- 
way past “Tent City” daily, "heading for the 
front”. And the httngty Red Girde dough? would 
look up ffoh* their work to assuK; each other 
that "Tm giad. to See ihfe bpys at the ftont ge.ti- 
ing ail that stuff,; They need it if anyone dues/'' 

Possibly the three mOst irksome tasks in camp 
were, latrine .guard, the. defai}. for.; scraping ■ m 
and other stuff off the hiA;hway follmvio'g the 
passage of- nalive hotse-drawiv vehtdes and A^ 
trucks, and cleatring out; the rhainage ditches 
.wound each pvramid.rh - 


Most of the mpes, however, were centered on 
the daily "chicken’', especially reveille, retreat, 
and inspections. "What the hell dp they thirtk 
this is? Don't they know there's a vvar on?" 
"Aw, quit your bitehin’, 'They're just ;trying to 
get^ us so fed up witli this sort o£ thing that 
vveTj be glad to go into combat/’ But, w'hatevet 
the reason, the daily Use of an oily rag before 
inspection kept the rtfics, carbines, .and bayonets 
tree from rust in the damp climate. 

The "go-to-hell" . cans earned their share of 
abuse. The brass didn’t want to see anyone 
wearing fhenr without a hclnset, and tlte men 
didn't Tike the. helmets 50 a constant flood of 
profonity was. directeil against the, inoffensive 
little caps 
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The 5lh Infantry's bivouac as |>oHrayed by Norman Nichols. 
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General Eisenhower visits (be 71st at Old Golds At; bis left' in this picture is General Wyman 


After the second week there were night pro- ment checked. Range practice Was limited to 
blems almost every night, tn vvhich one unit tried zerouig in ncvr rifles and carbines, 
to outmaneiiver or infiltrate another in the fields One commander, especially fond of the loop 
and woods near camp. Night patrols were sent sling as a means of impiot'ing accuracy* watched 
out, classes were given on map-reading and tac- a little red-headed bugler bang away. Then he 
tics. New weapons were explained and equip- touched him on the shoulder and pointed out 

that he wasn’t using a sling.. Not realizing there 
was a pair of eagles hoVeririg over him the man 
a -^5^ snarled be^ to differ- Quoth the 

that waapon again without 
highly potent drink resem “While Mule”, 


The Division CF it Lintevy, France, 



Sand conc»t at Yvettt. France. At rigict is- Genteal Henning and beside him is the nia^or of- the town. 


The local water suppjv was sonsidered impure 
by both the Ann y ana )he natives, so the hard 
cidre was usually resorted to in case of thirst. 

It may have been the jfault of the great quan- 
tities of cidre which were consumed, or perh^ 
of the other local beverages, but most blame for 
the nightly promenades down the company street 
fell upon the coffee, served three times a day, 
The empty tin cans which the KPs were at 
first wont to smash flat before tlirowing into the 
garbage can came into wtde use, and it was no 
unusual thing to .see a aoldier slopping thiough 
the mud with a?No,c held at am s 

length. 

The little squad, stoves seemed to chnsutne an 
enormous amount of fuel, but the practice of 
bringing in boards and firewgtod lTom the neigh- 
boring farms was ordered discontinued because 
of the civilian need. The first sergeants were 
given the task of rationing the supply of fuel 
provided by the Army, This usually proved in- 
sufficient and the '‘midnight requisitipning pat- 
ties" put wood back on the list of things to be 
btou^t back each night, 

Bath feedities at Camp 0|cl Gold were very 
prof^^but toward the end of the bivonac some 
of the units had rigged up tnen- 

The Bvd Gross Ciubmobiles came around a 
couple of times to pass out coffee and dough- 
nuts and refresh ydur- memory of What American 
girls were like, A few of the men tried out their 


‘‘bon jours" but soon stopped when they found 
the girls knew a good deal more French than 
they did, U SO shows and open-air movies 
fonmed roost of the entertainment but the. regi- 
mental and Division bands inad# several appear- 
ances, On stormy nights the djaplain’s tent 
sheltered the movie fans. 

^ Toward the end of the stay at Camp Old Gold^ 
General Eisenhow'er paid a brief visit to the Di- 
vision, and on March 6 the regiments boarded 
the disreputable old "40 and 8" cars at Yerville 











A Fifth Infanto' ceremony in France.; 
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Ths p}yhi<j« GP a< Lime*y. Not«' antmy (reiidiwoFks in fureKroUnd. 




(or the trip out. Bails of straw were Broken 
open to serve as bedding, but you found the 
dinky little rattle-traps would never hold 4G tpcru 
In fact the 25 to 35 men each were uncoixi- 
foriably cramped/ , 

Motor convoys skirting the St. Denis suburbs 
of Paris and crossing the Marne arid Meuse 
Rivers carried the Division fftadiiuarters and 
the Division Artiilery. 

The familiar “G" rations put sn their appear- 
ance and after a few trys yOu were able to hop 
off thf bo.s cars and have a fire going to heat 
the rations before the tram stopped roiliitg. This 
wa.v rttithinj^ to write home about for the -Slo 
(rain ihfOUgh Arkansas” was vt fast ftidght com- 
pared with .the French trains. 

Rumors as to final destination were almost as 
varied as they had been on the ocean crossingi( 
and some still favored Burma as a probable 
stopping place. Others pointed out that IJetgium 
wasn’t so far away, and a few hopefully stated 
that the war was about oyer and they were being 
shipped back home/ 

The trains made a short stop at Nancy and you speak English?”- "No,'' she reptied in per- 
while the harmonica players made with the musk feet English, “do you speak Erench?” ^ 

their buddies danced with , shapely mam selics. At Lenning and Kervdicr ou March 9 the trains 
One doughfoot asked a sweet jhoUng' thmgf ’’do unloaded and the regiments went by truck, to 


14th Infantry daughs in One of the. famous ‘-40 or 8' 
boxcars. 



Artist Nichols’ impression of the boxcar ride to the froni. 
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That night you loaded up in trucks again and 
took of|: Thy drives were men who had been 
working day arid night hau’ing men and supplies 
until they could hardly keep their eyes open. 
And it wasn't Idng until the ditches along the 
roads were crowded with trucks that had slid 
off the slippery, muddy surface. 

Up ahead, the glow of ardftcial moonlight 
caused by the reflection of searchlight beams from 
the low-hanging clouds filled the sky. Now' and 
then Ure brilliant burst of a flare tould be seen 
above .the trees* The boom of the big guns and 
the waeide of smaU arms became louder and you 
yvished you were back at Kilrner drinking coffee 
dt.the PX. ' ; 

The wild ride finally came to an end, the tracks 
Were urdoadedi mtd, the roen aturnhled arOund in 
the darkness of the hole villages trying to find 
a place a bed down. 

Tlie next day the Division went into the line, 
relieving thd WOlh Division which was dug in 
tadrtg elements of the German 16th Division 
and an SS Pjanser Gtcnadieis Division. 

The veterans tried to cheer up their replace- 
ments by relating their own battle experiences 


.\nuBttniiian beioje distributed to 5th Infantry doughs 
before the move up to (he front. 





A Frepeh town, March, 194J, The w« had lonj 


with the wily Huns. Be sure, they said, to keep 
off of “Skyline Drive” where the road was under 
constant observation by enemy mortar squads. 

By March 13th, Division Headquarters was 
set up at Ratzwiller in Alsace and was operating 
under the 7th Army. Attached to the Division 
were the 530th AAA Bn, the 635th TD Bn, and 
the 749th Tank Bn. 

The natives here habitually spoke German, 


although this was still France. But the non- 
plussed doughs were reassured somewhat when 
they realized this was the much-contested region 
of Alsace which lay between France and Ger- 
many. 

The general attitude was: “Here we are, the 
Germans are just over the hill, the Russians are 
ten miles from Berlin, and the sooner we get this 
over with, the sooner we’ll be home. Let’s go!” 


-KS 




Gov gle 


C'l i:jii 'll r; r- . 


r 



Centurj* Division in its assigned sector. As the 
first squad of th,e first platoon in the Antitank 
company was in the process of emplacing its AT 
gun lour P-47 fighters passed over, coming from 
the direction of the front lines. Into the sun they 
f lew>. then turned and ffashed hack, strafing as 
they caitne; The squad, now aWare that the figh- 
iefs weye enemy piloted, attempted to dispense 
and gain cover* Caught in the operit two men 
svere killed, and three wounded, these tlie first 
casualtijcs suffered by the Division from enemy 
action,- ■; ; / 

The I4fh Infintrvyitom Its Nebing, 

moved to Occupy;; hastv dftfeMfc - pp along 

the right fianlv of the l3ivisioh, anil prepared to 
vpiditer attack. 

During the stiH dark.; early hours of -the neat 
day trip flares set off in front of F company, 
66th InDntry, disclosed two enemy troops. These 
two, taken prisoner without offering resistance, 
were the first Germans to be captured by the 
7 1st Infantry’. 

The order to move out and vou knew 

that the waiting had ended for ayvhtle. S'o moon. 
No stars. Quietly caoh one; pa.ss«ii.l the word 
back, ‘’Five yards betyyeeti mi^n\ Quiet and 
reflective. Eaclr one- ip his. own thoughts. You 
started out- 


At 10 : 17 on the warm sunny" morning of 
March 11, 1945, Pvt. Clareneg Steyeytsony No. 
One Cannoneer of Charley* Batteryv^ f^ 

Bit, yanked the lanyard to. send hurtliftg -ofT m 
the direction of thfr Jerry- ppSitiprLS fhe 't'ire^ pro- 
jectile fired against an enemy the 7 1st Infan- 
try Disrision. The Division was in combat. 

Later in the morning, General Henning and 
the battalion and battery tomtnanders arrived at 
the position to tender their congratulations to the 
battery commandeT, Capt, Tony S. Henderson, 
the executive cdficet,. 1st Lt. William O, Tsihter, 
and the wen ; Section Chief Merlin Garver, gun- 
ner, Acting; Coiporal Sharpy Marshall; Ps-t. Ste- 
ven^nrNfe, 2 Cannoneer. f*fc.Chffo!d' Bofyard; 
No. 3 Cannoneer, Pfe, Ardyur. ;Hesselj^ No, 4 
Cannoneer; Pfe, George Bolin ; No. 5 Cannoneer, 
Pfc. John Norton; No. 6 Cannoneetj Pvt. Glen 
Gray; No. 7 Cannoneer, Pvt. PoudenciO Esparza; 
and the truck driver, T 5 Fred Mankin. The 
shell casings of the first three rounds became 
souvenirs. Pvt. Stevenson kept the lanyard. 

The first combat mission assigned the Divi- 
siohWas to relieve, occupy* and defend the po- 
sitions held by* the 100th Infantry Divisicni. 

The 5lh Infantiy CO the relief of the 

unit in itsr npvly ,-issigned area about two hours 
before midnight March 12. The occupation of 
these defensive positions in the . vicinity of Lem- 
buTg and Goetzehbruck placed th* regiment again 
in combat for the first time ip 4l years, 

The communications serjgcant of Able Com- 
pany, Sgt. Milburn L. Roge«* earned the firs; 
Bronze Star to be awarded a iTtemhcr of the 
Dlyisioa swhen he laid and maintained,; under 
enemy ftfig, a comifiunications line from the com- 
pahT GP-^ forward observation posts enabling 
the j?laeipg of accurate mortar fire upon enemy 
po.sitions. . 

On the' i3th of March the' 66th Infantry mov- 
ed from Montbrunn to relieve elements of the 
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Portion ot' J>loJe w«;tlccd fortifications in background, 


Why couldn’t wc U'iieve ihctn tn the day tsmc/’’ 
No ans'v/ers. ,Evcfyorte 

y&w tnovfd out ti> the poiinons. Your ,n?w 
ht^rni'. A Hoit- in »ht: ijround Marc jtHfUEfy 
broke oub; AU \vidc of your spt^f. You hfeArd 
Ihe guide ’'Hatras.dne ftie. They don't 

want ua to sleep'’. Thy ihe had caused eonfu* 


Platoons had iftj.scd Mote ssveaiin;;, ami 
things weie straiqhleticd out. h^juads were pro- 
perly placed. . , .1 ■ 

You 'Acre on (he hne. All di< time m the 
arwiy, alt the haintng; the dry .runs, cveiyfhftng 
tliat had been a part of your ’ile in usuSorrri; was 
for this. Y'pa wished the, lighl Wotiid, comc; 


infanttv moving ihruugh Bitche. 
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This map shows fht a*!van«e of th« R«d Circie through the Siegfried tint. 


TK? Diviaon maintamed its defensive post- tantry prished its outposts put I^OdO yatds and 
lions. Activity was confined to patfoiing:. R«- capiured 14 prisoners withool a battle casualty. 
conaissance groups probed enemy positions and , Company officers and; pl4tppfv.&,rgeants of tKy 
located the mine fields laid extensively through- C^th Infmttxy assembled for training with tanks, 
out the sector. Combat patrols operat^gd in the . The 71st Infanfty men were beginning to grasp 
nightj capthring limited abjectives. The 14th In- the conditions of their environment. 















masens lay the wrecked and tom remnahts of a 
Jerry horse drawn column' overtsk-U Aiid. Shvasb- 
ed by an Arnerjcan fofce^ Horse cafcas3es,,^plii)» 
tered wagons, and dead men, littered; the 
way. Woods and fields and . barn lets wbre scour- 
ed arid the small enemy pockets of resistance 
wiped out. 

By March 24 elements of the Division were in, 
position for an attack on Gcrmersbeitn- Syifeare 
of the bridge across the P.hine was tKe; objective 
of .the mission. Supported by tanks the 6bth In- 
fantrj’ and Units of the 5th Infantry moved ; to 
the asstrobly area. 

After a preliminary air bombardment, and 
with the . 12th Armored approaching from the 
east, the units |umpcd ofL U^-oii reaching Lip- 
genfeld the T^ttd. Batlaltots of .the 5th Infantry 
was subjected to Intense, aruilcryiand sniper fire 
although it had been reported that tlie town had 


A horse from a destroyed- German convoy wanders ontsid' 
Firmasens. 


[nformatibn. toteived through intelligence- chan- 
nels indicated that toe were retiring 

through the Siegfiieti Line in rtic general direc- 
tion of Pirma&ens, Germany On the tnarning pf 
March 22, the Divi,sidn, then attached to the- 
XXI Corps. oJ toe Seventh Army, attaeked ip Lts 
soiie. ; ■ ■ ■ • 

Combat Team b6 advanced in tot northern 
sector of toe Dtvisroir zone . with the mission of 
taking PirmaseiM. -Pighting. was brisk m the yi- 
dnity of Eppettorunn, where toe att®:-king fotce 
neutrajired all enemy pill boxes, Aftet passing 
torough thv vaunted fortified area the b$th Jor 
fatitry closwl on its objective. One hundretl and 
forty-one .EWs were taken, marking toe largest 
group yet capiared by the Division. 

The same day the Htb Infontry.. advandng by 
tnotov and fom, moved; tlwough the Siegfried 
Line against light resistance, -rplfowing -totoufe 
along the light flank the advance was seriously 
impeded b>’ road oKstacles. craterx, afid hipwn 
bridges-- 

Follcrw'ing hard 6n the heels of a rapidly re- 
treating enemy withdrawu'ng to toe Xhinc River, 
the Division drove east anct north. Bes-ond fir- 


Confused PW taken outsWe of Plrtnas'ens. 


been c-vacuated, Despite muncrous sasuaittes thp 
town W.K take.o; 

Upon receipt of word that the retrevtting 'Ger-: 
mans had blown the bridge at Germeishejin, toe 
attack was ordeted to "hold' m plate”, and eyas 
not resumed until laret m dte d.sy 

thange in plans directed the DiVisiop .to. 
ag,iin relieve ek-tticiits' ot the tOCih Duds-iop' on 
the ouipnsf line aloHg the Rhiue ni the genferal 
area due voiith of Ludwigtoafe'n Alo-vemenVirito, 
the a tea and relief of all pcrsl?.- hejd occuifod by' 
toe end of tlte d.ry. With the. three regiments in- 
positio.n .sironit- pAtrote fto.ip the Thud 


Captured German iriMlical officer in Pirmasens! 





of the 14th Infwtry were sent w elear out the 
Rhine lapjcon north of Mannheim^ 

In the early hours of March 26. the I4th In- 
fantry, from its positions near Speyer, levied the 
crossinft of the Rhine River in an action deign- 
ed to cover the actuaf river crossing heiu^ made 
north of Mannheim hy the XV Corps. 

The day before reconnaissance patrols from 
the I fit R platoon had crossed the river in the 
vicinity of Speyer under cover of stnohe. Prob- 
ing about on the eastern baitfc the patrols had 
located enemy positions vvUhout receiving any 
small arms f he , Hosvevet; arriliei-y conCenira- 


This large church in 'Pintwstns was the victim of bombs. 


smoke it thep withdrew to the triejidly western 
rivtarbanhi ■■ ■''■ 

Routhte itwippiiig up of isolated trockets along 
the west, hank -of the rlvex continued for the 
nejci- two days while the Division Artillery fired 
harassing missions across the river soiUh of 
Mannheim. 

The 71st liifanfry Divi-sion, as it participated 
in the clcahiip of tW Saar-Moselle triangle and 
the drive to the Rhine, had traveled by wo tot 
and marching approKimately 180 miles during 
its first twenty days of action along the Western 
Tront. 


tr9M*-CX 


This New York Times wap sbowsfhe Western FiNiBi as il 
wM in the Utter days of March, }WS. The large super- 
imposed hlatk arrow points to the nfesignstipn of the 71st 
Division’s advance toward FiiTOaiens. 


tions had been received ou tlie launching poinls 
and some mortar fire had fallctt IP the river. 
Now,, the sc.cond plaioori of fc‘ cotrtp^Uy, after 
artUkty nrcp.ira(iop and under a smoke cover, 
cresseil the fiver in tear engioeoj assault boats„ 
rccdviiig mortal fire in the rofddk-.oi the river, 
and small .aims Hrc a.s die boats neared the 
eastern shore. All boats landed, and the platoon 
remained nn die enemv shore for -a quarter of an 
hour engaging in d: hw fight. LPder cover of 


Sgc Milhurn Rogers, Company A, 5*th Infantry, .gets Urt 
first Bronxe Star awarded, to a member of the Division 
, ' after it Went into acrtoii. 


On March 28, the Division was attached to 
General Patton’s Third Army as a unit within 
the XX Corps. After proceeding by motor to 
an assembly area at Rockenhausen, orders were 
received to establish the Division command post 
at Heusenstamm, across the Rhine River, and 
southeast of Frankfurt. 

Men and equipment formed the long convoy 
that crossed the fabled Rhine on a pontoon 
bridge on March 30. The crossing was without 
incident, and the Division proceeded into Ger- 
many to its prescribed area where it passed under 
control of the XII Corps. 

April appeared on the calendars. Not quite 
two months ago the Division had clambered 
down the gangplanks at Le Havre. Just a little 
less than 30 days ago it had left the Camp Old 


Gold area in western France. That hadn’t been 
so long. But the days in between were witness 
to great changes. The whine of an 88, the crack 
of a rifle shot, the staccato chatter of a Jerry 
machine gun no longer needed to be simulated. 
You knew. 

For a long time you had wondered just what 
it would be like. You talked with, and listened 
to, others who had experienced battle. You had 
seen the training films, crawled the infiltration 
course, run the close combat ranges. But you 
still hadn’t really known. You knew now. Back 
of you were Pirmasens, Landau, Lingenfeld. 
Back of you were night marches, fox holes, and 
death. Not that it was all over. There was more 
ahead. But now, you knew what it was like. 
The Division had been tested in battle. 
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Fallowity’ th>; drive to the Rhine the Division 
was assigned to the Third U- S. Anny on the 
twenty -ninth of March. Advance units of the 
Third Army having made the owginal river 
crossing .1 few days earlier, the 7J St moved over 
the river to cover the rear of the XII Corps. In 
the gccornplishment of this mission occu red the 
battle with the Nazi 6th SS Alountain Division 


Seizing the advantage resulting from an extre- 
mely fluid tactical situation the Nazi division 
forced its way out of a pocket and attempted to 
fight through to the XJl Corps Headquarters, 
It settled on communication lines some twenty 
miles behind the command post. 

Early on April 1 infdrrnatjon was received that 
approximately 700 enemy troops were entering 
the Division's sone. Contact was made with the 
enemy on that date by the 71st Reconnaisance 
Troop. A battalion of the 14th Corhbaf Team, 
then moved to the vidoity of Altenstadt, split 
the enemy forces and caused them to disperse 
into a heavily wooded: area. PWs taken were 
idenUfied as members of the 6th SS Mountain 
iXvtsion 

The First Battalion of the 66th Infantry was 
pulled out to 'protect the Corps command pos) 
at Lauterbach because of the- imminent to 
that vital insiallation, 

The next day, April Sy the Second and Third 
Battalions of dte .1,4th Infantry Uudclied a c6-; 
ordinated attack sapportod by artiUeA, tanks, 
and tank deslro^^'ts, Tlu* Second BattalipR of the 
66th Infantry, reinforced ycith uttk.s, and infanfry- 
cannon, established a bloek to- d>e south and 
e^tst to catch SSers attempting to escape in that 
directiori'.,, ' , 

JEn route to establish this block the Second 
Batlah'dii encountered such strong rgspositioh in 
’^-aldenshufg and a woods southeast of the town 
tbilt the 66tf! Infantry's Third Batjalion was as- 
signed the task of driving thiotiKh 5pk’lbitrg and 


Sfreitburg to latotoh ^n attack against the toum 
of Xeisensvald th an enveloping move. Faced by 
1,000 German troops the. TTiird Battalion fought 
from house to bddse until : 00 p.m, before 
the town w to taken. 

In the meantime« because the Division had the 
multiple mission of protecting the Corps’ right 
flank, its rear and vulnerable left iUnk, the 5th 
Infantry, reinforced, w-as committed in order to 
dear the main supply route as quickly as pos- 
sible. Early on April 2 the 5lh seized Buches 
and Budingen, and coordinated its attack whlk 
the Hth Infantry. ; ; 

Pressure continued on ApriL3 driving the 6th 
SS Division into Budifiger Wald to the etofc 
Roadblocks, estahlished to the north and north- 
cast, completed the endrclcmcnt. Cotnbmctl 
action by all the units toncentod, .Infancy 
Aftillefy, Tanks, Tank Destroyers, arui Cavahyi 
brought about complete destruction and capture, 
of the 6th SS Division. 2,700 SSers were taken 
prisoner by the 71st in this action. . 

The captured Ciietnv provided ihe Dytoston 
with its first took at .a large hiimher of priyoiiefs 
fallen kupcrmeit A month later this group. 
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DivMon's Eirst infantry replacements arsigmnent 
to units^ 


^rpgance, bitteirnifss, aiid hate shpweU oil the 
faces of soniej others mirrored confusion and 
dtshelicf, as though despite considefafelft effort 
the situation lag beyond comprehensi6o> -& 
faees of many Jay the signs of a deep iiiwgrd 
fearj while in sotne could be. read a feKlipg o.f 
relief that now, for them, it was over and s^^fefy 
Was at handi 

In a. letter written to General Wyman shortly 
before relinquishing command of the XII Corps 
General Eddy said: 

‘'Before I leave I wartt you and your 
command to know how thoroug^hly satis- 
fying your brief service was under this 
command. Few- divisions have acquired 
the spirit of veteraivs as quickly and as 
thoroughly as the 7ist. At a period in 
which our lines of commiuiicattbn W’efe 
dangerously tHrcatetred by the SS Moun- 
tain Division Troops, you joined the Corps 
and proceeded to eliminate this threat with 
skill and dispatch. Your subsequent ad- 
vance into Germany is sCtrely the auspi- 
. cious beginning of a fine combat record." 


Cruard duty. 


Wais: deemed buf a paltry handful when compar- 
ed with the mimhers thji surrendered daily. Bui 
its that grodp were found examples of each indi- 
rtdual temperament; they were the first of types 
that Would he seen agaisi and again. 


Dead German soldier along road near Ludwigsbafen. 


71sl go back to. rear from Pimaaenv In convoy, 
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Troops *nd suppliest ef tht 71si roll Across the Rhine in a snic^e screen. The pontoon Iniid^e vras built by Third 

Army engineers. 


With the Division now pjrepaTed jfiyr turther 
advance, sweeping' operatkiRs by the tine com- 
pitme$ we¥t resumed in an easterly direction. On 
April 5 a Division, conunand jpdst was establish- 
ed in Fujda, i - \ 

The dty of Fulda had capitulated to another 
unit. The 7 Is! Division moved into tlte amT.as 
a relieving outfit, and to the men of thu Upc # 
meant a chance; for a needecl rest, aO opportunity 


for bathing, and a recheck of personal equip- 
ment. Here also the temporary halt in the pro- 
gress to the- east enabled a group of replacements 
frdin a 'Vepplerdepplt" west of the Rhme fo 
Overtake the Division and be dispersed through' 
put its various units. . 

As each handful of new men found thejf new- 
ly assigned outfit battle tested members rc,n.k*d 
in the accepted fehioh. You were glad to see 


Another view pt Ihe Rhine crossing. 


PriSoneii being trislird,. 


- '•'■V. . . 


' r. ■ ■ ,■ 

r Si. : 

r ■ ^ jf ' t 

• ■ T 





LAUTCRBACH 


GtrssEN/ 






Sfiei.ef«- 


luOt«^VJ 


Fft&NKpoRT 


Han/\u 


Xhii imp ppHayi the encirclement which dwiroyed the 6th SS. Division. 


them, and U»ld them so, but you <Ud t%e| a little nent designing to hilj. And you tenvemba’ed 

superior for most of the new men didn't yet the way it had been ■\vhen you relieved thedOdth 

krtetw-whatit was to be firexl upori by an tippoT Oivision in France., The new‘comers .weca pTb-- 

ducts of a simsliar cycle l raining to the one 

you had known bach at |teRhihg,dho close coiri'^ 
bat course, the- inhjtratidh^;^W village fight- 
ing, but tlK*y. still had to just as you 

had (thongh you had J^dwuKii be), that 

this was WQte than a dry fud; Si^ y \s’ckOTned 
them into your ranks,, and the stories, and the 
tales of what had gone oti Tjc^arbr weiv made a 
little better, the points drawn a jirtle fitter, than 
they would have been w-ere there hot new cars 
in the bull session circles, 

But in a dturt time the new men were no 
longer gew', 'They real thing 

was liky^ ahd da^ dayi atid soon you 

couldn't ttoneiTiher jF 4 man had come in as a 
replacement aioupd at Sand Hill. 

The Diyisibd^^^^^^ in the neighbor- 

hood of Fulda |op two days. Then infoonation 
was received rtpdf'tfug a tonceniration of enemy 
tioops in' the vicinity of Meirtingen. This city, 
in the- center of .a resort area much favored by 
-;rcsidents of Ikflm 'back in the days when there 
had been .th«e and ojgxjrtunity fiar pleasurgseek- 
ing, became the next objective; The movement 
fotvvard began' on April , to. 




Dead SS troops, 




A partly concealed Grrmaq Unk in a j>ark at Fulda 
after t>el».g knocked out by 


Ortly Wte'ckage remains of a German strongpom! overlook- 
iny the battered town of Fulda. 


fence that it has not occurrcti in an action that 
rates headline space at home. 

Oh the war maps in the daily papers of your 
home town the black atrow^ niarking the uHve 
into Germany very often extended bttyohd yom 
position, hut here in a ‘■Uberated*’ area life could 
be, and was, snuffed out suddenly , - ; 

Many of the small towns in the line of march 
fell captive without a single shbl having been 
fired. From the ivtndows, the doorways, and the 
fiagstaffs, hung the syrnhol of surrender a 
sheet, a tablecloth, d pillow case, or merely a tat- 
tered piece of white rag. 

V'ery rarely, at first, did you see any- civil iapsi 
on the streets of a new'ly suftendeted village or. 
town. Even the kids had disappeared. An ad- 
veniUTOuS one or two might come to the front 
of a 5'ard and Kang on tlnytciice to watch your 
approach, but \an anxious parent soon appeared 
in a doorway and Atcrttly . ordered these excep- 
tions into the house. 

You were being watched though -• you cou{d 
feel it. And through curtained wtjklows came 
glimpses of strained faces and feat filled eyes 
regarding your actions closely. Bin the fear of 


Some mortar and small arms fire a.gainst for- 
ward elements of the pivision W'as employed by 
the Germaits,. but chief rdianos was placed on 
the passive use of mines, road blocks, and de- 
molished bridges to hindec the advance. The 
mopping up proceeded with dispatch, and two 
days later, on April 8, M.eioingen was occupied. 
There had bech no ooritact with any fully Or- 
ganized enemy in strength. 


DeIidoa$ cold C ratioiu. 


From Meinmgen the route hiirnCd south and 
east with sweeping operations continuing. A 
sweeping opefation isn’t an assault on a prepared 
linU of defense,; Bwi it’s a dirty ncvcTthciess,. 
ypu walk mile after mile; through Woods, and 
brush, and sinali towns,;; The fear and tenseness 
of a major assault tides your shoulders, for the 
next dense chmtp coticcal a Ctouchutg, hid- 
ing figure about to .^ueejse the trigger and send 
a hail of death in vdur ditectiop. The liKk cluster 
of buiklings ,yt the turn of the ioad ahead may 
mark the spot Of a last ditch st.md by a fanaiital 
gtoup. aware of approaching defeat, but defer- 
mined to make the end i^ostly. 

Should >x)U be ofW to topple under 

the impact of ,a soipers shot h makes no diffe- 


Pulda civitanr arc given a ahakedown by MP’s for 
weapon* and Mmy paper*, 





Civiiians fight fire as (he city hall of Fiilds i goes up in smoke aftet the caphiM of the city by- the 71st. 


you that hung in the a«- was- ;^rdtiualls overtome 
b^^a sense of wonder, and theti ^ restficfed case 
aS: none of the dire hrophecies of (he Naji lea- 
ders came to pass. 

This, ihou»h. was fusl for the tajly hours of 
the, fust mveting wdth Amt-ruau troops. After 
a day or wo -the kids svere tusi hke kids any- 
where else £xcepl for Itu- Jangmige diffetente 


you would think you were :n Frapee. Here -it 
was "^ijfgersrtten vor ipioe fodder",- or ‘‘schdko*- 

bJe*\ V ' . 

If billets vi'ere created in the towt that night 
an occasion tnigfit iirtse necessiJatxng verbal ex- 
change with the imuse owner,. Usually a hastily 
evicted frau managed to leave a cooking pot be- 
hind that She would discover a need for. An 
elderly man, or one of the kids W'ould come after 
it. There weren't any young' men,, or older boys, 
about unless they w'ere physically unfit. All the 
rest, men and boys, were either rfetreating ahead 
of you, or captives behind you, o.t dead 

The nejtt day you pulled butto carry on with 
the trek to the cast. And latcf, itt Vout bull ses- 
sions, you identified places, twt by their names 
which you couldn’t remember, except for the 
cinesy but by the house in which you spent the 
night, or by the furnishings -df the room, or by 
the civilians out in -the barn. 

One of the better features of being in Cer- 
inany, not that it made ti's sweating any easier, 
Was not having to e?dst ehtt»«ly‘ oh: those damn- 
able vt^UpTrs. With a a man could 

supplshf h!.s.huttted meals (juite- ^ell. 

Another thhfg, tHtxugh if didnh happen enough 
to remove it .from the loxuTy da.vs, were nights 
passed sleeping in a bed, and in out of the. 
weather. Odd pillows these Jerries had, but if 


Third left b a major gedfral who 

awrenderrd to the 7lst at Fulda. 
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didn’t mittcj*, for sfeconds after stretching out 
sleep becarnc complete master. Wasn^t master 
long enough, though,* ike next morning always 
came along in a hilrry. If there was only a place 
ip carry along one df fhose rnattresscS, and a 
down or tw'o, like those tankers did .- V, 

On April li3 moveroenl by the 5th infaptry 
began toward an assembly area in the neighbor* 


Shatterdi •buiidtues $how the psunding received by the 
railyerd at Potda. ^ 


' .■ * the city 

A famitiar right to the 7ist was this type of road block, craft and brought mortar tire info plav. 


6(ith Infantry troops file through the streets of Meinlngen after fts capture: 
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The German PW m the {oreground, the civilian with h» white armhand, the white Bags Oying from windows and the 
lorward-movingYank tank make this picture, token in Coburg, typical of the 71stV swift, doting 

weeks of the war. 


Pfi.soners of war heinir marUred into the city square at 
Coburg. 





In a tiny bitr^tubc a block and a halt' off the 
City Square, the owner and two women members 
of his family dispensed beer and wine across the 
bar at so furious a rate that jt was Impossible to 
ring the sales upon the cash register. Even then, 
immediate satisfaction of the demand would not 
have been possible had not willing mfantrj'men 
stepped behind the counter and accelerated the 
flow to the eager customers. 

During the course of the action in which the 
5th Infantry was engaged, the 66th Infantry had 
been sweeping {orward in its sone of operatiftn 
against scattered enemy resistance and aft«r seir- 
ing Hijdbiirghausen continued its advance to 
Bockstadt and Klostcr "Velsdorf. The Second 
Battalion of the 66th Infantry assisted ctements 
of the 11th Armored Division in the capture of 
'Neustadt and cleared the Neustadi-Coburg road 
of numerous lightly defended road-blocks. The 
reghnent cootinued its missioi) of maintaining 
contact with the 26th Infantry Division ahd pro- 


This Kfie of ■<r6nth«'o>ks‘»t Coburg W4» jtbaodoned by 4ht 
Gcrmaiu.in the face, of : heavy ^hdlinf by the tinV arhUery. 
Bayreubi paid heavily for resisting the advance. ’ , . ■ / ■ 





Civilians fight fires started by artillery of the 71st in the assault on Bayreuth. 



A disgruntled German prisoner at Meiningen awaits 
transfer to the PW cage, 


t'icting the Division to the north flank by cover- 
ing the gap which developed from the more 
rapid advance of the 71st Division. 

The 14th Infantry, still operating along the 
Division south boundary, continued the mission 
of protecting the south flank of tfie XII Corps 
by side-slipping eastward along this flank as the 
drive continued. In addition, the Third Batta- 
lion executed the mission of protecting the Corps 
command post at Meiningen, 

From the time of the Rhine crossing, and fol- 
lowing the early delay brought about by the 
fighting with the 6th SS Mountain Division 
Nord, the Division had moved an average of ten 
to fifteen miles daily conducting a meticulous 
search of all wooded areas, and towns, and vil- 
lages in its path. Large numbers of PWs were 
taken, many of whom were soldiers who had 
dressed in civilian clothes to escape capture. 

The years of preparation for war had given 
the German ample time to devise a multitude of 
uniform colors and combinations. Some of them, 
such as Goring's much photographed and be- 
tnedaled white covering, were products that 
would put the costumes of a stateside comic 
opera to shame. 

A wireman checking a communications line 
along a railroad during one of those days of 
sweeping and cross country hops, came upon a 
resplendently outfitted individual. Aware of the 


Go gle = , 




This map depicts the Ippf drive actotur- Gto ffocn (br RMne to Bayreuth. 


fantry. By the end of the day, Apfii 13. ele- 
ments of infantry and armor were located above 
Bayreuth. 

The next morning, the Coromandmg General 
of the XII Corps, in a teiephooe. call to the 
Gommantiing Gcntraf of the 7|st Jnfamry, di- 
rected him to launch an attach against die city 
without delay. Reconnaissance element^ o£^ the 
II th Armored and the Htb Armored Divisiohs 
had entered the city's outskirts and were engag- 
ed in a fierce fire fight with its defenders- The 


variance in Mniforra |»racticed by the enemy he 
ioolf no chances, hat- proceeded to march his 
captive toward the nearest viiJigfc wilh;/ M-1 
musgk leveled at the small ot i-the prisoner's 
back. , ^ith the onwillmg prisoner protesting 
voltiblx each step of the Way, the procession of 
two reached the edge of town. Here the language 
difference was amended by a chaiice meeting 
with a German speaking dough from Intelligence. 
For the first lime the wi reman knew the nature 
of his prize — - a railroad conductor. 

Artillery operations during this period bad ne- 
cessarily been restricted because of the speed of 
the advance. Artillery fire was generally limited 
to- targets of opportunity. 

On April 12 the 71st Infantry and die llth 
Armored Division were poised in readiness to 
continue the attack to the cast and southeast with 
the mission of seizing Kulmbach, and B.iyreuth. 

The riih Adored Division began its advance 
toward its objective w'ith the 7Ist following clo- 
sely oh its heels, and at the same time continu- 
ing its mission of ma{m.iihing protection of the 
Corps’ south flank. 

The advance continued, three regiments ab- 
reast, wiili the Hth Infantry in the center of the 
zone. Each regiment motorized one battalion in 
order to maintain close contact with the II th 
Aiinored, while the other b.vttalions were order- 
ed to continue sweeping operations following 
along the path of the armor and ttmton^ 


Typical wr(ctuc= oF b«ttie. 



Sceiws at airport near Bayreuth taken by the 66th. top; Two views of burianjf, baagari during the battle for the 

port. Bottom; Wrecked German planes on the runways. 


Goramatiding^ the 7ist issued aa^o 

^^^'rsi r*-; ' ' '^- ■ smoih«r«tJ? the sitipei ’i^re: s-ofning' from the 

‘ * -.ip. . . Darkness had talkn before the entire strength 

Spare plane engines in a hangar at th« captured airport. , of the First Battalion of the 5th Infaitiry reached 



The 271«t 'Engineers prepare; to blast a bouse in die path of hre sereeping itirbugh the buildings on tiiis street in 

Bayreuth. 


cd cared iar, and comrounieations restored, sfeep 
again became the order of the moment, - 

Mopping up operations contintred in the city 
for the following' two days and by nightfall of, 
the 16th of April it had been securely and com- 
pletely occiipied. Over 750 prisoners, including 
a, German Majop-General, were captured, t.’n- 


thc center of their captured sector. With 6uH 
posts manned, the Battalion sought its billets 
and hurried about its prepafations for resiiog 
throughmn the remainder of the night. The 
Battalion command post was set up to a hotel 
while the line cornpariy personnel inoi occupied 
with guard and outpost duty were bedded down 
in convenient buildings adjacent to the Kotei. 

Some time later those still awake beard the 
silence; of the night broken by the sound of 
spiotadic anti-bucraft fire. A throbbing plane 
rootOT swelled and faded in the distance. The 
switchboard operator at the Battalion command 
post listened tet the convrersattCHS of a phone call 
and learned that a Jerry pJarte< Sttafing .rn outperst^ 
had been driven bfl by defensive fire 

Quiet reigned agftm. Thy Operxitor doied M 
his board as: thfc moments slipped by. Then the 
silence was shattered by j sudden roaring of an 
engine, the clatter of machine guns, and the 
bursting of antt-personnel bombs. A sneak ap^ 
proavh had brought an enemy plane hurtling 
over the area. Hi.s mis.sle exploded, a near miss,' 
and shrapnel burst through the street in , front of: 
the CP, shattering the windows, wounding some, 
and blasting the sleep of many. With the xnfut- 


Engineert pick up debrn atfer tti6 bUtt. 


known numbers had been killed, or driven east- 
ward. 

During the battle for Bayreuth other elements 
of the Division continued their sweeping opera- 
tions. 

In the neighborhood of Marktshergart, which 
fell to the Third Battalion, 66th Infantry, a couple 
of Pfc’s. sought a bit of recreation in a jaunt 
about the countryside on a Jerry motorcycle and 
attached side-car. 

Incidental- meetings with individual enemy 
soldiers resulted in a disarming of each Jerry 
until the sidecar’s capacity for both man and 
arms was cruelly taxed. The arms were thrown 
into the bushes. 

Moments later the duo drew fire from a group 
of considerable size. The side car occupant reach- 
ed for his M-1 only to discover that it had been 
discarded with the tossed aside Jerry weapons. 
Further sight-seeing was immediately deemed in- 
advisable, and the operation plan changed to a 
hasty retreat to the security of friendly lines. 

The Second and Third Battalions of the 66th 
Infantry, advancing down the Nurnberg-Bay- 
reuth autobahn, ran into enemy mortar and 
bazooka fire in the vicinity of Deps. Deploying, 
and pressing an attack through a heavily wood- 
ed area, the attacking forces came upon a large 
airport and aeronautical school, defended by the 
Luftwaffe and Wehrmacht personnel In the face 
of small arms, mortar, bazooka, and anti-aircraft 
weapons fire, the attack was carried through re- 
sulting in a rout of the defenders, and the 
capture of 520 of the enemy. The airfield was 
secured and the retreating enemy pursued as they 
withdrew into the nearby towns of Deps and 
Benk. 


The capture of Bayreuth, and the Sweeping 
operations of the other elements of the Division 
brought the 71st up to the Army Restraining 
Line by the 15th of April. Here the unit assum- 
ed a defensive role while reconnaissance was 
carried out to the east of the line. April 15 and 
16 were spent in reorganization and readjustment 
of positions. 

Now, when you had a chance to look at a 
map, you wondered just how much longer Jerry 
was going to go on with this business. Coburg 
and Bayreuth, were behind you, who had come 
all the way from France along the ground, walk- 
ing and riding. You wondered how much further 
you would have to walk chasing Jerry. 

When you heard the story of the “Big Pic- 
ture” with the Russians sitting on the eas- 

tern doorstep to Berlin, with the First and Ninth 
Armies deep in northern Germany, and the Se- 
venth slashing in on your right, you cussed to 
yourself wondering how anyone could be so 
simple as to not see defeat immediately in the 
offing. 

Maybe there was something to that business 
of a last stand in the Alpine country of southern 
Germany. It would make a good place to hold 
out, that was certain. You had walked over 
enough hills, and swept wooded areas, to know. 
Rough country for armor too, that would be. 
Maybe this thing could go on for sometime yet. 

And that werewolf business. Back along the 
path you had covered were beaucoup places for 
hiding out. Of course, there hadn’t been any of 
that sort of thing yet, but maybe, like a lot of 
Joes said, they were waiting until all else was 
lost. 
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Ai this time the roaster stratcfty for the smash- 
ing of the German military might callevl for an 
advance by a wing of the Third Army in a south- 
eastern direction on the axis of Regensburg-Linz 
to make contact with the Russians advancing 
from Vienna, Third Antiy was to advance, with 
three Corps abreastj the XII Corps, the XX 
Corps, and the ill Corps.; The 71st Infantry 
Division had been earmarkwl for assignment to 
the XX Corps. 

This attack was to be undertaken when Nurn- 
berg had fallen to the XV Corps of the Seventh 
Army. XX Corps would thep assuine command 
of the zone of advance previously held by the 
XV Corps. Until h^urnbvrg fell rnovemenf of 
troops within the area would be do XV Corps 
■orders.' 

Fighting in Numberg became extremely bitter 
and the XV Corps was forced to concentrate its 
unifs in and around the city, The T^th Armored 
Division, poised to the northeast of the city of 
Nurnberg, w-as withdrawn, and the 71. st Infantry . 
in posititm behind them, w'as (he logical unit to 
take bve-r Ihfc gap that was left between the Corps 
ar&fs; by ihat withdravv-al. Relief of the Ar- 
mored ; was carried out during the 17th amt . 18th 
of April wjlh eleinents of the Division slipping 
south,; mpvdng; by foot and motor, info the new 
zone of operation, 

Entoute to its new position, the Fi/.st Battalion 
of the 14th Infantrj’ made contact with a strong 
enemy outpo.sf at Sehonfeld. Enemy troops of^ 
fered stern resistance and a Heavy fire fight ensu- 
ed, resulting in the destruction of the town and 
the capture of its defeinders. 

The Hth Annored Division, when relieved, 
executed a mcH'emrnt south and west to assist 
the other uHits ei the XV Corps in the attack 
Upom Xurnberg. For the first time sinee the 
crossing of the Rhine RHer the Division was 
assigned a zone of operation without armor to 
soften the adv'ance, 


Co glo 


Until the 19th of April the Division was with- 
out orders. During this period strong reconnais- 
sance was sent out to the east and south to 
maintain contact with the enemy^ On tJiis date, 
though expecting orders from the XV Corps, the 
Division received orders from the XX Co.fpS, 
The preiimmary steps to accompHshtnent of the 
master plan of departure fi'orn the Regensburg 
Linz line to meet tlic Russians Were set in rao- 
tiom The Corps plan called for an ahaek south- 
east; with the b5th Infantry Division oh the 
the 7Ist Infantry Divisicih on (be left, and the 
80th Infantry and l5th Armored Divisipos in 
reserve prepared to pass through on Corps order. 

The new Division zone of operation was ini- 
tially very broad, and then narrowed down in 
two places, finally e.\tending on a broad frOntj 
The terrain was rough, cut by raarty corridors, 
heavily wooded area>, and inhabited localities. 
Information received fesitSted in an csthnatibn 
pointing to spotted arid disorganized enemy re- 
sistance centered largely around tow'ns, and ihe 
principal road nets. Ground and aerial reton- 
'haissance revealed a definite How of ertetny y*er- 
sonnel from the east to the u'cst, acrosa the 
Division front. 
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However, after a brief flrefigKt, the defenders 
fled t<? the fettiporary sanctity ©f a sjrarby woods, 
tderraann’s capacities as a rallector, and the items 
espitssing this characteristic of the rotund one, 
were the cynosure of a number ot weary-footed 
infantrymen. 

On April 21 the 66th Combat Team emerged 
from the woads\ and after a brief, fire fight with 
enemy iftfaimv strung but in advance of Velden, 
broke through that, resistance and encountered 
the first afmoi cooimitted bv the enemy. Two 
engafemems ensued.. In the ftrsc action two en- 
emy tanks were hit and knocked out by baaooUa 
fiVOv With the attached Tank Destroyers alerted 


The Division plan of attack called for initial 
commitment with ttM three ttgiftrehts abreast As 
the zone riarrowcd one regiment was to be pinch- 
ed out and go iftto n^eri'e, to be recommitted 
when the ?ooe again Widened, The demand to? 
speed of movement, plus' the distances and wide 
ajroA to be itovered, necessitated maneuver that 
would periodk-allj; relieve each tegiment in turn. 
With aPnor no tenger in front it.vvas now pos- 
sihlc so employ, to its full weight, the Division 
Atollery and air support, 

Tire feegitming battle formation found the l4th 
Combat Team on the left, the flfh Comhaf Team 
in the center, and the 66th Cprnbat TeafO op the 


The Uta.in Party headquarters in Bayreuth goes up in smoke as refugees hurry across the {(anting City square, 


right . The attack was pU^ed southeast through 
mounf.iin>, through Wooded terrain, and against 
eiH'jnv sm.tll aims and automatic Weapons fire. 
As the pu.sH ttot Linder way the Third B.vtta- 
hon, 66ih Infan.trv, swept into NeuhauS- Here, 
oti a high hlutf oVerluokirtg the town, stood a 
'^OU venr old kasde, the property of Hermann 
(.loeting. The coidc, complete with stone -walls, 
an- raf<i {nnm’j,V, etcpciiStiV mpistnes, oriental 
*ugs, .md choke arvitena.s eo,Hcgted by the'No. 2 
m,m in rhe N'azj rt-mme. was- being held by a 
humlrcd SS troops. They had determined to 
fpitke the castle the site of; a last ditch stand. 


following the : 'first ; Vrg;agianem and now well 
forward, the second action occunod. The rc- 
nwindei of dro' «aremy,\ >4fmc»r, three tanks anti 
fr?>,u armored c3K,?,kcdc cOrnmitted. One tank 
w-.ts destroyed by TD fire, sVhilc the other two 
tanks, and the ftnJr armored cars, were knockeci 
out of action by bacookaS- 

Meanwhile the i4th Infantryj overcoming tef" 
rain very badly rosuicted by ssy.vraps and fakes, 
had become engaged in a stiff fire ftghr with 
Luftwaffe ■pVr.so’titibl-'alortg ,the Sii!,rb,Tch -Bayreuth 
highway. Aftoi- the A;riill»jiv and tiannon Com- 
panv h.ad i.aid several eppeentrations op the -gn- 



The dining room of GoerinK’K cattle near Neuhaus. Tbe ^iace wat captured by the ^th Infantry 


emy, restsiance was broken by marching fire. its itjpe and destroy the. enemy artiHery and 

The attack overran a complete fighter airplane inotfars. A- task force from the 14th' Infantry 

factory and undergroiind assembly plant. Dur* accomplished this mission, and captured the 

ing the course of this engagcinent mortar and town. 

artUlcry fire fell upon the attackers from the The 5th Infantry, operating in the center of 
town of V'ilseck which was within the zone of the zone, and hindered more by a poor road net 

the 26th Infantry Division Because elements of and terrain conditions tlran by enemy action, 

that division Were still several mites to the Tiorth discovered a good four lane military highway 

permission Was obtained from that unit to enter not appearing on the map. This road ran to 


Company A, 5lh Infantry, approaches a village 6'red by 
artllkry. 


Caimpany A, 5th, entering Schwandorf. 



Fevf peopk roitm tfie strccU olS OP«iy captured village uf Holsleen as Division vehicles huddle in the shelter of 
. ,, ,, still burning huiitiingi. 


Subbach locattvl in. the originai zone of the 14th 14th Intantry and capture the towa. By shutt- 

Infantty CorttbaJ Ttam^ When it became apparent iing the troops forward using AT, Cannon C.om- 

that the 14th Infantry would be unable to ac- pany, and organic vehicles, die 5th Infantry had 

complish the rnissioo of seizing Subbach accord- advanced some seventeen miles forward on the 

ing to the tjjne schedule, thp 5^ Infantry was 21sf of April. On Division order the Third Bat- 

authorized to cross over into the zone of the talion was motorized, and on the 22nd, launch- 

ed an attack resulting in the captiire df the town. 
Other elements of the 5th Infantry executed an 
enchcling. nioveroenl (o thy West and. south to 
take the town of RosehbUfg, thereby blocking 
the escape of enemy troops fibpi Subbach. 

The 66th Infantry, following its action against 
the enemy artnOT, had iPet only slight resistance 
in cleaning out the WOod4 to the right of the. 
Division zony, j»nd had cut the Nurnberg Sulz- 

bach highw^V 

The 14th Infahtiy, having discovered that Sulz- 
bach had already fallen.; then by-passed die towm 
and reached Wkfe Arnberg. 

With the 4 ^th Infantry in reserve to secure 
and screen Am berg ihe other eieinen ts of the: 
Division cohtinueti bp in complUhce with its 
mission-.; ■ -'v ; ;'y 

During, the- action ; transpiriBg since the teceipi 
of the original Ck>rpt? order the 7ist Infantry had 
cleared 250 square iniles of German territory. 
Sipall knots oJ eiicmv resistance had been, torn 


Anolher view of liolsieen, still smoking froln fires set by 
Division artillery . , 





Soot) pictttK ««« taken supplies and ammunition 

were raltinK eastwai'd to (he battle zones ovet (bis newly 
captured portion of super-bigbway naar fiolsteen. 


Liberated Kussian prisoners of war in Aaerbadi. 


apart* and the threat to the center of the Third, 
U.S> Axmy had been removed. In the capture- of 
Sulzbach -'Rosenburg 650 Allied pnseners of war 
were liberated. 

By this time, from a study of captared docu- 
ments and interrogation of prisoners of war, it 
was definitely established mat the enemy was 


fighting a dela,ying acb'bn in an effort to gain 
time to rally their forces on the Danube in the 
hope of makihg a determined .stand there, tn- 
sirticiions were received from iCojtps, to accelerate 
the drive of the Division and to by--p45s srnall 
pochets of enemy encountered as they would be 
cared for by Corps reserve! The; Dithstou SOP 


The 271st Engineer Combat Bn. ferries elements of the Fifth Infantry across the Danube. 





Scenes at Danube crossings. Top ieft: Pontoon icrrybpat irhith took yehldes acFdst near Donaoatauf. Top right: A 
'’duck'’ which helped make crossing*. In tlw hacjtgrouad is a htidgc which the Gertnan* Wasted- lower left: Burning 
barges fired by teireating 0erniaHs. lower rfghti Another view of the dentnlished hrfvtg*,' 


of carefully SM?ee|?mj: all *nd carefully 

sear^cbuiK; all houses abawloned oti the 
basts.ot these mstructiofiii,, UtiSts of the Division 
utilised ever jr possible medns of transportation 
to. speed die attack; 

Tnoujih -^t the time the teasort for the speed 
lip vv as- not known by the lower rank and file 
of the army hierachy; the appreciation of the 
increased forward pace was none the Ic.ss great. 
A roan didn’t walk so much now. Racing through 
the German coyniryside, meanwhile viewing the 
Sttirdanding landscape from a 6 ' 6,; rather than 
being limited to: a roan *s eye view, had its de- 
finite good points; It was far better than slog- 
ging along on foou ten miles this day, fifteen the 
next, and from twelve to twenty the day aften 

Moreoverj if dashing about the country could 
be con-sidered tactically safe, and reasonably se- 
cure, one could assume that a rnaior crack up of 
German resistance was dose at hand — - per- 
haps a mattei of davs. 

No mallei what the reason, the rapidly Covet- 
ed kilometeySj thp- clumps of woods, the hill and 
valley are-ss, and thife towns and vtllages that 
passed to {be rear' without being meticuQusfy 
searched cau.wd ooly.-a sense _of pkasUte,^ l^ 
man had to fight a war, up front,, this was the 
way to do. in. 


Lt, George. ;Gr#cc, HftiTntaiitry, after a fall into the 
Danube dmirtg the crossing.. 






Prisoners «<»re Uireiul Jtr .fceep liteir hands up. 


On April 22, elements of thiv TTiird Gaw the bridge, Passing through Amberg and to the 
Squadron which had passed trough the Disnsion left flanh the BattaHpn moved tapidly behind 

aone on the right and swept ah^d, reported the the enemy forcts opposing the 5th and 66th In* 

seiiure of air undamaged bridge over the Naab fantries, and on : to the southeast, Aftet a bitter 

River at Burglengenfeld. The Second Battalion two hour fire fight at Rieden, it continued; on to 

of the 66ih Infantry, motorked and reinforced accomplish the mission^ / 

with tanks and tank destroyers, was then order- Meanwhile, the DiVbioO was eonfm^^ 
ed to rush ahead, relieve the Cavalry, and hold attach to the southeast, abreast, 

with the 5th Infantry on the lett, md the 66 
, . . . . . Infantry, minus the Second Battalion, on the 

•i ;:-; . . ' . ' \ V V . ' right. T he I4th Infantry was occupied in sereen- 

M ing and securing Amberg. Contact was being 

maintained^ on the left fianh with the 26th tn- 

65th Infantry Division, . , i . 

The Dieisions rone of pperation became in- 
creasingly diffjeufr as the attack tow’ard the 
Danube pressed oh. In the path Jay the rivers 
, • Naab; and R:egen:.\ 

NVilh the brulge at Burgkngerifeid already se- 
cure, a second crossing site on the Naab River 
was desired. The ,5th Infaritry was ordered to 
pres.s forward and seke a crossing point at 
Schw’atidorf. Third Battalion, 5th Infantry, was 
motorised .and rushed to, an assembly area near 
the city. Reconnaissance showed that all the 
priheipa) bridges had been destro^'cd with only 
a damaged railway crossing remaining- Doing 
the unexpected, the Battalion iraprosnsed repairs 


HitUr Jugend captivM. 



bn the tailvay crossing, and, capitaUiirtg on the 
surprise element, jumped the Naab and against 
light opposition seized the city of Schwandorh 
500 pri^rters of Avar were taken. 

In the railway yards of the captured city 
searching GIs found a train of locked bo.xcars. 
Breaking the cars open the Yanks released a load 
of Russian and Polish^ prisoners. Abandoned 
by their guardsi and Without food or water for 
several days, many had already died, while the 
majority oE those- still alive came from these 
chambers of torture m an emaciated and hysteri- 
cal condition, nearer to the land of the dead than 
that of the living. ' V 

While the 5th Infantry drove td Schwandorf 
the 66th Infantry reached the Naab Rivet at 
Kallmunz. Here it found the only bridge cross- 
ing partially destroyed. W'oriting undef scatter- 
ed small aims fire the bridge was repaifed by 
attached engineers, the A and P platoon, and 
riflemen. The 66th Infantry then crossed the river 
and drove on in the direction of the Danube. 

W^jfh the 5th and the 66th Infantries engaged 
in securing crossings oAfCc the Naab, Combat 
Team 14, composed of the Hth Infantry, Com- 
pany G of. the 635th Tank IJeatroyer^ Battalion, 
Company B oi the 5'61st Tank Battalioiiv Com- 
pany A of the SI st Chemical Mortar Battalion, 
the 6QSth iighl Field Aril llery Battalion, the 
564th Medium Field Artillery Bapalion, Com- 
pany B of the 271st Engineer Battalion, and one 
platoon of light tanks, left Amberg, passed over 
the crossing point held by the Second Battalion 
of the 66th Infantry, and drove to the southeast 
with the mission of seizing and securing cross- 
ings of the Regen River at Regenstaiif. From 
Amberg to Rcgenstauf was a distance of 46 kilo- 
meters, the last 15 kilometers of which had not 
been preriouslv reconnbitcred-. 

When the obiective was reached, it was found 
to be heavily defended. The attack, with the 
Second Battalion in the assault position, soon 
drove the enemy to the south side of the river. 
Howcyett jh their retreat, they were able to 
destroy the bridge. After a heavy' artillery bar- 


Loading a S64tb Field AritUery Bn. piece. 


rage and a chemical mortar preparation, and 
under cover of direct fire from tanks and tank 
destroyers, the Second Battalion launched an 
attack crossing the rivet by assault boat iri the 
face of enemy fiteri By late afternoon of the 
24th, the Third Battalion was in the, process of 
crossing, and a house to house Was takm^ 
place in Regenstauf. ri 

Construction of a treadway bridge had been 
started in late afternoon , W piking uuder hostile 
artillery, mortar, and long range machine gun 
fire, the engineers completed the bridge shortly 
before midnight. The early Hours of Aptii 25 
found the entire Combat Te.ttn in positions 
about the town of RegenSteuf in control of the 
established bridgehead. During the night enemy 
airpiaite^^ strafed thy towii. and .bombed the 
bridge Site, but were unsuccessful in. their at- 
tempts to knock out the bridge. 

With the 66th Infantry ssveeping south from 
its crossing sites On the Naab River, the 5fh In- 
fantry completed its crossing at Schwandorf and 
moved within its zone of operation to the Regen. 
Here, finding no vehicular crossing points, it 
swung into the 14th Infantry jont, crossed the 
Regen River at Regenstauf over that unit’s estab- 
lished bridgehead, and then resumed sweeping in 
a southern ditection. : ^ 

Since the capture of Sulabach the Division had 
efficiently operated under conditions made diffi- 
cult by terrain features, by the two river cross- 


Searching prisoner! belonslngo. 
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ings, b)‘ enemy resistance light and heavy, and into position to cover the crossings, and the 

burdened with the task of passing to rear areas 1159th Engineer Combat Group was ready to 

great numbers of prisoners, move to either crossing site as the situation de- 

, While engaged in difficult and wider-sweeping veloped. The time of the attack 'ieas set at 2 : 00 
operations, and still many miles from the north a,m« April 26. 

bank of the Danube, an order w'as received from However, it became apparent that troops and 
the XX Corps to cross the Danube River the material would not be in position for the assault 

night of April 25-26. In addition the Division crossing at the specified time. Pockets of by- 

was to assist the 65th Infantry Division in its passed enemy units blocked the roads delaying 

attack upon the city of Regensburg. the passage of assault boats and materials. Or- 

Duting the afternoon of April ip the attack to ganisatioti of the regfanents for thy crossing was 

the So.ntii was conducted with accelerated speed of necessity being carried on after dark. Swampy 

and vigor by all elements of the Division. The ground in the 14th Infantry area, and high 

14th Infahtry reached : the north batik of the wooded hill masses ditcctly to the rear of the 

Danube as daylight faded, fought its way into 5th Infantry positions ad'dt-ti to the difficulties. 

Donaustauf and Walhalla, and by midnight was The attacking hour was delayed until 4 : 00 a.m 


Hitler jugend camp used by Company D, 66th Infantry, as a CP, 


Doughs of the 5fh Infantty slid down the 
batik at the foot of the mam street of a little 
town on the north bank of thy Danube, and in 
the dat^^hess elainbctcd into assault boats,- placed 
■tbeif weapotgi on the bottoms, and grasped the 
paddles in readiness for the dash to the oppo- 
site barik. Early waves made the efossmg un- 
opposed, quickly overran dose up defense; posi- 
tions. tlien penetrated toward the rear before the 
enemy could react. Eater aossirigS 
under fire but the initial tattical syitymse had 
been «Q complete that all elements were able to 
^tabiish contact on the south bank. Squad 


in position making preparations for tlie assaulti 
The 5th Irdanfry. hampered by a poor road net, 
reached the river shortly after midnight, while 
the 66th Infantry was fighting in that portion 
of the city of Kegensburg on the north side of 
the Danube. 

The Division pbn of attack called for an: as- 
sault on a broad front with simultaneous river 
crossings by the 5th and Hth Infantries, The 
66th Infatiltf, after aiding tfie 65th Infentry Di- 
vision sttacky on .Regensburg, was:,to ;ctQis. the 
Danube b.ehmd either the 5lh Infantry or the 
I4th Inhtntty" P3yi.tj6.n Artilieiy had moved 
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The Red Circle rouic in its smash from Bayreuth across the Danube. 
















members of the A and P Platoon, First Batta- 
lion, were busily engaged frying eggs in a little 
town within the zone when the first mortar shells 
began dropping in, as from rearward areas the 
tardy defense forces began to act. Minutes later 
a hit on the roof caused a raised eyebrow or two 
among the converted cooks. Falling plaster scor- 
ed direct hits on the frying pan, while succeed- 
ing shells threw shrapnell in the kitchen window. 
A sniper down the road flicked a shot into the 
room with disturbing regularity. The squad ad- 
journed to the bedroom. 

The bridgehead was expanded and the high- 
way from Regensburg to Straubing cut. 

At the same time the 14th Infantry stormed 
the river between Sulzbach and Donaustauf in 
an attack two battalions abreast. 

One of the assault boats in a following wave 
carried a group of attackers loaded with ten in 
one rations, and a major armed with an empty 
M-1. 

Employing marching fire, and supported by 
fire from the tank destroyers on the north 
bank, the 14th Infantry stormed enemy positions 
and pushed inland to establish its part of the 
Division bridgehead. 

Initial plans called for the construction of a 
treadway bridge in the zone of the 5th Infantry, 
but harassing fire from enemy artillery made the 
site untenable. The bridge was constructed in 
the 14th Infantry’s zone, and over this bridge, 
during the late hours of April 26 the Division 
vehicles crossed. 

The next day a coordinated Division attack 
was resumed, and the bridgehead expanded to 
the southwest, the south, and the southeast. Two 
combat teams, and the division train of the 13th 
Armored, diverted from the crossing site of the 
65th Infantry Division, crossed over the Danube 
in the zone of the 71st Infantry Division and 
turned to the southeast, attacking in the direc- 
tion of Linz. Once again, the Division was to 
operate with the armor out in front. 


You relaxed in the ditch beside the road, or 
leaned against a building in that little town, and 
inhaling deeply on that K ration cigarette watch- 
ed the tankers, mounted on their roaring, clatter- 
ing charges, pass you by and move ahead. Me- 
diums and heavies and half-tracks chewing the 
macadam, shaking the earth, and forcing the 
brick and mortared buildings to tremble with the 
passing. It’s a good feeling, knowing that armor 
is spearheading again. The skin on a turret is 
tougher than that stretched over your frame. Let 

’em go on . And you gave them a studied, 

nonchalant wave of the hand. 

The assault crossing of the Danube by the 
Division had flanked the defenders of the city 
of Regensburg, placing them in an untenable 
position. On the morning of the 27th the major 
general in command of the defense of that city 
came through the lines of the Second Battalion, 
14th Infantry, for the purpose of surrendering 
the city to the 71st Division. This he did to 
General Wyman at the 14th Infantry Command 
Post when he signed the unconditional surrender 
terms at 10 : 20 a.m. 

The Second Battalion of the 14th Infantry was 
then ordered to proceed to Regensburg to effect 
the capitulation of that city, and at the same time 
the 65th Division was requested to relieve that 
force at the earliest possible moment in order 
that the Division could continue its attack to the 
southeast with full strength. On the eastern out- 
skirts of Regensburg the leading elements of the 
Second Battalion met a special task force from 
the 65th Infantry. The Second Battalion then 
returned to its position in the Division zone. 

That part of the mission assigned to the 71st 
Division by the XX Corps, the crossing of the 
Danube, and the passing of armor through the 
zone, had now been completed. The Division 
was ready to comply with the remaining part of 
that order, to advance southeast to meet the 
Russians sweeping northwest from Vienna. 
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Two of the most faitiaus fi vets of cortdrtifntal The Hth moved toward the riyer iti the vid- 
Europe now lay behind the 71st Division^ The mty of Hanau Retreating Germans had blown 

Rhine and the I?anube< source of lyrical out-' all the bridges in the regimental zone. The speed 

pourings by scores of romantidsts in the days of of the current made futile the efforts tP cross in 

peace, had become conversadosja! fi.itui^S affipng standard engineer assault boats, and instead, mo- 

fhe. realists of the 7lsf. Events atnd epimdes tor driven stoma boats were utilised- Combat 

were placed in their proper ehronological posi- elements of hvo battalions successfully drove to 

tions by introductory phrases s»ich iS, 'Tust before the east bank over swift moving water, and 

the Rhine or, ’‘Remember, \ust this side established a bridgehead in the face of determine 

of the Danube - 'V cd enemy fire. At the same time, over a railway 

Ahead of the Division stretched the broad 
valley of the mighty Danube, a gently rolling | j | ^ ^ J 

area broken at intervak by the many tributatics 1 1 iSmLL XlScfegSiM 


of the Danube, including the ina|Or riverSf Isat, 
hm, and the Entis, and bounded on the. south 
by the htgged, snovy-capped spires ot the Alps. 

The plan of battle called for continued attack 
in ,r southeastern direction \yith the 71st Infantry 
the center prong of a tVee division front Scrv* 
ing as a spearhead was the I3rh Armored Divi^ 
sion, .scheduled, to drive southeast, then to swing 
directly south across the Corps front, .and dis<- 
orgaruzc enemy resistance withip the sonc of; 
Operation. 

Within the Divitiioxt sotiei the^ Infantry was 
to operate on the left flank, lhe 66th Infantry on 
the right flank, and the idth Infantry tmtially in 
reserve, was to be committed as the lone br03» 
denyd, the jlst Cavalry R«w>» Troop coveted 
the north flanfe along: the shore ot ihe: Danube. 

The bar Rivijr presented the first barrier in the 
patlt of the advanetng 71s» Infantry Division. 

Tl>e drive southeast began on April 2fk Duf- 
iing the day tlu’ Third Jhittalion. 5th fefantry, 
motoriied, sped to the city of Strauhirig which 
had been by passed ,% the armor, W op- 

position the city wai captured and ^^1^ priso- 
ners .seized. 

To the 14th and felt the. task 

of forcing bridgeheads oft the tsar. The 5th fit- 
fan try was to pass ter the center of the idne 
beyond the Isar after using the sites established 
by her two sister n'gimchts. 


! 





Pooped out. 


General Wyman decorates members of the 761st Tank Bn. 
A( right is Li. Col. Paul Bates, commanding officer of the 
76!st. 

bridge too badly dam.iged to allow passage of 
vehicles at equipment, infantrymen made their 
way, in one section climbing hand over hand. 
A ferry w'as also pressed into service for the 
crossing of men and equipment. 

Inprovised repairs on a second railway bridge 
in the zone of the 80th Infantry Division pro- 
vided an additional passing site for jeeps. 

By late evening of April 29 the Regiment had 
completed its crossing, .and was occupying Zul- 
ling .nid Usterling. L.tndau had been entered, 
opposition overcome, and was being secured. 

North of the area being secured by (he Htli 
Infantry, the 66th Inlantry worked its wav to- 
ward the dcsign,ited crossing point he.n Zeliol- 
fing. The approach to the nver was in.rde across 
3 large, flat plain, providing scarcely any cover, 
riie enemy was intrenched on high ground on 
the opposite bank in an ideal defensive position 
affording good concealment from where they 
subjected advancing Yanks to heavy artillery, 
mortar, and automatic small arms fire. In retalia- 
tion, supporting weapons of the attacking doughs 
gave Jerry anxious moments with a return fire 


Prisoners being hauled (n the rear. 


from artillery, mortar, machine gun, tank, tank- 
destroyer. and anti-tank guns. Nevertheless, 
whenever patrols emerged from the grass and 
brush along the river’s edge they were promptly 
engaged by enemy machine gun and rifle fire. 

During the afternoon of April 50, under cover 
of a barrage and smoke, heavy machine guns 
were moved into positions along the river near 
where the crossing was to be forced. Late in the 
day a heavy smoke screen was l.iid over enemv 
positions and the assault began. 

Because of the extremely swift current, just as 
in the 14th Infantry area, the use of assault boats 
was deemed impractic.al, so the .rss.'ialring forces 
were ferried across, a handful of men w'ith each 
trip, in two small storm boats. By 9; 15 p.m. 
that evening, by use of the storm boats, the 
Regiment had effected its crossing. While the 
foot troops were being ferried across, a pontoon 
bridge w'as constructed using the assault boats, 
and the same evening the jeeps and weapons 
carriers drove to the eastern bank. With not a 
single man being lost in the crossing, the Regi- 
ment seized 287 prisoners, and captured two en- 
em tanks and five 75 mm guns 


A German soldier shatters his own riOe at a .tth 
collecting point. 
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SpiidK in the vailey of the Danuhe,. 

tr<'3d^vay bridgt X.intUa. ShBukantously, the minds the {mi Rjv#r AdyOMi to, assum an 
PjvjsjofT's heavy transportation and artillery UrtiE-S appreciation that there never 

weriJ- manouevered tnio ptssition, atod with com" approach. 

pJc'tion of the bridge were able to cross over the The i3fh Arihotcd Pixnsjoni working ahead 
Isar and resttoic support of the rtfleroeTt. of the slower asovapii foot doops< had, already 

From higher pchelott came demands for in- reached the Itirt. F>am this Uml a rg|?ort was 

creasing speed of attack, and the Division .placed received slatitrg that a)! bridgc-s acprss tht piver 

added reliance on the use of radio and atr ohser- in the 71.<t Dicdsion's zone of ndvatice had beert 

yation for in forrrutidn and control. All dements destroyed. Division engineers, tiding as rtbset- 

contintied leap - froggiixg operations in a .rapid vers in the grasshoppers of die artillery, ccrnfirtn>' 

rush toward the n-tiit major ohstadc in the mad td the report aftor -a scries of reconnaissams; 

leading to the msGtHig with the RussiaiW. • flights along the river. Howcwrj the scouring 

In one of the small villages falling to the on- parties did find hvo large and unharmed darns 

rushing footsoldicrs a treed Russian slave t.r- which, it was believed, cduld be prc.sscd into use 

- R5 

Co glo 


The bridgeheads eliminating the first water 
obstacle in the Division path had been establish- 
ed. From this shallow foothold on the east side 
of the Isar the attack was confirmed, three regi- 
ments ahre,ast against light and scattered enemy 
resistance. Each regiment employed leap frog 
tactics, making use of even the jeeps, to carry the 
foot soldiers forward. Pushing forward, the 
towns of Simbach, Aldorf, Exsng, and Wissel- 
dorf were captured, the last two falling to the 
f>6th Infantry after brief, but intensive, life fights. 
While the regiments pushed ahead, expanding 
their grip on the newly wmn territory, the engi- 
neers were rushing construction of a floating 


borer, in*an effort to make known his gratitude, 
bfoke into the town’s music store. As the co- 
lumn of Yanks filed through the town, he, writh 
great ceremony, presented each One w’ith a brand 
new harmonica; The force continued its easter 
march to the hailing strains of a riurnber of; tunes 
being Attacked simultaneously. 

At one time the Inn River had served Ss the 
boundary line between Gerrnany and Aitstria, 
But that had been before 1937, at a tiine when 
a goodly number of those now making u.p the 
approadiing force, were concerned with the Inn 
merely as a black boundary line appearing on a 
school text m.ap of Central Europe. In these 





What war does to tiny villages. 


as crossing sites, if they could be captured be- 
fore the retreating Germans could destroy them. 
In the late afternoon of May 2 motorized batta- 
lions of the 5th and 66th Infantries moved ahead 
of the advancing Division forces with the mis- 
sion of seizing and securing the dams. 

The Second Battalion of the 5th Infantry- 
reached the river at Ering where a contact was 
made with enemy forces defending the dam. 
Operating in broad daylight, with a flanking 
force assaulting in boats, the Battalion fought its 
way across the dam and captured a demolition 
crew who had been ordered to destroy the struc- 
ture. The wires leading to the implaced demoli- 
tion charges were cut while the fight for posses- 
sion of the dam was in progress. By midnight 
of that day half the unit was in a perimeter de- 
fense on the south side of the river, while the 
remainder of the Battalion was in similar posi- 
tion on the north side. One bridgehead for the 
crossing into Austria was now certain. 

While the 5th Infantry unit was engaged in 
the accomplishment of its mission, the First Bat- 
talion of the 66th Infantry moved through a 
similar pattern. Detrucking in an assembly area 
near Egglfing, the Battalion moved against the 
group ot enemy defending the second dam. Here 
again, a flanking force, this time in engineer 
storm boats, made an .assault crossing of the river 
against small arms fire while other elements 
fought their way .across the top of the dam itself. 
Under fire the demolition charges were deactiv- 
ated, and the crew who had been left behind to 
set off the charges were captured. Shortly before 
midnight the second bridgehead across the Inn 
River into Austria had been seized and secured. 

Still far to the rear, other elements of the 
Division were continuing the leapfrog tactics and 
moving toward the dam sites against scattered 
opposition, overrunning many small pockets of 
enemy troops and taking large numbers of pri- 
soners. Along with the grey-green uniform of 
defeated German troops there now appeared in 
increasing numbers Hungarian troops dressing in 
clothing the color of gunnysacking. The latter 


had been stripped of the greater p^l't of their 
armament and equipment by the fast retreating 
German forces, and were more than willing to 
quit. Upon a majority of the faces in the long 
line of captured Hungarians passing along the 
roads to the rear advancing infantrymen saw- 
only weary delight and faint smiles. These re- 
luctant partners of the Germans were pleased 
they no longer would be forced to stand against 
the flow of Yank men and armor. 

Seizure of the dams and establishment of the 
foot -holds within the country of Austria assured 
the Division of sites from which to continue the 
drive to the east and south, but before the mo- 
tors and heavy equipment could continue the 
Division Engineers wrestled successfully with the 
problem of converting the structures to crossings 
suitable for traffic. 

Throughout the night the engineers labored. 
Before the dam at Ering became suitable for mo- 
tor passage it was found neccessary to make use 
of acetylene torches, and demolitions to remove 
superstructure and steel beams. In addition, a 
section of flooring was installed before a pas- 
sageway measuring eight feet six inches in width 
was completed. 

The surface of the dam at Egglfing presented 
a more difficult construction problem. Any traffic 


Yanks of the Cannon Co., 5th Infantry, arrived before the 
Germans could cover the wasted bodies of these Russian 
slave laborers at Straubing. The bodies were taken from 
a train by the German.s. 


Co glc 


86 












t-v-i: . 1 

rw 





n 






Cowp»ny A, H.(b Infantry, tbt Isar, 


Hq. Company, H(b, (TOiisint the har. 


was blbcked bjf a nUftibet of flood fraraeSj 
plus A number ol AttHtnechanjged obs^ the 
form of huge poneretc blochs effectively located 
along the length of the 1,000 toot passage. Here 
too, labor went on through th^ rttght, and in 
H hours the 271sr Engineer RatthHort removed 
the obsiacles, filled in a huge crater at the south 
end, of the daih,, and built a rijtnjp at the north 
approach before the site was put info use. 


Late on May 3, Corps orders changed the 
direction of the attack to due east, and assigned 
all units the mission of contacting the. Russians 
at the Enns River. The infantry divisions were 
to continue the attack with maximum speed and 
.energyi. 

With the 5th Infantry now in reseiye, and the 
66(h Infantry continuing its attack within its zone, 
the 14th Infantry drove to the east with the im- 
mediate task of attacking the city of Weis from 
the rear. The 14th Combat Team moved rapidly 
ahead, but then ran into a strongly defended 
enemy position near HorbaeVu This was the first 


r.4fet crossing ai the Isar on a pontoon bridge, 


The successful exploitation of the dam sit<» as 
a crossing means made the 71st Division the first 
Allied force to enter Austria from the west. In 
terms of the iifflt that had elapsed stnec that day 
in. M.ir*lT when fhe 71st met action in France-, 
fho period wa.'C not long, iJm dme alone pro- 
vides 3 poor astd meager meptsme of the iountey 
fcry the Division, The cold atal the heat, the rain, 
sleet, snow, and the sun, the yvear\- mlh's an 
foot, the {cnsencss of battle, the. .pam of the 
woundvij, and fhe greater sacuhee of those, who 
had given their Jives, cannot be told m a coolv 
catcXtbtCii siatetnetn of calttular days. But if had 
be<t»> writk-n. io the mimls of the men,, the 
indoAduftiS vvbfr by their wiiedivc aviion had 
nude fhe advance possible. To .some the end 
may now have appeared ne.3r. The drive went on. 


Company F, Jth-, crosses the Ijvb, Kof* tbe batbed wire on- 
(be dam. You can'f see the T.NY With which: ibe (hitig was 
' ..i.OpiSiwl. ■ 





Daci on th<; 5th Intanif? crossed the Inn River. 


AhoUier grouo of the rescued slave Uborcrs. 




uf '40 ariillery lUisoo pilatte which o*«r Ried aftex- beinf chaKcd- by G'ctmw ^Unia; 


cjf a namher 0 I dpbyjtm actions tBat contmuty With th^ appioisch ot the infantry hven, the 
ihrougliQut series al fife figbis; guards batl fled/ Huiidreds of the un‘ortUttates 

the t?mh‘4fih ‘-Wds highway was severed, a num- ■ ttiustered their last, remaitfinft s-irx^ngth, arid at^ 

bet of enemy motor and horse-^drawn ^lurpns tempted to flee the area. The invaders found; 

mbvitjg southwest from Wefs hehlg d them crowding the trails and roads about the 

the process. As the 14th I nfahlry approached , camn area, desperate in their efforts to leave be- 

Lamoach it came, under hostile fire from that city, hind the scenes of horror, and to search for f<M>d; 

latnbach was located in the zohe of the SOth 
Infantry Ilivisipri, but because enemy fire was 
hindering the advance of the 14th lofaiitry tOr 
ward Weis, the 5th Infantry attacked southwest 
from its re.serve position, smashed resistance, and 
captured the city. 

During the action invoh-ing the capture of 
Lambach, advancing Yanks uncovered attother 
incident in the sordid chapters marking the:^rii« 
of the Nasi to power in Europe. North aihhp 
city, hi a deuse patch of pine, 15,000 m'enf 
women, and children, the majority HuBgariin, 

Jews, were found in a pitiable conditioit. In- 
hafeitartts Of a concentration camp,; had been 
deserted by a retreating German amty:to:f< con- 
ctrrvcd with problems of retreat to administer the 
camp. No food and water had reached the in- 
mates tot four days. After Ijy'ing. for many 
months oil a slice of bread and a bow! of soup 
each day, the final neglect served as a death 
sentence for manv. 


TroQps force Mari leader in Ried (o .siriid «vth , hands in 
the air, 
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On tbfse page* is recorded come ol the dsmiung evidence against Nazi war criminals found at Gunskirchen Lagei^ near 
Lambach, Austriav when the 71st' captured the death-ridden concentration camp.- Above are unburied piles of starved 

dead .,<■ 


and here is anolbtr vie <v of ihc litter of dead Vsd dfing virifw* of ^ aggression which spread across the stench' 

ridden camp and along ibc roads leading 'Swa^ from the ptaoe. , < 
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but more pidurcs, »r written wordi, cannot convey the wordleM horror of Guitfkirchen Lager, Dachau^ MiidsberK 
and the other hcitlrnlet’ which the Cemana called concentration tamps; 
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With the 5th Infantry ordered to drive to 
Steyr oil the Enns, the Hth and 6.6th Infantries 
were to continue the sweep eastward within their 
respective areas. Steyr, through cfiahged operation 
ptans, had been iiewly placed within the Drvi- 
sion',zone. 

Early May 5, a small motoriied task force, 
heavily armed with automatic Weapons, and led 
bvthe regimental commander, left Eajtibach head- 
ed toward Steyt) followed by the Second Batta- 
lion, with the mission of capturing the city and 
scciirjhg any .bridges ov<pr the Enns within the 
Divi'siori zone. The task force, and the support- 
ing battalion, had been instructed not to fire at 
the enemy* luilcss fired upon. The route to Steyr 
became that of, a itiumphant procession. 

Pt^ssifig forw'ard over rbzds clogged with Ger- 
man soldiers and equipment in westward flight 
from the menace of the Russian sweep from the 
cast,: the srnall task foree, .follow^ by dements 
of the 5tk Infantry in a colimm of battalions, 
reached the city of Steyr without incident. Scores 
of. enemy, on foot, in motors and horse drawn 
carts, were by-passed and left in the Teat. 

, Steyr capitulated withonc the firing .of a single 
shot. The city's idhabttanb swarmed over the 
sidewalks, and from the vantage point of second 
,Tnd third; story windows surveyed, the conquer- 
ing force with an interest that vtas almost frtend- 
ly. It was almost as though the Yanks had come 
as liberators. 

Leaving a sm ait guard op the bridges within 
the city limits the task force turned north along 
the west bank of the .rivge; ; .About iout kilo* 
meters beyond Stwr the miniature convoy came 
under fire from a battery ofi SSs commandiPg the 
road. With fuethet advance ipipossible a dcfeii- 
sive position was assumed 4hii Word dispatched 
for ri’infotccthepts, Elements; from the following 
battalioris Still within , the diy came .up in an 
enveloping move and captured the battery and 
its gun CKW^ The day passed with the 5th In- 
fantryt securing the pity, aiid consolidating its 
pOsaiions along the west bank of the Enns. 


Dead German soldiers at. Weis. 


Within the camp site low slung wooden bar- 
racks, with earthen floors and barely room to 
accomodate 300 persons, had been housing 3,000 
human derelicts. Lying side by side, too crowded 
to turn over, those too weak to move defecated 
where they lay. Lice crawled fcorh one to aridther. 

Army resources were thrown into the fray. 
Survivors were evacuated to p hospital at^els; 
food and water was made available to all. 

As it; became apparent that the 14lh Combat 
Team would be unable to accomplish the capture 
of Weis as plannedj the 66th Jnlafttry was order- 
ed to push into the city by frontal attack. The 
Third Battalion, moferiied, rushed ahead and 
accomplished the mission, In the process an en- 
emy airfield, still in oper.ition, was overrun and 
seised. 

Midnight of May 4 found the Division poised 
along a line running north from Lambach, in 
position for the final drive to the Enns River, 
the goal hue of the eastward push. Beyond the 
Enns,^ according to Corps order, only strong, 
motoriaed, officer-led patrols would venture, 
seeking contact with the advancing Russians. 

The 5th Infantry, in its capture of Lambach, 
had seized two bridges beyond the city provid- 
ing access fo the area to the east. Permission 
from Corps was obtained to exploit these cap- 
tured sites, actually within the zone of the 80lh 
Infantry Division. 


Released Russian prisoners of war at Ried round Up 
Gentian troops in the area. 
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The 7)it cage at Lamhach. Many thousenda of captivea were brought together here in the final dayt of ibe war. 




Col. W"t»oten, conun^niiitTS o.{fi«r, of pves }nd*ucfi*>iss to jbe ^ORUQsnder o{ G*n»4n trooj^ In Steyr after the 

town fait* to thf 7fJ6t ©ffistoo. 


and 66th Infantries had 
h«'e,® , engaged to sleeping and pdheing areas to 
the. rear. The Hth Jnfantryv alone, had over three 
thoitiaod jprisdnihs in its cages at the end of the 
day’s operations. 

; The east bank of: the Enns wa.s held, by a coti- 
sidwabie foreo of fSerman soldiers in a defensive 
position awaiting the oncoming Russians. Bet- 
ween this force and tire Yanks, Otr the west 


bank, there was a sort of '‘don't you shoot at 
mci and I won’t shoot at yon ’ nndeistanding. 
This situation held until the inoming of May 6, 
Though the Division had reached its Testrainjng 
line, the terrain of the area across the river pro- 
vided the intrenched Jerries with a tactical ad- 
vantage. Should the rlimors of the War’s ending 
in ft matter of hours prove to be baseless and 
the siroggte go oii, those elements holding Steyr 
would be in a most precarious position. There' 
forCt the Third Battalion of the 5th Infantry was 
ordered to cross the river on a dam .rt Ernest- 
.hofen, .secure the eastern edge and clear the 
heights to the east commancliitg the positions. 
In the face of 88 and 2klipTn fire, and folIpW- 
in^ skirmishes with defending groups of Tiiey- 
tnajvs the mission was accomplished. The same 
day, thh 66th Infanpy; rnc>ved to fhij south aud 
cast, taking up its posttion. akmg thc river ^aftet 
relieving elements of the 80tK Inhsrtry Division, 
The Hth Infamiy,' in l>iyii.ion latserve, contiiui' 
ed sweeping >wd poHcfag the rear areas, collect- 
ing sea'eral ihodsand pnsoners of- war, 
Mefthwhile:, tpotonied patrols were operating 
east , of the Etmi;.sg<kiiirg .cofipKi with the Rus- 
sians. The 71st Recopnaissauce rtoap, pushing 
to the castw^ard, ehtcreci Watdliofen, w'hcte they 


Thi* 5th Infantry jeep was hit by an 8S near Steyr. 
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Captured Germao planes near St«yi. 


71st men contact a Russian patrol. 


captured the commander of the German Army 
Group South, Lt. Gen. Lothar von Reodulic. 
With j part of his staff, this offl«r vyas brouglit 
through the lines to the XX C^tps command 
post where arrangements Were miliated for the 
surrender of the troops under his command. 
During the night of May T^plans Were eomplef-* 
ed and operations the ne.xt day were, largdy con- 


fined to the feception of approximately 6il,000 
surrendering Germans who crossed the bridges 
over the Enns, into Division held tertitdry. 

On the same day ePnbet w^ estabhshed with 
the Russians when a patrol found th^ Head* 
garters of the Russian; 5di Guards Airborne 
DiGsion near Peter, Austria; On receipt of 
orders ending the European phase of die war die 


Lt Gen. Lothar von RenUutic, corainandiing general oi the Gcnnan iVrtny Group Sooth, wurrenders what rrmaina of his 
onee-mighty machine to Maj. Gen. Dillard G, Wyman, conitnanding general of the 7lst Infantry GivUion. Von Rtndn- 

lic was captured by the 71at Reconnaissance Troop. 





(he Ra»i<an»; Top? GeMc^aainied geWogethws. Bottom left: Scene at an oui^ar dtjtper at Steyr given by 
General Wyman ior the Rnsaians. Bottom right; GeneraJ Wyman (tight) ftiaU with the ^mtantandiog general of the 

■^ ■ 'i Eussian 5th Gnard« Airborne Division. 


patrols operating east of the Enns were with- 
arawn to return to the AmericaJi lines. 

The announcement of the surrender of all Ger- 
man land, sea, and air forces found tl>e 71st Di- 
vision along the west bank of the Erins River 
having advanced approximately 775 miles .Since 
being committed to action 59 days earlier, and 


having taken prisoner a total of lOTj-tOfi of the 
forces it had opposed. 

The patrols ■working eastward from the Divi- 
sion restraiiiing line had penetrated farther to the 
east , within enemy territory than any other unit 
of the gsviund forces of the western Allied armies. 

S;Oj the simoting -was over -i- - over here. You 
could let ilown now, and rela.x. Yet, after all the 
dreaming, the wnshingi and the pUrtriing you’d 
done in the foxholes add -on the march since thaf 
day in France, it came as an anti-climax. The 
excitement arid joy With svljich you had associat- 
ed a war’s ending, an idea prob.tbly formed from 
the books you had read; arid the trUrvies you had 
seen, didn't materialize. In ihg-castitols and the 
major cities of the world there vas wild and 
spontaneous celebration. To you May 9 was just 
another day. 

In the back of your mind lay an all important 
question What next, the Pacific, — — or 
occupation? General Order _ Number 20, Head- 
quarters 71st Infantry Division, a personal mes- 
sage from General Wyman to his troops, con- 
tained no clue to the immediate answer; 


An 88 A A gun whidi «ras destroyed near Steyr, 
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TO Alt J4ER8ERS OF THE 71st INFAN- 
TRY DIVISION AND ATTACHED UNITS. 


The war With Germany is eftded. 

Before we turn to a ijew^ mission, I wish to 
extend my heartfelt congratulations tp the mcm- 
hers of this Diyisjon tor the splendid accorn- 
pHshroent of the mirty tasks, that have been 
given it. 

From the day you left your toncentratipn atfea 
in Le Havre, in a period of 92 days, you have 
marched, fighting a large part of the W'ay,- a 
distance of 1,060 miles- You have captured over 
80,000 prisoners of war, the hulk of them the 
hard way- From the day you were committed 
with the Seventh Army souA of Bitche, vvith the 
XV and XXI Corps, there has been no break in 
the intensity of effort. Historic names are em- 
blazoned on your memories hj' the hemic deeds 
of members of the Divisions cast 

through the Siegfried Linse td captdii^jtf^irmasens, 
which you did without faltering, Yhuf a 
continued to the Rhine where the record of your 
valor was written in the blood of brave com- 
rades at Speyer and Germersheim. 

A sudden change in directive transferred Hre 


lot (fven a tncdica! rzamination ia the process of 
iSisd^argbig. them. 


Division from the Seventh th the fast moving 
Third Army where you were thtttWn acmss the 
Rhine to cover the rear of the XII 'Gorps. East 
of HanaU you were confronted with hard fight- 
ing elements of the 6th SS Mountain Division 
Nord, which yoii destroyed with every battalion 
of the Division working smoothly together as a 


aecHotH-ltyaKiA 
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team. On through Fulda and Meiningen, con- 
stantly opposed by small fighting groups of the 
enemy which you did not permit to delay you, 
seizing Coburg and Bayreuth in your path. 

A transfer to the XX Corps gave us new mis- 
sions when we swept southeast toVelden, Sulz- 
bach and Amberg. You crossed the Regen River 
at Regenstauf, the Danube at Regensburg, the 
Isar at Landau, the Inn on dams east of Braunau 
which were secured only after vicious fighting 
and majors labors of our Engineers. We stopped 
only at our objective, the River Enns, at Steyr, 
but with patrols thrusting deeply into enemy ter- 


ritory at Waidhofen and Amstetten, the eastern 
most point reached by American Ground Forces 
of any U. S. Army in the European Theater. 

You have refused to let fatigue, the physical 
obstacles of mountains and rivers, stop you. The 
enemy has only delayed you temporarily. You 
have written a glorious page in the military 
history of our beloved country. You are veterans, 
proven in battle. May you continue to live up 
to the high standards you have set for your- 
selves, whether it be in further battles in Asia or 
in an occupational role in Europe. 

I salute you. 
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The la^ of convincing Jerry o£ the error of 
his ways ao accomplished facf, the Division 
turned to the business of cleaning up the loose 
ends. Throughout the area held by the 7lst 
■when peace was declared, nuineifous checkpoints 
were created for the purpose of sifting the pdpu'- 
lation. Important industrial instatlations, stores 
of miUlary equipment, airfields, food storage 
sites, and public utilities were marked "’Zufritt 
verboten” and placed under guard. 

The end ot the war found the Division with 
nearly 10H),O0D prisonei-s of war on hand. Info 
the eight prisoner of war enclosures streamed 
additional thousands as the task of collectings, 
feeding,' screening, and discharging the mernbefs 
of the huge German roilifaty machine was under- 
taken. Though the arrival of German troops at 
the enclosures was peaceful, it w'as not without 
epofosioni Troops from ail branches and many 
itnits of the service were intermingled. Horses, 
bicycles, and motor transport of every type and 
dcscriptioa moved in the same columns as the 
foot troops, Refugees, DPs. and women were 
included in the columns. Sortmg and placing 
the arrivals in the proper enclosure aused many 
a weary hour for the men who had thought V-t 
Day would mean a chance to gain a little rest- 

Though the screening and discharging went on 
at a rapid pace each day, in early Jahe^ there 
were still some 22,0«X) troops on hand, a portion 
of which were SS ttoopS not to be discharged. 

The CIC team tracked down and placed under 
arrest hundreds of ardent Naai officials and for- 
mer members of the SS and Wehrmacht attempt- 
ing to evade judgment through the use of forged 
discharges and civilian cloth ihg. , 

Throughout May and Jmo : June eX' 
change of buroam was carficti tm be^eef^ 
Amcfuao Forces and the Eussjahs across the 
river, long convoys of Russian ^sold^ers and 
nationals who had been taken by iJte : Germans 
were moved into the Russian oct^fpied mea, and 
in the same tiucks on the aetum trip came Ame- 


ricans, British, French, and others who had been 
liberated in the Russian advatice. Each indivi- 
dual in the exchange was proofssed. the process- 
ing including a complete physical, deloirsing, the 
making of necessary records and papers, and ai 
cheeking of nationalify and status. 

Within the 23 DP camps operated by the 71st 
rnfantry Division were to be found representa- 
tives or every nation on the continent of Europe. 
Poles, Crechs, Hungarians, Estonians, French, 
Belgians, and Greeks thronged the areas. The 
aged and the young, the healthy and the sick, 
men, women, and children r - each presented 
a problem in the great task of returning these 
former slave laborers of wanderers io their 
homes. Seemingly there was no Umif M> dreir 

aurabt^s, im ena to the Job; 

Pulling guard at any one of the many eheck 
points seas an education in ifself. Throughout 
the hours, in the day and in the hight. a: constant 
stream of humanity Bowed by each post. In 
small groups of four or fivct their belcmgings 
piled high upon a cart, singly or in pairs, with 
mountainous loads wrapped hi die vve 11 known 
camouflage sheet upon their backs, the discharg- 
ed tnerobers of a defeated army plodded by. 
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High-point .Red Carck» assemUe for tnmttt to a hoiDe«ard-hoUnd uni^ 

Each man had to be checked ioc piope? identi- half a hundted_f iabored along the toad on foot 

fication, and his discharge papers. with their teaiSfe^ possessions in crude 

GI, and German tructe filled to overflowing bundles and suitcases carried in the hand, or 

with DPSi and decorated with pine boughs, tree stacked on wagons pulled by the travelers them- 

brancheS; flags and bunting roared past the- posts., selves. The road before fheim Was long, but they 

Snatches of folk or marching songs, the, shrill knew joy. They were free, and they were going 

cries of women and young children reached the home. 

sentry’s ears as he answered their hails with a Local inhabitants of the unmediate area would 
wave. Others, in bunches of ten, or thirty, or pass a single check point several times in the 


Aerial view of Gmunden, Austria, where the Divisioo had 
a fine test camp during its Austtiafi oreppafion period. 


The Ausiriaa Alps, fiotn a plane, 



course of c4cK day as they weirt about the bu- 
siness of resUrting horinai living. Each guard 
soon tecogniced the natives, and would si^al on 
the chunky, bare-legged girls on their bicycles, 
the frau with a handbag, or the farmer on his 
wagon. Even fhe cows pulling the farm carts 
were soon famiHat. 

Policing the zone, processing of the soldiers, 
and redeployment of DPs were the primary tasks 
of the Division during May, but in the hours 
not employed in these tasks there was a return 
to an activity not known to Division members 
since the 71st Infantty had the 1 5th Amy. 
A program of instruction apd review in military 
.subjects was placed in operation. This may have 
been peaceful Austria, but there’ stiil was a non- 
peacefol Pacific. Otientation, tyl>hus and 
malaria lectures, field sanitation problems and 
physical conditioning exercises, military courtesy, 
and close Order drill made it seem like the long- 
ed for Umted States. 

Routine military life was enlivened by occa- 
sional USO shows, and the Red Cross Club- 
mobile made periodic visits to units, but as air 
ways, a goodly number of the dhee hi^ufs of the 
Gls day Were spent in shooting the hoU. Wher-* 
ever two or more, gathered the topic of conver- 
sation Wjis certain to be either *‘puints*V or, 
“What's »rext for the 71st Infautry?" In early 
June the latter question wa-s temporarily answer- 


Grimin general was just another PW at the 71st cage 
in Neu Ulm, 

ed. The Division moved out of Austria, and 
into Germany as an occupation force. On the 
Stars and. Stri{res redeployment chart tlie name, 
71st Infantry, appeared opposite the month of 
February, 1946. 

One of the oldest cities in Genrian)*'; Augs- 
burg, was made the site of the piyision com- 
mand post. With a history as a. municipality 
dating back to the days of the Roman j£™peror 
Hadrian, this city became the, n^^ of 

■widespread and numerous duties, and assign- 
ments.- ‘ ^ 

The area patrolled fey the 7 tsf encompassed 
some 225 square mdes, roughly bounded in the 
north by Donauworth, in the south by Augs- 
burg, and from New Ulm iii the west to Neu- 
burg in the east. Elements of the Division 
distributed throughout the area and continued 
the policing and guard duties that are inherent 
in the task of an occupying force. 


Prisoner shaktdosrn at the Neu Ulm stockade. 


Shakedowns revealed PW» in possession of hiddeu U, S. 
supplies. Packets like this one contained K rations, dfa- 
rettes and diewinf pim. 


This SS prisoner at Neu Ulm displays the tattoo on his 
upper arm which was worn by all SS penoAnel. 
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pation. Opejation "TaUyho' . a ^.'Ompletc 8UCCCS.S. 
^ itsed ^ an index to deteminc the ejFfeeti- 

S venesS of occupation policies. 

■ With billets in private iiom^ and apartments, 
H oc in barracks once the property pf the. Gentian 

H Army, dally living became easy routine for the 

H men of the 71st. Comparisons with garrison 

H life in the States grew in numbet. Upon the unit 

H bulletin boards appeared weekly schedules of 

H training and athletics; notices of USO Shows 

^ inereasedj as did the announcements of further 

■B educational opportunities, 

n The training jitogram emphasised tactics pro- 
E ven in the Pacitie theater. Participation in the 
exercises was no more feryenf than it had been 
in the Stiles, 

By mmsutnmer the recreational facilities ayarl- 
able to the troops were operating in full scale. 
!ra- Tours of resort areas and Allied countriw came 
vet within the reach of every interested Gl. 

>ng The sights of Paris, material and human, at- 
ps, tracted njany. As the good word spread from 

ese the ryturnees concerning the many enjoyable Tea-* 
I a tures o£ the trip, additional converts made plans 
to visit the Queen of Glries. 

3i- On the shores of the Mediterranean, the Ri- 
itic viera, one time playground of the wealthy, knew 
hy the presence of relaxing infantrymen. By August 
all the Red Circle patch was seen on the mountain 
:u- slopes and in the cities of Switeerlaad as sight- 


^dother scene at (he Ammersee rest camp. 







The Bavarian occupation area was near, ^ut did nht 
include, Dacbaa,. most iafatnow o( camps- 


Scene at the Mth Infantry’s “Pioer ttodeo''' in Austria 
It was a first class rod|o»: . 


seeing enlisted men and officers made the seven Besides three or four EM Clubs in Augsburg, 
day tour of that country. each unit soon had its qwfi- In these noisy 

f or those not inclined toward sponsored tour- gathering places, tnen would come each night to 

ing, or without the funds reported necessary for talk over the acti>HLtres of the da;ify the point 

big times in London, Paris, and the Riviera, system, the chances of going home, and the. rda- 

thCTc were beaucoup opportumties for reliucation tivc merits of the frauleiris as compared to the 

within the Division occupation area. The resort gals back home. Beer and light wines dispensed 

community of Diessen, on Aromer See, was at roefc bottoin prices took care of 
turned into a rest camp. Hotels became WHets,^ created on the drill field and the guard posts, 
the local beer taverns hangouts for military 
sonriel enjoying three day- passes. The wafer- 
front boasted a swimming beach, and boating 
facilitjes that mcluded every type of craft from 
small rowing skiffs and sailboats, ihiough out- 
board and inboard motor boats,: fb a German 
version of the FT boat, and a side-wheeler 
renamed the Robert E. Lee. Restrictions and 
regulations were kept at a bare minimum. There 
were no formations, no uniform regulations, no 
requirements on the manner in which each day 
was passed. E\'ery other day there was ice cream 
for the asking, and every day there was plenty 
of beer in ta}l cool glasses. 

Within Augsburg three movie houses offered 
tvyo shows ,1 night to the entertainment-hungry 
men, and the Red Cross Club, located in a spa- 
citmSf Well furnished building, doled out conee 
and thousands of doughnuts. Clubs and beet 
gardens for officers and EM were plentiful. 

_ This urioon orlcinally appeared In Red Circle News, 

Oivhkin newspaper, aod later w«» wideljr reprinfed after 
' \ beinf picked up by die , Army’s Camp New* Service. 


THfRb ARMX I Pf^^SUMC? 


Soft ball teams mushroomed through the area 
and a round robin series initiated that contiiiued 
over the season. Regimental baseball nines pro- 
vided another outlet for sports minded players 
and soectators. 

In the big league field, the 71st Division mtlc 
spread the name of the outfit otcf the entire 
theater. Composed of men whose names h^d. 
appeared on major dub rostws of pre-war dia- 
monds, the Red Circle Nine breezed to Third 
Army championship owr some of the best tcains 
in the ETO. In the 20th Corps League,: the I3tlr 
FA Brigade, the 9th Ihf. Div;, the 14th Armor- 
ed Div„ and the 10th Armored Div. went down 


Secret<ry of War Stimson reviewed 71*t troop* who wrte 
relecled to repment &e Third Army in a review for at 
Attmlch. A> the Secretary** left it General Wyman. 





Scent at the 6t»th Infantr.y’* /’D*n«b« Syni*Follles' 


without a loss to the 71sfc; In tHe.20th Corps a j:tyc-gafee playoff, giving thy 71st 19 VKitv^put 
playoff, t ho jDivJsieu knockeii out a three of 22 contests, 

win. oxer 20th t!k>rps Artillery. Favorable scores over the Seventh Army en- 

The 71st lost one game to the rival 65th Di- trants enabled the Red Girders to enter the ETO 
vision nine with a score of 9 - 0, but won the playoffs as representative of Southern Germany^ 
Third Army Semi-Finals by triumphs over the As co-findists, the nine dropped dve d^ding 
65th on two other occasions and three wins over game of that series to COM Z, completing the 
the 33rd FA Brigade. In the closing chaptm of season as runner upi to the Theater chsmpJens,. 
the Third Army Finals, the strong 76th Division 

team carried away the first and fourth games of ' . 


Scene at the 71st’s Red Cross Club ta Augsburg. 


Retreat eerctnony in a Bavamo town. 




Much interest was displayed in the games, 
which, were broadcast over the AFN network of 
Munich, Among the men whose names were 
often mentioned during discussion periods were* 

Ewell Blackwell, Benny Zientara, Bill Ayies, 

Alpha Brazle, Herb Bremer, Robert Ratna22otti, 
and Milton. Ticco. Captain Joe Costs, coach, 
formed a fighting team around a nHcleuS of ex~ 
professionals that played in Shield Stadium^ the 
5th infantry diamond. Soldiers Field at Nuni* 
berg, and other German sports arenas. 

Later in the fall Shields Stadium underwent 
still another transfbrtnarion. Xhe field, ofiginally 
designed for soccer, Had been modi ft to the 
needs of baseball. With; the season's end, the 
backstop was removed, home plate dug up, and 
the turf lined for use aa a football stadium. 

Shield Stadium, the home field of the B^d Circle 
Nine, became die home field of the champion- 
ship caliber Red Gircle Eleven. 

The USO circuit, once established, became an 
almost weekly feature of Augsburg and yiciftity. 

The Jack Benny show came to town, and the Probably the smallest troupe that arrived at the 
men gathered in a battered hangar to listen to Ludwdgsbau Hieatre to entertain the Allied per- 
jokes, new songs sung by Martha Tilton, and sonnel stationed In aiid pear Augsburg was that 
old favorites played by Larry Adler on the har- of Ella Logan who, with the aid of an accordio- 
monica, Up hi Central Park, Blythe Spirit, Dia- nist, provided a. pleasant evenMg of songs and 
ipond Horseshoe, Night Must Fall, dml Trouble music. The largest was rtndodbtedly the stageful 
Door, were also popular, and a record crowd of American feminize charnt psoC^ the 

turned out to listen to Singer Paul Robeson. Rocketles of Radio City whose beautiful co- 


General 'Vyman making « tare well #eec!i to hU iroopc 
before departing to the U,S,A. and a new aso'conieni ta 
Angiut. 


Pari of the 14th Infantry’s smash show. 
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Cf0w4s of 40,000 tq 50,000 wakficd tbt TUI's cbsunpionship basebalt games al Soldiers Eield, Nurnberg, fotnieriy Ihe 

scene of Hitter's Nast psrty festivals. 


stymes and light, preeisioti dancing lecafled io Frank'fuft to aing for personnel of Allied Head^ 
many a Red Circle dough: the delights that cjuarters theie- 

avyaitcd hiin on the other side of .the ixmd. Unit newspapers were launched. For the Di- 

Regimental units, not content with mere pas- vision there was the Red Cttde News; for the 

sive audience participation in entcrUinmcnt/or*- I4th liifentry, tltc Right of the Line; and for 

ganizfed within themselves able, accomplished the (jfith Infantry, the Doob!e-Six. 
crews, -The 66th InfiinttyV Danube Sym-Foj- Withoof stirring from the billets, a taste of the 
lies toured the area and played before thousands States was available with a flip of a radio switch, 
of appreciative soldiers, "‘Tt’s the 14th Radio Munich, A FN, With Morning Report, 

Infantry show, met With equal acclaim in per- 
formances throughout the AimsbUrg Area. The 

Soldier Chorus of the 5th infantiw broke a cen- . 4 

tury-pid tradition with a persona) appearance at ^ N - W p 

the Salzburg Festival, the first choral group hot ^ 

a native ofg^ration. ‘ It alw 


Ttie Red Cucie NcM’r ipoosorod a vUaic to teaidi 

Gemian kid^ tii Augsburg the mdinteots t>f tt>e American 
sport. The dtnic was comlucted by members' of the 5th 
tiifahtry team and was a b^ soeee&$, front the staridpotni 
'■ of atteKdamce. ' 


Shields Sudiom, Augsbur);, from the air 









Action ihot at one of t1»e 71s( games at Nurnberg. 


Luncheon in Munchcn, and Bouncing in Bava- ed for redeplojnnent to the States left the Divi- 
ria, filled the air waves with music, Ti.S. stj'IO, sion in increasing numbers^. Men of other divi- 
from earljr moming until after midnight. the Theater joined the 71^ 

Life was still anny, but ir had its lighfei sidfo W of occunation d 

In early August,^ Htaining teKnquyi* affected thousands of troO{^- In the chovv^l^ 

sdinmand of and dj^arted thmugh the; area, at the tbeatccs;, and the clubs 

fiir^ashington arid dut^ with the Army Service ajjpeared the rigbl-sKoulder patches of oth^r out- 
Forces. A week later^ General Wyman fpnpwed nts, 
to take command of the Wth infantry; GiVgtton, 

Throughout the suminer, high poitttersschedul- 


LI '■ ^ 


Action in one of the Red Girders' early season tootb^i 
games. 


The local kids became fans at the 71st games. 



Then it happened. The atomic bomb leveled 
Hiroshima, the Russians jumped across the bor- 
ders in Manchuria, the second atomic bomb fell 

on Nagasaki Japan threw in the towel. In 

common concert with millions of brothers-in- 
arms, the men of the 71st raised their voice in 
the refrain, “When do we go home?” 

And so it became a matter of waiting, of 
sweating it out. It was the same old pastime 
with a new objective. It had been chow, pay- 
day, the PX, the next 88, the turn in the road, 
the town ahead. Now it was the States and a 


discharge. Some would wait longer than others. 
It was a matter of points. 

The days, months and years would pass, and in 
their passing bring change. The time perhaps would 
come when there no longer was an actual mili- 
tary force called the 71st Infantry Division. Yet, 
it would not be dead. Men would continue to 
gather and, as is their habit, would call to mind 
those things which they had known. In many 
places and many times, a conversation would 
begin . 

“Back when I was with the 71st ...” 


no 
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 


DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS GiHord, Daniel L., T/Sgt. 


Bantow, Lee J., 1st Lt. 

Hagney, Frank J., 2nd Lt. 
Harman, Glenn, 1st Lt. 
Levandoski Lawrence T., Pfc. 
Lundquist, Carl E., Col. 

McColl, Hal H., S/Sgt. 

Rosas, Guillermo, Pfc. 

Thomas, Everct S. Jr., Lt. Col. 
Wooten, Sidney C., Col. 

LEGION OF MERIT 
Scithers, George R., Lt. Col. 
Seigler, Thomas J., Lt. Col. 

OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO 
LEGION OF MERIT 
Dodd, Francis T., Col. 

SILVER STAR 
Ackerman, James H., Pfc. 
Adelman, Sidney, 1st Lt. 

Alvey, Thomas W., Capt. 
Anthony, Donald R., 2nd Lt. 
Arevelo, Raul, Pfc. 

Bailey, Samuel L., Sgt. 

Balge, Kenneth E., Sgt. 

Banner, Arthur, Pfc. 

Barker, James F., Pfc. 

Barsiow, Lee J., 1st Lt. 

Berg, Lawrence J., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Black, Bruce B. 

Blake, George C., Pfc. 

Blouch, Walter D., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Bloxham, Goram, Pfc. 

Borden, Wayne G., Tec 4 
Bornstein, Martin M. 

Brant, Philip D., Lt. Col. 

Brigham, Eugene V., 1st Lt. 

Bri'.l, Orin M., Pvt. 

Brodetsky, Moses, 2nd Lt. 

Bruhl, Robert, Pfc. 

Buckley, Harold K., Sgt. 

Bull, Henry S., S/Sgt. 

Byerely, Dwayne C., Sgt. 

Byers, Harold D., Sgt. 

Casseday, Claude M., Pfc. 

Casio, Virgil C., Pfc. 

Casirale, Arduino, S/Sgt. 
Charbonneau, Arol J., Capt. 
Chato, Edgar, Sgt. 


Cooper, Donald E., Pfc. 
Cowley, Eddie G., Jr., Sgt. 
Cronkite, Thomas J., Tec 5 
Daniel, Charles D., 1st Lt. 
Davi;, Qayton L., Sgt. 
DeMario, Pat, Pfc. 

Denman, Dale, Jr., 1st Lt. 
Dieckman, Edwin J., Tec 5 
Doody, Robert J., 1st Lt. 
Eastwood, John P., Pfc. 

Eikel, Casion, Lt. Col. 

Elsey, Qarence C., S/Sgt. 
Emrick, Robert B., 1st Lt. 
Fellows, Donald K., 1st Lt. 
Ficke, Martyn A., Pfc. 

Finn, Paul W., 1st Sgt. 

Flash, William S., 1st Lt. 
Forsythe, Russell G., Pfc. 

Fox, James B., S/Sgt. 

Freeman, Nat R., 1st Lt. 
Gaines, Thomas C., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Gaines, William H., Pfc. 
Garvin, Paul, Pvt. 

Gates, Charles A., Capt. 
Getlys, Charles M., Lt. Col. 
Gill, Louis M., S/Sgt. 

Glenn, Ivan R., Pfc. 

Gooch, Woodrow W., S/Sgt. 
Gorham, Max K., Tec 5 
Gossam, Felix M., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Grace, Henry A., 1st Lt. 
Greer, John J., Jr., Capt. 
Grenfell, John C., CpI. 
Gtieco, Joseph P., Pfc. 
Grozier, Richard U., Tec 5 
Guthrie, Paul G., Lt. Col. 
Gutierrez, Oudon P., S/Sgt. 
Hanlon, John P., 2nd Lt. 
Hartranft, Clarence H., Pfc. 
Herman, Ernest W., Pfc. 
Heymont, Irving, Maj. 
Hubbard, Samuel E., Lt. Col. 
Jackson, Clyde T., Tec 5 
Jarvis, Jack J., Capt. 

Johnson, W. V., Capt. 

Jones, Richard E., Tec 4 
Jones, Robert E., Sgt. 
Kaminski, George, Capt. 
Karlis, George P., Pfc. 

Karr, Roy W., Pfc. 


Ill 


Di jili.:'; 
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Kehren, Reinhold R., 2nd Lt. 
Keller, Burton W., S/Sgt. 

Kull, Alfred G., S/Sgt. 

Lane, Frank L., Tec S 
Leaphart, Charles D., 2nd Lt. 
Leinbach, Elwood, Jr., Pfc. 
LeZotte, Gerald J., 2nd Lt. 
Liebig, Merrill L., Tec 4 
Lognion, Lee Roy J., Pfc. 

Long, Tommy L., Capt. 

Long, Wendell E., S/Sgt. 

Loyd, G. B., Pfc. 

Lucas, Archie W., Pfc. 

Luketich, William G., Pfc. 
Lundquist, Carl E., Col. 
Mathews, Henry B., Pfc. 

May, Ray B., 2nd Lt. 

McHugh, Richard A., Pfc. 
Metcalke, Arthur S., 1st Lt. 
Milter, Leon J., 1st Lt. 
Morneau, Joseph A. L., Pfc. 
Murphy, Patrick J., Jr., 1st Sgt. 
Neal, Herbert B., Capt. 
Negilski, Jacob F., S/Sgt. 
Nelson, James A., S/Sgt. 
Nelson, John R., 2nd Lt. 
Nissle, Francis J., Pfc. 

Norton, Halbert E., S/Sgt. 
Olarte, Gabriel P., CpI. 

Pace, Edgar L., Pfc. 

Pelle, Lester D., Pfc. 

Perry, Charles W., S/Sgt. 

Perry, Gerald L., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Perry, Marlin F., 2nd Lt. 
Peterson, Donald M., CpI. 
Petillo, Bruce D., Tec 5 
Pierce, William B., 1st Lt. 
Proctor, Earl L., 1st Lt. 
Rafferty, Thomas A., Capt. 
Ramp, Rodney M., Pfc. 
Randall, Wm. S., S/Sgt. 

Reed, Clarence O., Pfc. 

Regnier, Augustus J., Col. 
Reiner, John W., Sgt. 

Rhadcan, Lawrence B., Sgt. 
Rodewaid, Henry A., S/Sgt. 
Russell, William L., Cpl. 

Ryall, Jeremiah J., T/Sgt. 

Sacks, Howard, Pfc. 

Samartino, Leo, S., Tec S 
Schneider, Leon J. A., Pfc. 


Oririi tI fr:'”. 



Shosmaker, James A., 1st Lt. 
Smith, Samuel M., 1st Lt. 

Somers, Claude S., T/Sgt. 

Sowers, Howard M., 2nd Lt. 
Stewart, Howard C., 2nd Lt 
Sykes, William B., Sgt. 

Tarbell, James E., 2nd Lt. 

Taylor, Jesse S., S/Sgt. 

Teich, Frederic C., Jr., Maj. 
Thayer, James B., 2nd Lt. 

Thomas, Evert S., Jr., Lt. Col. 
Thomas, Woodrow W., Cpl. 
Thornton, Richard G., 1st Lt. 
Tijerina, Manuel Z., Pfc. 

Tindol, Asa W., S/Sgt. 

Turner, Howard, S/Sgt. 

Von Prittwitz, Siegfried K., T/Sgt. 
Wagers, Louis, T/Sgt. 

Walker, Calvin R.W., Pvt. 

Ware, Richard S., 1st Lt. 

Weaver, Carl E., Pfc. 

Weber, Laurence A., Sgt. 

Weigl, Michael E., Sgt. 

Williams, Leland H , Capt 
Wooten, Sidney C., Col. 
Workman, Gerald C., S/ogt 
Worley, Arnold, T/Sgt. 

Zorich, Rudolph M., Pfc. 

OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO 
SILVER STAR 
Denno, Bryce F., Lt. Col. 
Lundquist, Carl E., Col. 

Rafferty, Thomas A., Capt. 

SOLDIER’S MEDAL 
Ashraft, Walter F., Cpl. 

Ellison, Lodis D., Pfc. 

Ennis, James P., Pfc. 

Immekus, Robert B., S/Sgt. 

Kuper, Robert J., Tec 4 
Norman, James L., Pfc. 

Vrbosky, Steve, T/Sgt. 

BRONZE STAR 
Aasen, Tilford O., Capt. 

Abrams, Earle, Capt. 

Adam, Hugo W., Cpl. 

Adams, Warren L., Tec 5 
Addonizio, Vincent J., M Sgt 
Ahnert, Albert R., Pfc. 
Aksterowicz, Alphonse, PI*. 
Aladich, Alex, Jr., Pfc. 
Alexander, Arnold W., Capt. 
Alexander, William H., Pfc, 
Alford, Joe B., Capt. 

Allan, Kermit R., Pvt. 

Allen, Edwin W., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Alles, Albert J., S Sgt. 

Alvery, Thomas W., Capt. 
Anderson, Carl, 1st Sgt. 
Anderson, Thomas, Tec 4 
Anguish, Joseph A., Cpl 
Anixter, Edward F., Sgt. 
Anthony, David E., Pfc 
Anzalone, Charles J., Cpl, 


Anzenberger, Joseph F., Pfc. 
Aragon, Rosendo, Pfc. 

Arcana, Peter S., Capt. 
Arensmeyer, Verl A., M/Sgt. 
Armstrong, Loyd D., Pfc. 
Arnold, Boyd H., Maj. 

Arp, Charles R., 1st Lt. 

Ashby, Charles P., Tec 4 
Ashley, Leon T., Sgt. 

Atamanuk, William, S/Sgt. 
Athey, John J., Pvt. 

Atkinson, William A., Pfc. 
Atterbury, John H., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Avery, Albert M., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Ayala, Jose, T/Sgt. 

Ayer, Eugene F., Tec 4 
Bachman, Herbert A., Sr., Pfc, 
Bafile, August A., Pfc. 

Baker, James T., Capt. 

Balge, Kenneth E., Sgt. 

Bail, Melvin J., Sgt. 

Balias, William A., Pfc. 

Ballou, John C., Jr., Sgt, 

Barnes, Daniel J., Sgt. 

Barnes, Harry T., S/Sgt. 

Barnes, Wilbur L., Capt. 
Bartho'omew, Samuel W., C.tpt 
Basile, Angelo, S/Sgt. 

Bastin, William A., Tec 5 
Beamer, Carter W., Capt. 

Beard, Ira L., Capt. 

Beaton, Donald E., Pfc. 
Beauchamp, Eugene A., Sgt. 
Beck, Ralph V., Tec 5 
Beckett, Charles R., Pvt. 
Belleno, Henry A., Pfc. 
Belmont, David B., M/Sgt. 
Beloat, Carl B., Sgt. 

Benner, Vernon E., 1st Lt. 
Benton, Richardson D., Maj 
Berry, Clayton H., Sgt. 

Berry, Frank W., Pvt. 

Berry, Horace S., Capt. 
Besecker, Milton C., Pfc. 
Bierman, William E., Pfc. 
Bigalke, Clarence C., Pfc. 
Bjornberg, Harry K., 1st Lt. 
Black, David J., T/Sgt. 

Black, Harold, 1st Lt. 

Blackford, Clifton D., Lt. Col. 
Blair, Earl E., S/Sgt. 

Bkne, Francis W., Tec 4 
Blankenship, Billie L., Sgt. 
Blocker, John R,, Pfc 
Blum, Leroy J., Pfc. 

Boggs, Adclbert D., Capt. 
Borden, Jack, Capt. 

Bornstein, Martin M., 1st Lt 
Botticelli, Dominick, Pfc, 

Bour, Jean, 2nd Lt. (Fr.) 
Bouzakis, Anthony E., Sgt. 
Bowser, Henry R., Pfc. 

Boykin, John E., Tec 5 
Bracken, Karl G., Tec 3 
B.'adley, Freeman, 2nd Lt 
Bradley, Harold B., Pfc. 
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Branch, Buddy V., Cpl. 

Branson, Howard E., Pfc. 

Brant, Phillip D., Lt. Col. 

Brashear, Edgar L., Pfc. 

Brayson, Levi W., Pfc. 

Bremer, August W., Capt. 

Briggs, Richard M., Tec 5 
Brittingham, Francis A., S/Sgt 
Britton, Rufus, Pvt. 

Brogdon, Judson P., 1st Lt. 
Brooks, Morton P., Lt. Col. 
Brooks, Simon W., Tec 4 
Broom, William N., Pfc. 
Bredeman, William G., S/Sgt. 
Breeden, Richard G., 1st Lt. 
Brown, Arthur C., Cpl. 

Brown, Charles D., Pfc. 

Brown, Howard L., Capt. 

Brown, James J., Pfc. 

Brown, Robert E., Tec 3 
Brown, William H., Jr., Sgt. 
Broyles, Ned B., Lt. Col. 
Buchsbaum, John H., 1st Lt. 
Buchter, Richard L., T/Sgt. 

Bute, David M., Capt. 

Burchmore, John S., Jr., Pfc. 
Burhus, Kenneth G. W., Pfc 
Burns, Delmo R., 1st Lt. 
Burrowbridge, George T., Pfc. 
Butcher, Waller W., S/Sgt. 

Byrd, Otis E., Pvt. 

Cafaro, Salvatore M., Tec 5 
Calabrese, Vito, 1st Sgt. 

Cameron, Robert C., Maj. 
Campbel', Franz H., Pfc. 
Campbell, Horace C., Sgt. 
Campbell, Paul, Pfc. 

Campeggio, Carmen, S/Sgt. 

Cant, Leo A., Sgt. 

Capen, Lloyd F., Tec 5 
Caprio, Joseph, Pfc. 

Carnohan, Macario, Capt. 

Caron, Joseph B., Pvt. 

Carriveau, Irving J., Pfc. 

Carroll, Bernard M., Sgt. 
Cartellone, Joseph, Cpl. 

Carter, Frederick B., Sgt. 
Castellow, William F., Lt. Col. 
Casty, Kenneth W., Pfc. 
Centenero, Marcello F., T/Sgt. 
Chancey, Edwin H., Pfc. 
Chapman, Charles V., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Charlton, George F., Capt. 

Cheek, Bruce F., Pfc. 

Chevalier, Frederick H., Tcc ' 
Christ, Raymond W., T/Sgt 
Cierezak, Clarence R., Cpl. 
Clapsaddle, Clarence W., Jr., .Maj. 
Clark, George E., Tec 5 
Clark, Justin, Tec 5 
Clark, Russell J., T/Sgt. 

Clay, John R., Pfc. 

Clemmons, Johnny A., Pfc. 
Cloidt, John J., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Cochis, Frank J., CWO 
Colby, Herbert A., Jr., Pvt. 
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Collier, Clay O.. Maj 
Collins, Jack B., Sgt. 

Collum, Willie E., S/Sgt. 
Coleman, Benjamin O., 1st Sgt. 
Coleman, Harold, S/Sgt. 

Colwell, William N., 2nd Lt 
Conley, Rex, Tec 5 
Cookson, Charles W., 1st Lt. 
Cooler, Ernest W., Jr., Capi. 
Cooper, William R., Cpl. 
Cornacchia, Salvatore, Jr., Tec i 
Cornett, Garrett, Pfc. 

Costa, Mario, Pvt. 

Cox, Earle B., M/Sgt. 

Cox, Walker L., Tec 5 
Coxe, Vann N., M/Sgt. 

Coyle, Francis P., Pfc. 

Craghead, Cecil G., Pfc. 
Crawford, Bryce L., Pfc. 

Cravens, Clayton C., Pfc. 

Cripe, Donald V., Tec 4 
Crist, Raymond D., Sgt. 

Crocker, Herbert L., Pfc. 
Croisetiere, Cyrille W., T/Sgt. 
Crowe, Jewel T., Maj. 

Crum, Morris G., CWO 
Crum, Thomas E., Capt. 

Cruz, George F., Pfc. 

Cumings, John B., Capt. 
Cunningham, Rodger V., Pfc. 
Curry, Donald E., S/Sgt. 

Curry, Maurice H., Tec 5 
Cylka, Robert K., Tec 4 
Dannenhoffer, Raymond J., Sgt. 
Darmento, Daniel A., Pfc. 
Datus, Donald L., Cpl. 
Davidson, Owen D., 1st Lt. 
Davis, Bobby C., Tec 5 
Davis, Thomas F., Pfc. 

Davis, Thomas W., Cpl. 

Day, Olvis W., Pfc. 

Dayton, James E., Jr., Capl. 
Dearment, Harvey W., S/Sgt. 
Deason, Robert H., Lt. Col. 
Delano, Deforest I., 1st Lt. 

Del Vecchio, William P., Cpl. 
Denniston, Willard, Tec 5 
Denno, Bryce F., Lt. Col. 
DePalma, Albert, S/Sgt. 

DePue, Arthur M., 1st Sgt. 
Desrosiers, Edward L., 1st Lt. 
Devenero, Nicholas, Pfc. 
Dickson, Donald S., Pfc. 

Dilly, Vernon H., Sgt. 

Dinkins, Eugene D., S/Sgt. 
Dixon, Charles R., Pfc. 

Dixon, Joseph E., Capt. 
Dobranski, William J., S/Sgt. 
Dollgener, Edward F., Sgt. 
Donofrio, Seraphino A., S/Sgt. 
Dooley, George E., Lt. Col. 
Dorey, Juliam L., Pfc. 

Douglas, William A., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Dowell, William F., 2nd Lt. 
Downs, Donald, Pfc. 

Doyle, Curtis W., 2nd Lt. 
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Drake, Elmer E., S/Sgt. 
Draudt, William V., S/Sgt. 
Drumm, Kenneth W., 1st Lt. 
Dudley, Harry M., Jr., S/Sgt. 
Dukette, Norbert J., M/Sgt. 
Duncan, Thomas, 1st Sgt. 
Dunck, Richard L., 1st Lt. 
Dunlap, Asa E., Tec 5 
Dunlevey, David M., Pfc. 
Dunn, James E., Pfc. 
Eckhardt, Robert A., Pfc. 
Edinger, Joseph A., 1st Lt. 
Edwards, Spencer P., Major 
Ehrenfreund, Norbert, 1st Lt. 
Eiler, William R., 2nd Lt. 
Eisenstadt, Lester, S/Sgt. 
Ekstrom, Alton C., 1st Lt. 
Elling, Matheir H., Pfc. 
Ellison, Horace B., 1st Lt. 
Elsey, Clarence C., S/5gt. 
Emma, Charles P., 1st Lt. 
Emrick, Robert B., 1st Lt. 
Engelland, Lloyd W., Capt. 
England, Everett B., S/Sgt. 
Erickson, Carl A., Tec 5 
Erickson, Chelson E., Tec 5 
Eubanks, Boyd, Sgt. 

Evans, Daviel R., S/Sgt. 
Evans, Eugene C., Pfc. 

Evans, Waller F., T/Sgt. 
Ewers, Robert W., Tec 5 
Fabino, Belmont, T/Sgt. 
Fallaw, Rufus W., S/Sgt. 
Fancett, Cart D., Sgt. 
Fanning, Jesse C., Pfc. 
Farmer, Dan D., Pfc. 

Farren, Donald R., S/Sgt. 
Fawcett, Frank L., M/Sgt. 
Felice, Carl, Jr.. Pfc. 
Ferguson, Joe W., Jr., Pfc. 
Fetta, Dominic P., Tec 5 
Fields, Lewis J., Cpl. 

Finch, Ozroe D., Sgt. 

Finley, Arthur C., Pfc. 
Fisher, George E., Sgt. 
Fisher, Ralph S., Pfc. 
Fledderman, Carl R., S/Sgt. 
Foerster, Donald A., Tec 5 
Foord, Donald A., Tec 5 
Foster, Harold C., S/Sgt. 
Foster, Kenneth W., Lt Col 
Fotjik, Clement A., Pfc. 

Fox, James B., S/Sgt. 
Franklin, Fred C., Jr., Pfc. 
Franks, Isaac E., Cpl. 

Frazier, Howard G., Pfc. 
Fredeck, Curtis J., S/Sgt. 
Freeman, Nat R., 1st Lt. 
Frizen, Andrew V., S/Sgt. 
Frueh, Camillus V., Pfc. 
Fruits, Benjamin F., Pfc. 
Fuehne, Norbert B., Sgt. 
Fugate, Robert S., Capt. 
Fulkerson, Edwin T., Sgt. 
Fitch, James S., T/Sgt. 
Gafford, Roy H., Jr., 2nd Lt 
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Gallant, Walter, Pvt. 

Gantt, Frank E., Capt. 

Gardner, Kenneth A., 1st Lt. 
Garelik, Milton, Pvt. 

Garner, J. C., Pfc. 

Garner, Richard R., Capt. 
Garvin, Paul, Pfc. 

Geier, Delbert C., 1st Sgt. 
Genova, Michael L., Cpl. 
George, Paul R., Pvt. 

German!, Raymond, Tec 4 
Getchell, Wiimah M., Capt. 
Gettys, Charles M., Lt. Col. 
Giesey, Joseph L., Jr., Tec 5 
Gilbert, Otis C., Tec 5 
Gilbert, Willys K., Tec 4 
Gilmore, Duewan I., Pfc. 
Gilmore, Girard L., Pfc. 

Givins, Robert B., Pfc. 
Glazebrook, Virgil E., Pfc. 
Glover, William C., Capt. 
Goldman, Harry T., Jr., Capt. 
Gonzales, Robert, Pfc. 
Goodman, William R., T/Sgt. 
Grado, Ramon R., Tec S 
Gramiing, Freddie W., Capt. 
Grant, Phillip S., 1st Lt. 

Graves, Fred J., Jr., Pfc. 

Gray, Delbert E., Pfc. 

Gray, Paul, Jr., Major 
Greeno, William H., Jr., Pfc. 
Griffin, John S., Cpl. 

Griffin, William E., Pfc. 

Griffin, William H., 1st Lt. 
Grogan, William E., Tec 4 
Groth, Dustin Q., S/Sgt. 

Grubb, Warren E., Cpl. 

Gruber, Frederick H., Pfc. 
Guentert, Frank H., Pvt. 

Guess, Charles A., 1st Lt. 
Gui.nee, John W., Jr., Pfc. 
Gunn, Arthur W., Major 
Hagerud, Sverre A., Pfc. 

Hafner, Harold L., Tec 4 
Halberg, Eugene E., S/Sgt. 
Halby, Mike G., Tec 5 
Hall, Willard F., Capt. 

Halier, Bryan $., Lt. Col. 
Halucha, Walter M., T/Sgt! 
Halverson, Donald T., S/Sgt. 
Hambalek, Stephen C., Pfc. 
Hamm, Rene D., Tec 5 
Haney, Tom H., Pfc. 

Hanna, James E., Pfc. 

Harder, Carl F., Major 
Hardy, Finis M., Pfc. 

Hare, James A., Sgt. 

Harper, Herman B., M/Sgt. 
Harrell, Homer V., Pvt. 
Harrington, Harold W., 2nd Lt. 
Harris, Douglas L., 1st Lt. 
Harris, Walter R., 1st Lt. 
Harrison, William F., Capt. 
Hartter, Arthur R., M/Sgt. 

Hart, Eenjarain M., Pvt. 

Hatch, Duane A., Pfc. 
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Hathaway, Kenneth D., 1st Sgt. 
Hauser, Robert G., Major 
Hawkins, Janies, S/Sgt. 
Hawkinson, Donald A., Pfc. 
Hawks, John E., 2nd Lt. 

Hayes, Donald F., Pfc. 

Heisey, Harry L., S/Sgt. 
Henderson, Tony S., Capt. 
Hennessy, Robert E., Pfc. 
Henning, Frank A., Brig. Gen. 
Hensley, Jay D., Pfc. 

Henson, Calrence E., 1st Sgt. 
Herbertson, Keith M., 1st Lt. 
Herrera, Alfredo S., CpI. 
Herring, Euell, Pfc. 
Hershberger, Junior R., Pfc. 
Hewett, Thomas J., S/Sgt. 
Hiday, Richard N., 1st Lt. 
Higgintotbam, John L., S/Sgt. 
Higgins, James E., S/Sgt. 
Hiland, Cecil J., Sgt. 

Hitcznko, William J., 1st Sgt. 
Hodson, David C., Sgt. 
Hoerner, Lester J., CpI. 
Hoernlen, Richard G., Pfc. 
Hoffman, Herbert C., Tec 5 
Holbrook, Leslie H., Tec 3 
Holland, Lewell G., S/Sgt. 
Hollenbeck, Marion E., T/Sgt. 
Holmer, Carl F., 1st Sgt. 
Holmes, Donald W., Sgt. 

Holtz, Donald G., Pfc. 
Hoopcngarner, James L., Pvt. 
Hoover, WUlie G., S/Sgt. 
Horender, Leonard M., Capt. 
Horman, Glen W., 1st Lt. 
Horton, James E., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Horton, John C., Sgt. 

Hough, Joseph D., 1st Lt. 
Houg'.and, Clarence E., Tec 5 
Houk, Dorman R., Pfc. 
Houston, George L., 1st Sgt. 
Hovance, Hubert T., S/Sgt. 
Howard, James H., Major 
Howatt, Haven D., T/Sgt. 
Howell, Harry R., Pvt. 

Howell, Lonzo, Pfc. 

Hudacik, Stephen M., T/Sgt. 
Hudson, James W., Major 
Hughbznks, Thurman E., Pfc. 
Hughes, WUlie C, Pfc. 
Humphries, Floyd E., S/Sgt. 
Huntsbarger, Gerald F., Pfc. 
Hurt, Eugene S., Major 
Hustead, James M., II, Capt. 
Hyde, Charles J., Pfc. 

Hysell, Clarence E., Pfc. 
Ichelson, David L., Pfc. 

Irvine, Randall E., Tec 4 
Iverson, Russell L., Pfc. 
Jackson, Bennett L., Major 
Jacobs, Bernard N., Capt. 
Jacobs, William S., Major 
Jacobson, Alton H., S/Sgt. 
Janning, Urban J., Cpl. 
Janornicky, George W., Tec 5 


Jansky, Fred F., Sgt. 

Jenklas, Harry S., Jr., Capt. 
Jennings, LaVern W., Pfc. 
Jennson, John E., Sgt. 

Jobst, Donald E., S/Sgt. 
Johnson, Bernard C., Cpl. 
Johnson, Elmer E., Pfc. 
Johnson, John E., Sgt. 
Johnson, Lester H., Capt. 
Johnson, Raymond, T/Sgt. 
Johnson, Robert C., 1st Lt. 
Johnson, Thomas P., Major 
Johnson, TiUman J., Capt. 
Johnson, William V., Capt. 
Johnston, Talmadge C., S/Sgt. 
Jones, Albert T., Tec 4 
Jones, David O., Pfc. 

Jones, Edward C., Pvt. 

Jones, Garland F., Capt. 
Jurowski, Arthur L., Tec 4 
Juslinich, Frank J., Sgt. 

Kane, Albert L., Pfc. 

Kane, Howard H., Capt. 
Kantor, Morris B., Tec 5 
Kaika, Frank, Pvt. 

Karlin, Irving J., 1st Lt. 
Karsner, Milo G., Capt. 

Katen, Winfield A., Pfc. 

Kaye, Conrad M., Pfc. 
Kazanjiam, Ralph, Pfc. 

Keefer, Donald B., Pfc. 

Keener, HamUton H., S/Sgt. 
Keever, James O., Capt. 
Kellar,WUliamD., S/Sgt. 

KeUy, Michael J., Cpl. 
Kennedy, Louis L., Capt. 
Kenton, WUliam K., 1st Lt. 
Kepler, CecU D., S/Sgt. 
Ketkorian, Abraham, Pfc. 
Keslar, David E., T/Sgt. 
Ketterman, Floyd L., Tec 5 
Kidd, Harry A., Pfc. 

King, Edgar C., Sgt. 

King, Everett H., Sgt. 

King, Jadt B., Pvt. 

King, James A., M/Sgt. 

King, Stanley N., Pvt. 

Kinnard, Leo D., 1st Lt. 

Killen, Kenneth L., Tec 4 
K1 'by, Audry M., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Kirby, 'John E., Tec 5 
Ki -chem, Joseph P., Tec 5 
Khkendall, Wales W., 1st Lt. 
Klenk, Oliver E., Pfc. 
Klingenberg, Elmo, Sgt. 

Knabe, Fred S., Major 
Knickerbocker, Norvin P., Sgt. 
Knowles, Carl R., 1st Lt. 
Koenig, William F., Sgt. 

Kokot, Alex S., Sgt. 

Kopp, Carl E., Pfc. 

Kovach, John, T/Sgt. 
Kirchbaum, Milo D., Capt. 
Ktieger, Hans M., Pfc. 

Kruse, Kalvin A., Sgt. 

Kuenner, Harold F., Pfc. 
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Kuhns, Gale W., Cpl. 

Kulak, Dominic D., Pfc. 

Kulk, Ralph J., CWO 
Kull, Alfred G., Tec 5 
Kuykendall, George, Cpl. 

Labar, Frank, S/Sgt. 

Lacroix, Joe K., 1st Lt. 

Ladnier, Luther J., Pfc. 
Lamarque, Pierre, Capt. (Fr.) 
Lankenau, Norman H., Lt. Col. 
Larson, Woodrow C., 2nd Lt. 
Laskey, Warren M., Sgt. 
Latimer, PhUip W., Capt. 

Laura, Russell G., Pfc. 

Laub, Gus, Sgt. 

Laurina, Louis F., Tec 5 
Lavery, James F., Tec 4 
Lawson, Lewis E., Pfc. 

Lawton, Richard W., Pfc. 
Layfleld, Harry D., Pfc. 

Leahy, Edward F., Cpl. 

Leake, Albert D., Sgt. 

Leaphart, Charles D., 2nd Lt. 
Leckie, WilUam C., Sgt. 

Lee, Howard J., Pfc. 

Levine, Joseph, 1st Lt. 

Leyden, Richard V., Tec 3 
Lietzke, Allen R., Pfc. 

Ii'.lard, Ross M., Jr., Major 
Lindberg, Lloyd A., Pfc. 
Lipman, Sidney, Pfc. 

Litafik, Gaza, Tec 5 
Litchfield, Frederick B., S/Sgt. 
Litz, Thomas E., Pfc. 

Lloyd, WUliam R., CWO 
Loffel, Rudolph A., S/Sgt. 
Longoria, Jesus, Pfc. 

Lopez, Daniel, Pvt. 

Lopez, Isidro M., Tec 3 
Lorenzi, Gino, Pvt. 

Louden, Glenn A., Tec 4 
Love, Freeman D., Major 
Lovell, Robert J., Tec 4 
Lowe, Paul M., 2nd Lt. 

Lueck, WUliam G., Pfc. 
Lundquist, Carl E., Col. 
Lunsford, Johnny R., Sgt. 
Lynott, Robert S., Pfc. 

Lyons, Arthur L., Tec 5 
Lyons, Ernest P., 2nd Lt. 

Lyons, Lindsey L., Jr., S/Sgt. 
Mabry, Otho K., Pvt. 
Macartney, Robert J., Pvt. 
Magle, Raymond J., Pfc. 

Mann, Max F., Pfc. 

Marcin, Edward J., T/Sgt. 
Marder, Alfred L., Pfc. 
Marmount, William M., 2nd Lt. 
Marple, Elmer M., 2nd Lt. 
Marquis, Robert C., 1st Lt. 
Marsh, James L., Pfc. 

Marsh, Warren D., Tec 4 
Martigan, Gerald C., Cpl. 
Martin, Albert J., S/Sgt. 
Martin, Robert D., Pfc. 

Martin, Fred, Jr., Pfc. 
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Martinez, Ernest P., Ffc. 
Martinez, Reyes, Ffc. 

Massey, Troy W., T/Sgt. 

Masten, Charles E., S/Sgt. 
Masten, Robert D., Ffc. 
Masterson, Henry L., Jr., Pvt. 
Matthews, Frank E., Tec 4 
Maulsby, Gilbert O., Jr., Capt. 
Mayer, Frank B., Ffc. 

McArthur, Francis S., Ffc. 
McArthur, Wallace F., Ffc. 
McBurney, William H., Sgt. 
McCarthy, Francis P., S/Sgt. 
McCarthy, John S., Tec 5 
MeCa~ty, Hershal W., Tec 5 
McClellan, Cleo H., 2nd Lt. 
McCord, Thurman A., Ffc. 
McCormick, John W., Ffc. 
McCoy, Clifford G., Pvt. 
McCray, Henry R., Ffc. 

McCuin, Otis U., Ffc. 

McCurdy, Orville, Ffc. 
McDowell, Melvin, S/Sgt. 
McElhinny, Jack W., Sgt. 
McGarry, George F., Ffc. 
McGarry, William M., Ffc. 
Mclnerney, Robert J., Pvt. 
McKee, John W., Sgt. 

McKeon, Edward J., Capt. 
McMahon, Leo G., S/Sgt. 
McMahon, Loy C., Tec 4 
McPherson, Stuart, CpI. 
McRitchie, Kenneth J., Ffc. 
Meade, Everard P., Jr., Ffc. 
Meier, Harry H., Tec 5 
Meredith, T. J., Sgt. 

Merrill, William J., Major 
Merritt, French S., Ffc. 
Merryfield, Keith L., Ffc. 
Meserve, Thomas E., S/Sgt. 
Metcalf, William A., S/Sgt. 
Metzgar, William H., Capt. 
Michelcic, Helmuth, S/Sgt. 
Mieczkowski, Anthony J., Tec 5 
Mignone, James H., S/Sgt. 
Mikell, William E., Ffc. 

Mikulaj, Anthony S., Ffc. 
Milani, Melvio P., T/Sgt. 

Miller, Arthur A., Pvt. 

Miller, Donald L., Capt. 

Miller, Floyd E., Tec 5 
Miller, Jack F., Pvt. 

Miller, Jackson L., Ffc. 

Mi'.ligan, Harvey, T/Sgt. 

Mincey, Bruce, T/Sgt. 

Misiaszek, Joseph F., S/Sgt. 
Mitnik, Paul, 1st Sgt. 
Mittendorf, Harvey W., Ffc. 
Moncada, Hilaro, Ffc. 

Moore, Clarence J., 2nd Lt. 
Moore, Jerry R., S/Sgt. 
Morabito, Dominic, Tec 4 
Moran, Garfield E., Ffc. 

Moran, Joseph M., Ffc. 

Moreno, Ferdinand A., Cpl. 
Morris, Raiph A., Ffc. 
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Morii;on, Arthur G., 1st Sgt. 
Moss, Virgil P., Capt. 

Muffley, Mark P., Capt. 
Mumolie, James A., Pvt. 

Muviz, Antonio, O., Ffc. 
Murphy, Joseph B., Major 
Murphy, Paul H., Sgt. 

Myslinski, Theodore J., Ffc. 
Nadeau, Richard D., Capt. 
Napier, Charles D., S/Sgt. 
Neel,WUliamT., Major 
Nelson, Kenneth L., S/Sgt. 
Nelson, Nelson B., Jr., Capt. 
Nemeth, Max, Sgt. 

Neptune, Ralph C., Tec 5 
Nesseth, Vernon R., Sgt. 
Newberry, Robert S., Ffc. 
Nikiper, Stanley J., T/Sgt. 
Nixon, Gene A., Ffc. 

Northrup, Floyd C., Tec 5 
Norwich, Peter J., S/Sgt. 

Notd, Dominic R., Ffc. 
Oesterreich, Vernon W., Tec 5 
Ogeltree, James D., Capt. 
Oleson, Luther J., Tec 4 
Oik, James J., Ffc. 

Osgood, Ervin T/Sgt. 
Ottinger, George W., Jr., M/Sgt. 
Otto, Ralph W., Sgt. 

Owen, Dan R., Capt. 

Owens, Julian T., Jr., Ffc. 
Packer, Sam, Sgt. 

Page, Dale H., Capt. 

Pailthorpe, Raymond, Ffc. 
Palma, Alfonso, WO JG 
Palmer, Louis, T/Sgt. 

Pardee, Clarence M., Pvt. 

Parker, John T., Ffc. 

Parker, Richard A., Cpl. 

Patoon, Mack C., Ffc. 

Patterson, Giles J., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Patterson, Lester E., Tec 5 
Patterson, Robert S., Ffc. 
Peasock, Frederick W., Tec 4 
Peak, Howard F., Ffc. 

Pearson, Clifford J., Ffc. 
Peatfield, Gardner, Ffc. 
Peloquin, Rene J., Tec 5 
Pellegrino, Harold L., Capt. 
Pence, Raymond J., Ffc. 

Perez, Martin S., Ffc. 

Perry, Edgar I., Cpl. 

Perry, Morgan A., S/Sgt. 
Persson, Norman E., 1st Lt. 
Peterman, Albert L., Capt. 
Peters, Harry L., Ffc. 

Peterson, Victor R., WOJG 
Petit, Albert C., S/Sgt. 

Philippi, William J., Sgt. 

Phi lips, Basham B., WOJG 
Phillips, Melvin S., Sgt. 

Phillips, Vincent D., Jr., CWO 
Phipps, James D., Ffc. 

Pierre, Maurice, Tec 5 
Pike, Harry E., Ffc. 

Pinkston, Preston O., Ffc. 
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Plauche, Stafford W., S/Sgt. 
Fletcher, James D., Capt. 
Plunkett, Richard H., Tec 5 
Pofahl, Roger E., Sgt. 

Poirier, Edward L., Ffc. 

Pol, Jerome B., S/Sgt. 
Polaceck, William J., T/Sgt. 
Pollock, Byron E., Lt. Col. 
Polvavcik, Mike M., Ffc. 
Poweli, Russell J., Pvt. 

Prado, Richard J., Pfc. 

Pratt, Leonard C., Ffc. 
Preister, Willis M., Pfc. 
Preston, Willard M., 2nd Lt. 
Preusser Arnold J., Cpl. 
Presutto, Carmen L., Pfc. 
Price, Vern H., Sgt. 

Pritchard, Archie A., 1st Lt. 
Proctor, Earl L., 1st Lt. 
Prohaska, John W., Tec 5 
Purvis, James N., Pfc. 

Putnam, Danvis L., Pvt. 
Pyper, Robert H., 1st Lt. 
Rabcow, Alexander, Ffc. 
Rafferty, Thomas A., Capt. 
Ragan, Rom J., Pvt. 

Raman, Veto, Tec 4 
Rarick, Donald C., Ffc. 
Raubach, Gerald T., S/Sgt. 
Rauscher Joseph, Ffc. 

Ray, Lester W., Pfc. 

Raaves, John S., 1st Lt. 

Red. Walter S., Pfc. 

Reed, Jack W.. Tec 5 
Reese, Arthur W., 1st Lt. 
Reese, Walter, Major 
Regnier, Augustus, J., Col. 
Rehrig, Franklin C., 1st Lt. 
Reid, Floyd L., Cpl. 

Reilly, Thomas F., Jr., WO 
Reinsmith, Edward H., S/Sgt. 
Reitzes, Dietrich C., Capt. 
Repo, John E., Sgt. 

Reynolds, Winston Y., 2nd Lt. 
Rhatican, Lawrence B., Sgt. 
Ri:hatdson, Henry K., Tec 4 
Richardson, Lester J., Tec 5 
Rickenbacher, Heinz, Pvt. 
Rickman, Orrin R., T/Sgt. 
Ridenhour, Robert G., Tec 3 
Rieder, William, Jr., Cpl. 
Riordan, Clifford T., Lt. Col. 
Rison, Ole C., Pfc. 

Robbins, Glen R., Tec 4 
Roberts, Chester T., Pfc. 
Roberts, Glenn M., S/Sgt. 
Roberts, Paul R., 1st Lt. 
Robinson, Harold W., S/Sgt. 
Robinson, Paul, Pfc. 

Roche, Smith, Jr., Ffc. 
Rodriquez, Roy J., S/Sgt. 
Rogan, Donald E., Tec 4 
Rogers, Milburn L., Sgt. 
Rogers, Vernon A., Pvt. 
Rolfe, Onslow S., Brig. Gen. 
RoUim, Carl S., Jr., S/Sgt. 
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Romanchuk, Joe, 1st Sgt. 
Rooney, Thomas E. Ill, Tec 5 
Rosenberg, Lloyd B., Tec 5 
Ross, James D., Tec 4 
Runge, Richard L., Tec 4 
Russell, Herbert H., S/Sgt. 
Russo, Louis, Ptc. 

Rutherford, Juliam T., Tec 5 
Ryall, Jeremiah, J., T/Sgt. 
Rylance, Donald F., Tec 4 
Ryner, Fred R., Pfc. 

Ray, William T., Jr., Pfc. 
Saalfield, Joseph H., Sgt. 

Saber, Harry, Cpl. 

Sacco, Frank, Pfc. 

Salafia, Anthony, Pfc. 

Salazar, Victoriano, Pfc. 
Samartino, Leo S., Tec 5 
Samuell, Edward W., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Samueison, Elwyn R., Sgt. 
Sanchez, Frederick, Jr., S/Sgt. 
Sarras, Michael P., 1st Sgt. 
Sauter, Jack M., 2nd Lt. 

Sax, Harry R., T/Sgt. 

Scheirer, Virgil F., 2nd Lt. 
Schmidt, Delmar A., Capt. 
Schnell, Charles E., Jr., Pfc. 
Schobel, Charles O., Jr., Capt. 
Schroeder, Edwin H., Capt. 
Schultz, Raply R., Pfc. 

Schwartz, Edward T., Tec 5 
Scrimo, Angelo I., Sgt. 

Sedlak, Edward J., Cpl. 

Seeley, Harold H., Jr., Sgt. 
Seiffert, Frederick C., Pfc. 
Sellavka, John, S/Sgt. 

Sellers, Ivan Y., T/Sgt. 

Senica, Albin W., Pfc. 

Senne, Delmar V., 1st Sgt. 

Serna, Modesto, Jr., S/Sgt. 
Servetnik, Javid, Pfc. 

Shalley, E. J., Pfc. 

Shea, William F., S/Sgt. 
Sheppard Charles R. M., 1st Lt. 
Shirling, Isam F., 1st Sgt. 

Shope, Garret H., Jr., Pfc. 
Shultz, Olis O., Cpl. 

Sickman, Wayne A., Sgt. 

Signor, Harry L., Pfc. 

Sikora, Mitchaell, Pfc. 

Siller, Waldo A., 1st Sgt 
Silva, Joseph S., S/Sgt. 

Simmons, Jack W., Sgt. 
Simmons, Lee W., S/Sgt. 

Sims, W. P., Capt. 

Sinkevich, Thomas A., Cpl. 
Sinotte, Joseph, T/Sgt. 

Small, Sherman R., Pfc. 

Smas, Mitchell J., Pfc. 

Smathers, Hershei P., Tec 4 
Smith, Charles B., Capt. 

Smith, Donald L., T/Sgt. 

Smith, Donn L., Major 
Smith, Edward E., 1st Lt. 

Smith, Frederick A., 1st Lt, 
Smith, Harry D., Jr., Pfc. 


Smith, Jesse £., Tec 5 
Smith, John S., 1st Lt. 

Smith, John W., 2nd Lt. 
Smith, Lawrence E., Pfc. 
Smith, Louis, S/Sgt. 

Smith, Maurice D., Pfc. 
Smith, Otto L., Pfc. 

Smith, Perrigino, S/Sgt. 
Smith, Samuel M., 1st Lt. 
Smith, William F., S/Sgt. 
Sohr, William C., Pfc. 

Sojka, Bruno, Sgt. 

Solano, Accurso A., Pvt. 
Sonnee, Raymond R., Cpl. 
Spangler, Ray C., 1st Sgt. 
Speelman, John M., Pvt. 
Spencer, Obadiah J., Major 
Spivey, Brown O., Sgt. 
Stamm, Julius H., S/Sgt. 
Standfield, Walter E., 1st Lt. 
Stanek, Frank S., Tec 5 
Staudinger, Charles, Tec 5 
Stauffacher, Buddy W., Sgt. 
Steelsmith, Robert M., CWO 
Stefango, Paul L., Pfc. 

Stehle, Regis W., Tec 5 
Steinmetz, Joseph P., Pfc. 
Stevens, Johnnie, Jr., S/Sgt. 
Stewart, Thomas H., Pfc. 
Stickney, Harold W., Pfc. 
Stillwell, Charles R., Sgt. 
Stine Ernest F., Tec 5 
Stojentin, Roy W., S/Sgt. 
Stone, Nathan, S/Sgt. 

Stone, Roy E., Major 
Stopp, Joseph E., Major 
Stormont, David H., Capt. 
Storey, Lyle S., Cpl. 

Stradal, John F., 1st Sgt. 
Strang, Frederick T., M/Sgt. 
Street, William M., S/Sgt. 
Streltzky, Eldon J., Tcc 5 
Stringer, Franklin J., Pfc. 
Struble, William R., Jr., Cpl. 
Sullivan, Cletus V., M/Sgt. 
Sullivan, John J., Capt. 
Sumpter, Jack A., Pfc. 
Sunday, Ira E., Cipt. 

Svihowe, Gera'd J , S/Sgt. 
Swanson, Karl J., M/Sgt. 
Swenson, Earl E., Pfc. 

Szabo, Bertalan L., S/Sgt. 
Tainter, William O., 1st Lt, 
Tartaul, Robert C., Capt. 
Taylor, Charles J., S/Sgt. 
Taylor, Leonard P., 1st Lt. 
Taylor, Ray C., Cpl. 

Taylor, Robert C., Capt. 
Taylor, Robert L., Pfc. 

Thaler, Clark M., Major 
Temrowski, Valentine J., Pfc. 
Thoman, Paul R., T/Sgt. 
Thomas, Anthony, Pvt. 
Thomas, Robert L., T/Sgt. 
Thompson, Edward G., Sgt. 
Thompson, Hector C., T/Sgt. 
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Thompson, John B., 1st Lt. 
ToUefson, Charles I., Capt. 
Tomago, Joseph, Pfc. 

Toubman, Harold D., Pfc. 
Towery, William C., Pfc. 
Trammell, Earl F., Tec 4 
Trankler, Milfred W., S/Sgt. 
Traylor, Charles J., Capt. 

Ttionfi, Lawrence F., Sgt. 

Tripp, John D., 2nd Lt. 
Tunbridge, Ronald A., S/Sgt. 
Turner, Richard, Pvt. 

Twitchelle, Jason L., Pfc. 

Tyler, Frederick L., 1st Lt. 
Tymezuk, Casimir, Tec 5 
Uilmark, Eugene F., Pfc. 

Unger, Frank A , 2nd Lt. 

Uttley, Bernice L., Sgt. 

Vacarro, Joseph, Pfc. 

Vandergrift, Jay W., Capt 
Van Frachen, Elmer J., Tec 5 
Vange, Winfred E., S/Sgt. 

Van Hoef, Fobert F., 2nd Lt. 

Van Landingham, David J., Capt. 
Vassalotti, Anthony C., Tec 5 
Vaughn, Lester B., Pfc. 

Vavrek, John, 1st Sgt. 

Voytas, John E., S/Sgt. 

Vukovich, Hohn, Pvt. 

Vernon, James, Pfc. 

Wadkins, Lawrence A., T/Sgt. 
Wagner, Paul W., Tec 5 
Wagnon, Thomas A., Sgt. 

Waites, Thomas H,, Pfc. 

Walker, CharUe E., Pfc. 

Wallace, George S., Jr., Capt. 
Walters, Herman R., Tec 5 
Walton, John M., Cpl. 

Ward, William L., Capt. 

Watson, Doul A., 2nd Lt. 

Watson, Herschel L., Pfc. 

Weales, Gerald E., Pfc. 

Weaver, William H., Pfc. 
Weinberger, Bernard, Pfc. 
Weinstein, Israel, Major 
Weston, Theodore A., 2nd Lt. 
Whelehon, Paul W., 1st Lt. 
Whipple, Dale E., Pfc. 

White, Harry V., 1st Lt. 

While, John H , S/Sgt. 

While, Mark G., Tec 4 
While, William B , 1st Lt. 
Wichowski, Wladyslaw, S/Sgt. 
Wiedemann, Max, Pfc. 

Wieling, Leo J., Tec 5 
Wikoff, William O., Capt. 

Wildes, Bernard E., M/Sgt. 
Williams, Carl R., S/Sgt. 

Williams, Charles L., Jr., Lt. Col. 
Williams, David E., Pfc. 

Williams, James E., S/Sgt. 
Williams, Joseph A., Tec 5 
Williams, Keith R., S/Sgt. 
Williams, Leland H., Capt. 
Williams, Robert H., Capt. 

WUlis, Alma V., Pfc. 
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Wilson, Richard K., Pfc. 

Windsor, Theodore W., Sgt. 

Wise, James C., S/Sgt. 

Wissinger, Gerald P., Tec 5 
Wojtaszck, Thaddeus A., S/Sgt. 
Wolf, Herman J., S/Sgt. 

Wolf, Ralph H., 1st Lt. 
Wolfenbarger, Jay B., Cpl. 

Wood, Elmer H., Sgt. 

Woodbury, Duncombe M., 2nd Lt. 
Woods, James L., Jr., Pfc. 
Woodward, Charles C., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Woolston, William F., Sgt. 

Wooten, Sidney C., Col. 

Worley, Arnold, T/Sgt. 

Worsham, Jack E., Pvt. 

Wright, Raymond J., Pfc. 

Wright, R. D., Tec 5 
Yahne, Calvin W,, S/Sgt. 

Yewell, Richard E., Tec 5 
Yorgey, Edwarrd H., Tec 4 
Young, Archie G., T/Sgt. 

Young, John D., Pfc. 

Zander, Charles, Pfc. 

Zandri, William V., Major 
Zavaia, Domingo M., Pfc. 

Zebley, Frederick L., Capt. 

Zeligson, Phillip H., 1st Lt. 

OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO 
BRONZE STAR 

Arnold, Boyd H., Major 
Balge, Kenneth E., Sgt. 

Bates, Paul L., Lt. Col. 

Benton, Richardson D., Major 
Blum, Leroy J., Pfc. 

Boykin, John E., Tec 5 
Capen, Lloyd F., Tec 5 
Cenicola, Victor, 2nd Lt. 

Cheek, Bruce E., Pfc. 

Christ, Raymond D., Sgt. 

Cochis, Frank J., CWO 
Crowe, Jewel T., Major 
Davis, Thomas W., Cpl. 

Dukette, Norbert J., M/Sgt. 

Gallant, Walter, Pfc. 

Garelik, Milton, Pfc. 

Hanna, James E., Pfc. 

Hare, James A., Sgt. 

Hodson, David C., Sgt. 

Holland, Lewell G., S/Sgt. 
Kiikendall, Wales W., 1st Sgt. 
McCray, Henry R., Pfc. 

Preusser, Arnold J., Cpl. 

Reinsmith, Edward J., S/Sgt. 
Sheppard, Charles R. M., 1st Lt. 
Smith, Edward E., 1st Lt. 




Smith, William S., S/Sgt. 

Smith, Wint, Lt. Col. 

Toubman, Harold D., Pfc. 

Walker, Charlie E., Pfc. 

Ward, WUUam L., Capt. 

2nd OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO 
BRONZE STAR 
Hanna, James E., Pfc. 

Hare, James A., Sgt. 

McCray, Henry R., Pfc. 

AIR MEDAL 
Adams, Robert E., 1st Lt. 

Brown, Bernard C., 1st Lt. 
Carpenter^ Edward R., T/Sgt. 
Funchess, Kenneth M., 1st Lt. 
Grace, Carl T., 1st Lt. 

Graft, Charles V., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Harvey, Alexander II, 2nd Lt. 
Hudgins, Henry C., Capt. 

Kimball, Clisbee B., 2nd Lt. 

Kupka, John E., Cpl. 

Lewis, Mose E. Ill, 2nd Lt. 

Markt, Jack H., S/Sgt. 

Mitchell, Malcolm L., 1st Lt. 

Moore, Howard M., 1st Lt. 

Mullin, Horace B., Jr., 1st Lt. 
Swennes, Robert H., 1st Lt. 

Tyson, William L., 1st Lt. 

Webb, Leonard P., 2nd Lt. 

OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO 
AIR MEDAL 

Brown, Bernard C., 1st Lt. 

Funchess, Kenneth M., 1st Lt. 

Graft, Charles V., Jr., 2nd Lt. 
Harvey, Alexander II, 2nd Lt. 
Hudgins, Henry C., Capt. 

Kimball, Clisbee B., 2nd Lt. 

Markt, Jack H., S/Sgt. 

Norman, James LaVeme, Pfc. 
Tyson, William L., 1st Lt. 

ADDITIONS TO ROSTER 
SILVER STAR 

LePore, Albert R., Capt. 

Lewis, Henry J., S, Sgt. 

Young, Robert A., Sgt. 

BRONZE STAR 

Alexander, Sidney P., Capt. 
Brademan, William G., S/Sgt. 

Brice, Donald S., Sgt. 

Brown, Robert H,, Pfc. 

Bronard, Richard S., Pfc. 
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Buckmaster, Carl E., Cpl. 
Campbell, Williams S., 1st Lt. 
Clark, Harold H., Pfc. 

Cooper, Robert E., Cpl. 

Couch, Floyd J., Tec 5 
Daggett, William B., Capt. 

Dali, Melvin J„ Sgt. 

Davis, Eiwood T., Pfc. 

Dollar, Darrell E., Capt. 

Duemler, Richard R., S/Sgt. 

Dunn, James E., Pfc. 

Fitch, James S., T/Sgt. 

Folvarick, Mike M., Pfc. 

Garrison, Grover C., Jr., Pfc. 
Gierezak, Clarence R., Cpl. 

Hagie, Raymond J., Pfc. 

Harrison, Accy E., Pfc. 

Hartigan, Gerald C., Cpl. 

Hanson, Stone O., Sgt. 

Hayden, George P., Tec 4 
HiU, Bert A., Tec 5 
Hogg, Abner G., 1st Lt. 

Itz, Kurt, Sgt. 

Kelly, Francis J., Pvt. 

Konkle, Dean O., 2nd Lt. 

Krug, Glen F., Tec 5 
Kulousek, James, Tec 4 
Laseter, Julius D., T/Sgt. 

Levenstein, Louis S., Major 
Mathisen, Alex O., S/Sgt. 

Maue, Paul C., T/Sgt. 

McQuade, William A., M/Sgt. 
Miller, Trenham L., T/Sgt. 
Nottingham, Allen H., Capt. 
Orville, McCurdy, Pfc. 

Pauline, Michael A., M/Sgt. 
Pohlmeyer, Harold V., M/Sgt. 
Renner, Vernon E., 1st Lt. 

Shire, Irving P., Major 
Silva, Albert D., Jr., 1st Lt. 

Sindt, Wayne K., 1st Lt. 

Smalley, E. J., Pfc. 

Smith, Jewel C., Pfc. 

Spickard, Marvin P., 2nd Lt. 
Steinmetz, Joseph P., Pfc. 

Theys, James H., Pfc. 

Trott, Edward R., Pfc. 

Underwood, Harry C., Cpl. 

Valclav, Andrew, Jr., Tec 5 
Williams, James, S/Sgt. 

Witenhafer, Leslie D., Capt. 
Worley, Darrell L., Tec 5 
Wright, Wilbur L., M/Sgt. 

Zavalla, Domingo, Pfc. 

CLUSTER TO BRONZE STAR 
Tiberio, Edward J., Tec 5 
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